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Cover Picture 

A Royal Navy Wasp helicopter settles 
on HMS Falmouth's flight deck. The 
RFA Resurgent is visible on the left. 
Full details for modelling the Wasp 
helicopter in 1 :72 scale from Airfix 
Scout parts appear in Airfix Magazine 
Annual 5, on sale now (see also inside 
back cover). (MoD photo.) 


Watch this space! 

Next month A/rf/x Magazine will be 
bigger, brighter and even better than 
ever before. Star features in the new, 
A4 size magazine, will include 
modelling the Ju 876 Stuka, Russian 
trucks and armoured cars, and the 
78th Regiment of Foot, 1778, all 
illustrated in full colour. As well as 
these, the issue will include all our 
regular features, but with bigger 
illustrations so that you will be able to 
see more detail. Watch out for the 
January 1976 issue, on sale around 
Christmas price 30p. 


ABC 


WCMfiCR OF THE AUOlT 
MAEAU OF CWCVLATlONS 


FOR PLASTIC MODELLERS 

Editorial Director Darryl Reach 
Cambridge CB3 8EL Editor Bruce Quarrie 

Tel Crafts Hill 80010 


Contents 

News from Airfix Crusader. Rommel's half-track and others 201 

In the air USS W/m/fz and her aircraft described by Peter F. Quiver 202 

Duplex Drive Sherman Modelled in 1:76 scale by Richard Muggeridge 208 

Army-air colours 1937-1945 The Lysander in action 
by Michael J. F. Bowyer 211 

Renaissance warfare More Airfix figure conversions by George Gush 218 

British army uniforms 15th Light Dragoons by Bryan Fosten 220 

MiG 21MF Fishbed J' in 1 :72 scale from Tim Perry 223 

Wargaming Operation Sealion Continuing this popular series 
from Terry Wise 228 

Mexican 11th Infantry Figure conversion in 54 mm scale from 
Martin Windrow and Gerry Embleton 231 

Royal Marines Museum Visited and described by Terry Gander 234 

Squadron codes and colours By Michael J. F. Bowyer 
and John D. R. Rawlings 237 

New kits and models Including new Matchbox releases 238 

News for the wargamer New board games reviewed 241 

Book reviews New publications of interest to modellers 242 

Letters to the editor Your chance to win a free Airfix kit 243 


Advertisement Representatives 
Jackson-Rudd and Associates Limited. 
Oldbourne House. 46/47 Chancery Lane, 
London WC2A 1JB 
Tel 01-405 3611 
Advertisement Manager 
S. C. Sullivan 

© All articles and Illustrations published in 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE are strictly copyright and 
may not be reproduced without written permission 
from the Publishers. The Editor welcomes the 
submission ot editorial material, which should be 
accompanied by return postage. Though every 
care is taken, the publishers cannot accept 
responsibility for safe keeping of editorial 
contributions. 


Circulation Department 
Surridge Dawson and Company 
(Productions) Ltd. Publishing 
Department, 136/142 New Kent Road 
London SE1 
Tel 01-703 5480 


Airfix Magazine is published for the proprietors 
Airfix Products Limited, by PSL Publications 
Limited, on the fourth Friday of each month 
Annual subscription rate C5.10 (USA S12.00) from 
Surridge Oavrson & Company (Productions) 
Limited. Second Class postage paid at New York 
Post Office. NY. 


December 1975 


193 







194 


ESCI 

1/72 Scale AFVs — 60p each 

8001 PZKPFW 111 Ausf M 

8002 SDKFZ 251/1 

8003 PZKPFW 11 Ausf F 

8004 WESPE 

8005 Slug 111 Ausf 6 

8006 Jagdpanzer Elephant 

6007 Opel Blitz 

6008 King Tiger 
6010 MarderlH 

801 1 38(T) Hetzer 

8012 JagOpanzer IV 

8013 Hummel 
6014 JagDtiger IV 
8015 SDKFZ 11 
6018 Afrika Korps 

8019 Eighth Army 

8020 AA Flak 38 

PAK 35/36 
PAK 40 

8021 PZKPFW 111 Ausf N 

8022 SDKFZ 251/1 R.L 
8035 Opel Blitz Ambulance 
1975 Catalogue p/p 45p 


AIRMODEL 

1/72 Scale Vac-formed 

101 NAF 100F Conversion 20p 

103 MIG 15UT1 Conversion 20p 

104 Fiat G91 Conversion 20p 
106 FW200 Conversion 2Sp 
116 Wellington Conversion 2Sp 
131 Convair 

Delta Dagger ConversionSOp 

135 FW 190A & F 

Conversion 20p 

136 VoughtXFSUI complete70p 
143 Fouga Magisler 

complete 75p 

152 618 60LA Conversion 95p 
152A Lockheed US complete 9Sp 
154 Douglas Skynight 

complete £ 1.10 

162 Heinkel HE46 

complete £ 1.20 

173 NAT Trojan complete 70p 

160 Blackburn Firebrand £1.15 

161 JU 66 complete £2.50 

162 JU 2870 complete £2.50 

163 Convair Sea Dart 

complete £1.25 

192 Lockheed Jetstar 

complete £ 1.10 

194 JU 368 JKL Conversion £1.15 
202 McDonnel Demon 

complete £1.10 

206 Fairchild Provider 

complete £3.60 

210 Vertol Retriever 

complete £ 1.10 

271 BF 109H.Z Conversion 90p 
302 Lockheed HC 130 

Conversion 35p 

305 Catalina PBY 5 

Conversion £1.15 

278 BucKerBU131 

Jungmann £1.50 


AIRODECALS 

1/72 Scale — 55p each post paid 

02A Bell UH ID (US/Germany) 

09A Super Mystere 

16A Finnish, Italian Insignia 

21A F102 Delta Dagger 

22A F106 A/B Delta Dart 

1/32 Scale 

IBB ME BP109 

196 Tail Markings 

Send large stamped addressed 

envelope and 15p for full list of 

Decals. 


PENGUIN ARM 

1/35 Scale — 50p each 
EB1/1 US Infantry Weapons. 

Oil Drums 

EB 1/2 US Infantry Weapons. 
Trees 

ACCESSORY CORNER 

White Plasticard app. 9' x 12' 


.005 — 9p 
,010 — lOp 
.015 — 12p 
.020 — 13p 
Clearglaze 

,010 — 18p 

Micro Strip Assorted 
Micro Rod Assorted 
Mek Pak 
Dullcote 
Glosscote 

Squadron Green Putty 
Humbrol Green Putty 
Liguaplate (5 Colours) 
PACTRA Paints 
Plastic Weld 
Plasiruct Catalogue 


.030 — 20p 
.040 — 2Sp 
-060 — 40p 


.020 — 20p 

35p 
30p 
16p & 30p 
30p 
30p 
55p 
45p 
77p 
each 15p 
35p 
p/p 35p 


PUBLICATIONS 

NEW 

Squadron Signal £1.65 each p/p 
No 22 A-7 Corsair II In action 
No 21 B24 Liberator in action 
US Scale Modeler December 
US Scale Modeler November 
US Scale Modeler October 
£1.00 each post paid 
Aircraft Profiles 3Sp each p/p 
11 Halifax Bill. BVI, BVII 
22 Flat CR32 
27 Boeing F 4B-4 
34 Fairey Battle 

50 Sopwith Snipe 

51 Gee Bee Racer 
56 Fairey Flycatcher 
88 Ilyushin 11-2 

92 Grumman F3F 
96 Douglas DC3 
131 F104 G/CF 104 

156 Ford TrImotor 
204 P24 Neptune 

ARMOUR Accessories 

1/35 Scale 

Set 1 Pioneer Tools & Jerry Cans 
Set 2 German Infantry Weapons 
Set 3 lOJerrycans 
Set 4 German Personal 
Equipment 

Fig 1 Running Figure. 

jackboots, helmet 
Fig 2 Standing Figure, gaiters, 
helmet 

Fig 3 Kneeling Figure, 

jackboots, helmet 
Sets 1. 2. 3 & 4 40p each 
Figs 1. 2 & 3 75p each 

FORMASHAPE 

NEW HO Scale 
Rallway/Wargamers 
Buildings — Vac-formed 60peach 
EB101 S/0 or Terraced Houses 

EB102 Corner Public House 
EB103 Village Hall 
EB104 Stable/Shed/Goods Yard 
Office 

NICHIMO 

1/35 Scale 

3517 M4a1 Sherman £2.50 

3518 Tiger 1 £2.75 

3519 Jagdpanzer £2.50 

3508 PZKPFW IV £1.95 


HASEGAWA 

1/72 Aircraft 

FW190A 50| 

FW 1900 50| 

P47D Razor Back 50| 

P47 Bubble Top 50| 

Spitfire Mk 1 SOj 

Mustang PS10 50| 

Grumman Tracker EI.Oi 

1/72 Scale AFVs 40p each 
EB19 M24 Chaffee 
EB20 GMC P/Carrier 
EB21 GMC Gas. Truck 
EB22 GMC Dump Truck 
EB23 13 Ton H/S Tractor M6 
EB24 A/C Daimler Mk 2 
E625 A/C Humber Mk 2 
E826 Cruiser Tank Crusader 3 
Catalogue p/p 35p 


TILT 



1/35 Scale 

Mercedes Benz Hitler Car 

£3.50 

ITALAEREI 

New 1/72 Aircraft 

JU 66D 1 

£1.65 

Caproni CA 311 

£1.65 

JU 186 

£1.65 

New 1/35 Military 

Horch KFZ 15 

£1.60 

PZKW IV F2-G 

£2.20 

PZKW IV H 

£2.40 

Italian Paras 

65p 

6 Figs/S. Arms 

65p 

A/T Gun M42 Soviet 
Catalogue p/p 3Sp 

90p 

FUJIMI 

1/76 Scale AFVs 60p each 


EB9 

SKDFZ 251 


EB10 

Armoured Car 222 


EB12 

Valentine 


EB14 

T34/76A 


EB15 

SUSS 


EB16 

7/34/65 


EB17 

Japanese Type 97 


EBie 

Ho-Ni Japanese Tank 

EB19 

Chi-Ha Jap Tank 


EB01 

German Infantry 


EBD2 

88 cc A/T Gun 


EBD3 

US Infantry 


EBD4 

Jerrvcan. Tents S/Baos etc 

EBD5 

A/T Obstacles. W/Tower 

EBD6 

German Inf. Gas Masks 

EBD7 

British Infantry 


EBD8 

Japanese Infantry 


EB13 

Elephant 

65p 


TAMIYA 

New 

1/48 Aircraft 
Lancaster B1/B111 
Oambuster 
1/35 AFVs 
M41 Walker Bulldog 
(Motorised) 

US M10 (Remote Control) 
M41 Walker Bulldog/ 

3 Figures 

King tiger/ 2 Figures 
Russian T34/76 (1943) 
Marder 11/2 Figures 
SDKFZ 223/1 Figure 
KV II Gigant/1 Figure 
Leopard/1 Figure 
8 Panzer Grenadiers 
1/700 Waterilne 
Scharnhorst 
A/C Illustrious 
A/C Victorious 
Catalogue p/p 32p or 65p 


NITTO 

1/76 Scale AFVs — 49p each 

1 Panther 3 

2 Tiger 

3 JagOpanther 

4 German 105 mm Gun 

5 SDKFZ 250/10 

6 PZKW 111/PAK 37 

7 Kubelwagen, BMW. Pak Gun 

8 Schwimmwagen BMW. Pak 

Gun 

1/35 Scale 

37 mm Gun 49p 

SDKFZ 2/37 mm Gun £1.10 
SDKFZ 250/3 £1.70 

SDKFZ 251/1 £1.99 

1/76 Scale Diorama Sets — 

£1.65 each 

EBe2 SDKFZ 250/10, BMW & 
S/C Kubelwagen. House. 
Soldiers 

EB83 PZKW III, BMW & S/C. 
37 mm Gun. Schwimm- 
wagen, Soldiers 

E685 Tiger I, Kubelwagen, 
F/Gun.Soldiersand acces- 
sories 

EB66 Panther Q. BMW, F/Qun. 

Soldrers and accessories 
EB67 JagOpanther. Schwimm- 
wagen, F/Gun, Soldiers, 
etc. 

E688 German 105 mm Gun, 
BMW. S/C. Soldiers and 
accessories 

HUMBROL 

NEW 

Modeller's Air Brush 

post paid £3.50 
Full range of Enamels and Authen- 
tics stored — Large stamped self 
addressed envelope for Colour 
Charts. 


FROG 


Bargain prices — Boxed/Decals I 

Aircraft — 1/72 Scale 


Z161 Barracuda 

30p 

Z169 Gipsy Moth 

30p 

Z176 Tupolev SB2 

42p 

Z228 Fairey Gannet 

30p 

Z236 Buccaneer 

40p 

Z241 Maryland 

40p 

Z193 Lysander 

25p 

Z199 Vengeance 

24p 

Waterline — 1/500 Scale 


EB124 HMS Hero 

2Sp 

EB125 HMS Torquay 

25p 

EB126 HMS Undine 

25p 

Colour Catalogue p/p 35p 


Postal Charges (UK) I 

Orders up to £1 

25p 

Over £1 up to £2 

45p 

Over £2 up to £3 

60p 

Over £3 up to £4 

70p 

Over £4 up to £5 

80p 

Over £5 up to £6 

85p 

Over £6 up to £10 

90p 

Over £10 post free 


Goods are offered at prices ruling 

at date of delivery and subject to 

availability. Prices include 

VAT 

where applicable. 


We regret that we cannot answer 

general enquiries unless accom- 

panied by a stamped addressed 

envelope. 


OVERSEAS — Please send 2 1 

Postal Reply Coupons for 

Pro- 

forma Invoice of cost of goods 

and Overseas Postal Charges. 


ERNEST BERWICK (jt::) LIMITED 

11a NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS NN16 8JH Telephone 85998 
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HINCHLIFFE MODELS 
LIMITED 

MELTHAM, HUDDERSFIELD 
ENGLAND HD7 3NX 

November 1975 additions to range 
25 mm 

Napoleonic Peninsular (NP) 

NP19 Spanish Guerilla, marching 
NP20 Spanish Guerilla, running 
NP21 French eagle bearer 
NP22 French drummer 
NP23 British marina, advancing 
NP24 British marine officer 
NP25 Portuguese Cacadore, firing 
NP26 Portuguese Cacadore, officer 

Napoleonic Peninsular Cavalry (NPC) 

NPC5 British Dragoon, in bicorne 
NPC6 British Dragoon Officer 
NPC7 British Light Dragoon 
NPC6 British Light Dragoon Officer 

American Civil War (ACW) 

ACW31 Union regular, charging 
ACW32 Union regular officer, charging 

Light Horse (LH) 

LW11 Light horse, with tail bow and tassels 

30 mm 

Diorama Packs (30/DP) 

30/DP4 B pdr. gun and crew (9) French Napoleonic Horse 
Artillery of the Guard 

30/OP5 12 pdr, gun and crew (9) French Napoleonic Foot 
Artillery of the Line 


54 mm 

■Cliff Sanderson Range (CS) 

CS23 Serving girl with tray. (Ideal to group with CS21 and 
CS22 and tavern scenes of most periods). 


T^ITSHd 

(Japanese Commander) 12th>13th Century 

No collection can be complete without this 
fabulous all-metal 27 part kit. Still available 
from Hinchliffe Models Ltd. The kit comes 
complete with assembly and painting 
instructions in full colour. 

Price £9.72 


We af Hinchliffe Models Ltd. wish you 
the best for the present season and 
thank you for your support and interest 
over the past year. Many new and 
exciting things are planned for your 
continuing pleasure in what, we trust, 
will be a happy and prosperous New 
Year for you all. 


Please write for our current price list, 12p. 



Leicester Micro 
Models Ltd 

Micro Tanks • Micro Aircraft Micro Ships 

48 GLOUCESTER RD, NEWBURY, BERKS 


1/300 SCALE MODEL AIRCRAF 


Group A — 13p 

Group B — 18p 

Group C — 25p 

Me 109 

Thunderbolt 

Oorhier 17z 

Spitfire V 

Me 110 

Heinkel 111 

Spitfire IX 

Mosquito 

Junkers 88 

FW 190 A3 

Typhoon 

Beaufighter 

Hurricane 

Stuka 


Mustang PS1D 

Me 262 

To follow in New Year 

Zero 

M.R.C.A, 

Pol, 116 'Rata' 

Yak 9 

Lightning 

Mig 15 

Buffalo 

Phantom 

Mig 21 

Harrier 

Mig 25 (Foxbat) 

Mirage III C 


Sturmovik 

Ju 52/3M 

Group 0 — 45p 

Corsair 

Hayate 'Frank' 

Lancaster 

Defiant 


Fortress (B17E) 




H 

M 

M 
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New Air warfare rules 'Aerial Combat' — 70p 
Please add 10% to all orders (minimum lOp) 

Send s.a.e. for our full list of Microtanks, Microships, 1/1200 
scale ships and wargames rules. 


Leslie Bowler of New Cross 

MODEL STOCKIST 


NOW IN STOCK- New Humbrol Air Brush 

Variable Paint Control. Variable Air Control. 
Complete with 2 bottles. Superb air brush at 
incredible price. £3.25 + 2Sp p & p 


LATEST TAMIYA KITS 


SDKFZ 222 Leichtsr Panzerspahwagen 4 x 4 £1.50 

HORCH 4x4 Truck £1.80 

US Tank Destroyer M10 Motorised £2.99 

PAN2ERKAMPFWAGEN IV Ausf H £2.95 

PROTAR YAMAHA YZR 500 as ridden by AGO £4.95 


ESCI 1/72nd Kits 

6001 PZKPFW III AUSFM 

8002 WANOMAG Sd KFZ 251/1 

8003 PZKPFW II AUSF F 

8004 WESPE 105 mm Howitzer 

8005 STUG III AUSF 9 

8006 ELEFANT 

8007 OPEL BLITZ 3 TON 

8008 KING TIGER 

8010 MAROER ill 

8011 HET2ER 

All at 

Postage up to £1 — 35p. £1-22 — 46p. E2-E3 — 6Sp. C3-E4 — 75p. 
C4-£8 — 85p. £8'C10 — 95p. Over £10 post free UK only. 


126 NEW CROSS ROAD. LONDON. S.E. 14. Tel. 01 732 6843 

Ample porking space 

LESLIE BOWLER LIMITED 


8012 JAGOPANZER IV 
6013 HUMMEL 

8014 JAGOTIGER 

8015 3 TON HALF TRACK 

8018 AFRIKA CORPS SOLDIERS 

8019 EIGHTH ARMY SOLDIER 

8020 ANTI TANK GUN. PAK 40. 

AA FLAK 38 

8021 PZ KPFW III AUSF N/M 

8022 HANOMAG ROCKET 

LAUNCHER 

8035 OPEL AMBULANCE 

60p each 
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AIRFIX magazine 


VVARGAME X 60 — The largest selection of military simulation games 
ever presented: 60 games re-creating famous battles from every period of history and 
at every level of operation — from the tactics of the Greek phalanx to the mechanised 
armies of Germany to the plane-to-piane electronic warfare of tomorrow. Exciting games 
of decisive action that allow you to assume the roles of the greatest commanders in 
history . . . enabling you to replay events and explore alternative outcomes. 


PANZER ’44 

Tactical Combat in Western Europe 1944-1945 
The Panzer '44 map is set in the Arracourt area of Lorraine. 
One of the thirteen scenarios depicts an action which took 
place here In September of 1944. The remaining scenarios 
have been derived from actual battles which took place on the 
Western Front from D-Day to early 1945. In addition to Ameri- 
can formations, Commonwealth and Free French forces are 
represented in their fight against the Germans. 



Our full range of 
Simulations Games, 
including the most 
up-to-date releases, 
will be available from 
the Seagull Models 
stand at the 45th 
Model Engineer 
Exhibition. A member 
of staff from S.P. UK 
will be in attendance 
aaggffigasggl Jan. Ist-Jan. 3rd 
inclusive to look after 
both retail and trade enquiries. Seagull Models 
will represent us for the duration of the Exhibi- 
tion and will do all in their power to satisfy your 
boardgaming needs. So please call at their 
stand . . . before all your money goesKI 

Read above for details of our representation at 
The Model Engineer Exhibition. 


Tlw physical componanit of Iha Standard and Quad Gamas are ganerally 
similar, consisting ol a playing map printed on cordstock or heavy paper 
(usuilly 22' X 35'). Also provided ora 100 to SOO die-cut playing places 
representing tlw military units participating In a given hattla. Compre- 
hensive step-hy-step rules of ploy create an accurate historical frame- 
work for each gtma. Qimei are individuslly packaged In a siiecially 
designed, mulli-eompartmentad plastic tray with a handsomely Illus- 
trated cover. Our low-priced Folio Series Games ere handsomely 
packaged In an Illustrated 9" x 12' glossy folder (with an Interior pocket 


to hold the components). Folio Games have 17' x 22’ maps and 100 
counters. Note ihel most ol the Folio Games may also be had as a 
part of a OuadriGame — a set ol lour related Folios packaged in a 
single plastic hei. 


Here’s most of the 

(Listed alphabetically) ' 1 

Folio Games ) 

□ Battle of the Nations £2.55 I 

t_ Antietam £2.15 

□ Cemefary Hill £2.15 • J 

□ Chuckamagua £2.15 ' 

r CNIesB Farm £2.15 

L Solan £2.15. ; ! 

r Mukden £2.15 1 

r Shiloh £2.15 'I 

I Jena-Amerstadt £2.55 ' i 

r Warzburg £2.15 ■ ] 

r Marengo £2.55 > 

□ Wagram £2.55 I 

Standard Quad Gamae i 

^ American Civil War £4.55 

; American Revolution £4.55 J 

Ardennes Offensive £4.55 I 

Austerlftz £4.55 . i 

' Barbarossa £4.55 ’ ) 

Blue & Grey Quads £6.75 I 

Borodino £4.55 

j Breakout & Pursuit £4.55 

' Bull Run £4.55 

' "CA" £4.55 

' Chariot £4.55 1 

I Combined Arms £4.55 

I Desert War £4.55 

i Dreadnought £4.55 

! East 1 $ Red £4.55 1 

' I Foidiat & Phantom £4.55 

j Frederick the Great £4.55 “i 

□ Frigate £4.55 ; 

J Global War £6.75 . I 
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Grenadier £4.55 

Kampfpanzer £4.55 

Korea £4.55 

Kursk £4.55 

La Grande Armee £4.55 

Lee Moves North £4.55 

Legion £4.55 

Mech War '77 £4.55 

Modern Battle Quads £6.75 

Moscow Campaign £4.55 

Musket & Pike £4.55 

’ Napoleon at Waterloo 49p 
NATO £4.55 

Normandy £4.55 

Operation Olympic £4.55 

Panzer Armee Afrika £4.55 

Panzer 44 £4.55 

Pabol £4.55 

Red SUr/WhIte Star £4.55 

Search & Destroy £4.55 

Seeknvs £4.55 

Sinai £4.55 

Sixth Fleet £4.55 

Sniperl £4.55 

Soldiers £4.55 

Solomons Campaign £4.55 

Spartan £4.55 

Spitfire £4.55 

Starforce £4.55 

Strategy 1 £7.99 

TaoK £4-S5 

Turning Point: Stalingrad £4.55 
USN £4.55 

Viking £4.55 

War in the East £10.99 

Winter War £4.55 


1 Wolfpack £4.55 

i Wona War II £4.55 

' . World War 3 £4.55 

! Yeoman E4.S5 

Free Illustrated Leaflet 
* Indicates game unboxed. No 
discount. 

Subscribe to Strategy A Tactics, 
the bi-monthly magazine of 
military history that gives, you 
a complete simulation game 
with every Issue! 

□.'6 months (3 issues) £4.00 

□ 1 year (6 issues) £7.50 

□ 2 years (12 Issues) £14.40 

□ 3 years (18 Issues) £20.70 

□ Single issue (current) £1.75 

Free with even new 1 , 2 and 3 
Year Subscription. 
NAPOLEON AT WATERLOO, 
history's greatest battle pre- 
sented In a -gama-deslgn 
specially created to Introduce 
new readers to Conflict Simu- 
lation. 

10% DISCOUNT — If you sub- 
scribe to Strategy A Tactics 
through S.P.U.K.. you are entitled 
to a 10 % discount on all the 
GAMES shown In this advert 
unlaas otherwise stated. The dis- 
count may bo taken at the same 
lime as you lake out your sub- 
scription. 


Send with cheque or P.O. to: 
^ SIMULATIONS 
PUBLICATIONS UK 

Dept. A16 

FREEPOST, CROWN PASSAGES. HALE, 
Vi* ALTRtNCHAM, CHES. WA15 SBR 

Ta>. 061 941 1533 

(PLEASE PRINT FULL NAME AND ADDRESS) 


'Clients already on our Marling List have an A/C Code, 
please enter this In the space provided. This will ensure 
speedier clearance of your order. 

Prices include PAP In Britain. Ireland and the Channel 
Isles. Overseas orders (except 6.F.P.O.) please apply for 
postal charges. 

PLEASE ALLOW 2-3 WEEKS FOR INLAND DELIVERY 












FULL RANGE 

of our internationally used wargames rules and reference books below — 
with, we regret, the latest postal chargesi Happy ChrlstmasI 




U.S.A. 

U.S.A. 

RULES: 

U.K. 

Surface 

Air 

1000 BC - 1000 AD 

£1.15 

$3.00 

$4.60 

1750- 1850 

75p 

$2.40 

$3.00 

1925- 1975 

75p 

$2.40 

$3.00 

1925- 1950 

£1.15 

$3.00 

$4.60 

1950 - 1975 

El .25 

$3.00 

$4.60 

Anc. Naval 

eop 

$2.40 

$3.00 

REFERENCE BOOKS: 




Armies Macedonian/Punic Wars 

£1.50 

$4.40 

$6.00 

Armies & Enemies Imp. Rome 

Reprinting in 2nd edition 

Warlleets of Antiq^uity 

£2.15 

$6.40 

$8.50 

Armies of Greek & Persian Wars 

£2.75 

$7.20 

$8.40 

Setting up a Wargames Campaign 

£1-80 

$5.50 

$6.60 

Armies & Enemies of ArKient Egypt 




& Assyria 

£2.65 

$7.00 

$8.20 

Armies & Enemies of Ancient China 

£3.60 

$9.50 

$11.50 


Hsiang Ch’i U.K. £2.60 Post Free 
(Chinese Chess) U.S.A. $7.00 Surface, $8.20 Air 
Includes small board and cut out pieces 


GAMES: 

Decline & Fall 


U.K. Including postage and VAT 
U.S.A. Surface 
Western Europe 

U.K. including postage and VAT 
U.S.A. Surface 
Western Europe 


£4.00 

$13.00 Post Free 
£6-00 Post Free 
£4.90 

$15.00 Post Free 
£6.80 Post Free 


All U.S.A. prices also include cost of negotiatina personal cheques In dollars 

From 

WARGAMES RESEARCH GROUP 

75 Ardingly Drive, Gorlng-by’Sea, Sussex 


We are stockists for 
Tamiya, Bandai, Monogram, Fujimi, 
Entex, Airfix, Revell, Hasegawa, Life- 
Like, Protar, Beliona, Otaki, Nitto, 
Itaiaerei and Esci. 

Aiso Figures 

Hinchiiffe (25 mm, 54 mm and 75 mm), 
Mini-Fig (25 mm), Phoenix, Historex, 
Lassett, Sanderson and Cameo (54 mm). 

If you are in our ^rea cali in, or write for 
our compiete stock list enciosing large 
SAE to: 


All enquiries (with SAE) replied to. 

St. Paul's Rd., 
Y/ London N.l. 

VllODblQS/ Tel:-01'359 0580 


Visit our Stand at the Military Modelling Exhibition, 
6th Dec., Green Lanes, Stoke Newington N.l. 


SKYTREX SHIP MODELS 

WORLD WAR I VESSELS — 1/3000 Scale 
Great Britain 


VESSEL 
King Edward VII 
Lord Nelson 
Dreadnought * 

St. Vincent it 
Bellerophon * 
Colossus * 

Orion * 

Agincourt (New) * 
King George V * 
Iron Duka * 
Queen Elizabeth it 
Royal Sovereign * 
Invincible * 
indefatigable * 
Lion * 

Tiger * 

Repulse * 

Blonde 

Weymouth 

Arethusa 

Comos 

Achilles 

Monmouth 

Diadem 

Delhi 

-O' Class (2) 

‘H’ Class (2) 

R' Class (2) 


No. in Corn- 
Class plated 


Type 

Rre Dreadnought 

Pre Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Battlecruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Scout Cruiser 

Prot. Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Arm. Cruiser 

Arm. Cruiser 

Prot. Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 


FOR FULL 

DETAILS OF p 

THE MANY ITEMS ^ 
WE STOCK SEND 
A STAMPED SELF- 
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE 

German 

Deutschland (New) * 6 

Westfalen * 4 

Heligoland * 4 

Kaiser * S 

Koenig * 4 

Bayern * 4 

Gluecher * 1 

VonDerTann* 1 

Moltke * 2 

Seydiltz * 1 

Dertllnger * 3 

Nuernburg 3 

Emden 2 

Augsberg 4 

Breslau 4 

Regensburg 2 

Freya 5 

Frauenlob 10 

Emden 2 

V2S(2) 16 

T150(2) 12 

TOO (2) 12 


SKYTREX LIMITED 

28 CHURCH STREET, WYMESWOLD, LEICESTERSHIRE 


Agent for the U.S.A. 

BIN Dean Books Ltd., 166-41 Powells Cove Blvd., 
Whitestone, New York 11357. Tel. 212 767 6632 

Postage: 10% up to £5, Free over £5 
Overseas: 30% over £7, 60% under £7 


Pre Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Dreadnought 

Arm Cruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Battlecruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Prot, Cruiser 

Prot. Cruiser 

Light Cruiser 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 


2Sp each remainder 20p each. New models will be added to the range at regular intervals 


WWII 1/3000 
Kongo BB 

Yamato BB 

Shokaku CV 

Nachi CA 

Fubuki (2) DD 

Mogami CA 

Iowa B8 

Essex CV 

South Dakota BB 

Baltimore CA 

Atlanta CL 

Livermore (2) DD 

Fletcher (2) DD 

Sumner (2) DD 

Gearing (2) DD 

Gneisenau BC 

Lutzow CA 

MAAS (2) DD 

25p each 

all metal and packaged 
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seagull model 


Cgb] ltd. 


15 Exhibition Road, London, S.W.7 


Telephone: 01-584 2758 


THURIOE STSEEr 


-SO. KENSINGTON TUBE STATION. 


Valiant Figures 

21 8 Drummer Austrian Line Infantry, 
Leipzig 1813 — available late 
Dec. 

219 Gunner British Naval Brigade 
Crimean War — available late 
Dec. 

229 Fort Henry Guard — in stock 

230 Sergeant Fort Henry Guard — 
available late Dec. 

Over 100 ligures in this series available 
from stock. 

New 60 mm Tradition figures 
Lord Nelson £2.50 

Duke of Marlborough £2.50 

Potsdam Giant Grenadier £2.95 

Plus all previously released 80s 
and 90s. Also Caton mounted 
90s as available £19.90 

New and back in stock 
1/35 Tamiya kits 
German 222 A/car £1.50 

German 223 Scout car £1.50 

German Marder 11 SPG £1.99 

German new Panzer Grenadiers 80p 
German King Tiger 
non-motorised £2.70 

German Leopard non-motorised£2.70 
German PZKFW 1VH 
non-motorised £2.95 

German Horch 1A Personnel 
carrier £1.80 

German 8-ton Flack semi-track 
with4 barrelled2cm mounting £3.99 
German 75 mm PAK 40 A/T gun 90p 
German Mounted Infantry set 50p 
Russian T34/76 1942 model £2.50 
Russian T34/76 1943 model £2.50 
Russian KVIl tank £2.80 

1/48 scale Aircraft 
Tamiya Lancaster B1 /B1 1 1 £7.99 

Tamiya Lancaster-ei/BIII 
Dambuster £7.99 

Monogram B-17G Fortress £5.95 

New Airfix Kits 

54 mm 1/32 Muttipose Eighth 
Army figures- 5Sp 

54 mm 1/32 Muitipose Afrika 
Korps 55p 

54 mm 1/32 Crusader tank £1.75 
54 mm 1/32 Bugatti 55p 

1/72 German E-Boat £2.35 

The above Airlix kits should all be 
available December. 

AIRFIX magazine 


GOODNUS GRIEFIMUS’ 

Tempus Fugit an' that. It’s nearly time to watch out for the big V-12 Snow- 

mobile in the sky, listening for its 16 track stereo goin’ ho-ho-ho! and duckin' 

as it rains parceis from its computerized delivery chute on all an' sundry 
(Interplanetary Times November 30th 2505). Shades of the old fashioned 
Christmas! Well we hope they will enjoy the season then as much as we do 
today. Just like we enjoy it when the Seagull delivers the goods all year round. An' 
incidentally, it’s almost time for the ol' Seagull to make its usual exhibition on 
Stand 48 at the Model Engineer Show. Yes, folks, we’ll have lots of ‘goodies’, a few 
surprises, plus the added attraction of S.P.’s answer to Billy Connolly — yes, the 
Malcolm Dawson!! Himself will be around for the first days to talk board gaming 
with the faithful, converted an’ just interested. Malcolm's message — ‘‘Jus’ bring 
yer wallet. " 

It only remains for us to say thanks again for your continuing support in '75, in '76 
we will be trying to improve our service even more. Meanwhile have a great time 
wherever you are. Our compliments of the Season “an’ a guid New Year tae ye a' 
Peace. From Ann, Alex, Martin and Peter. 

SEAGULL’S CHRISTMAS OFFER 

The new British made Humbrol air brush, featuring air pressure control, adjustable 
jet, new design air supply valve and touch action plus Almark's textbook “Airbrush- 
ing for Modellers " — £4.25 to personal callers, or £4.70 by post. This offer is con- 
fined to the U.K. and British forces only for as long as supplies are available, or 
until 31st December 1975. 


1/700 Scale Waterline 
Warships 

The most recent additions are: 
Missouri American Battleship £2.35 
South Dakota American 
Battleship £2.35 

New Jersey American Battleship £2.35 
Alabama American Battleship £2.35 
Scharnhorst, German £1.80 

Gneisenau, German £1.80 

Saratoga American A/C carrier £2.45 
Illustrious British A/C carrier £1.80 
Victorious British A/C carrier £1.80 

Matchbox 1/32 scale cars 

Firstof the new super series — 2 or 
3 colour mouldings, soft tyres, 
plated parts. 

Great value at 75p each: 

Aston Martin Ulster S.S.ICX) 
Porsche 917 Bugatti 59 

New Paper Models 
America's Capitol. Superb model 
made for U.S. Government by 
Monte Models — 35 sheets build 
up to the world's largest paper 
model. Over 40" long. Delivery 
Dec. /Jan. Detailed instructions. 
Can be used as a classroom pro- 
ject. Scale 20’ to 1". 

■ £7.50 Inc. postage 


Danzey Green Windmill. 18th 
Century Warwickshire post mill, 
now in trust and renovated. 
Scale 1/48 45p 

Now in stock again the superb 
Floquil Weathering Set — 
includes dust, grime, rust, grimy 
black and mud diosol thinner 
for brushing or airbrushing 

£1.75 per set 
Floquil metal primer. At last in 
Britain, the perfect sealer for 
metal cast figures as used by the 
pros' 40p 

Green Stuff — The original and 
best. Superfine finish ready for 
sanding in30 minutes. For plastic, 
metal or wood 65p per tube 

Boardgamers 

We carry full stocks of Avalon Hill, 
S.P.I.. plus W.G.R. Battleline and 
Ariel games. Last two issues of 
Conflict plus last three issues, 
including the current one of 
S. & T. magazine with games. All 
at£1.75.Sendlarges.a.e for lists. 

SPECIALISE 

We specialise in things military, 
maritime, kits and books. Figures 


in metal and plastic from 30 mm- 
upwards. We hold the world's 
largest stock of paper models 
(400 different subjects) — Big kits 
ofanythingthatisagood model of 
the original. Tools, paints, adhe- 
sives. Have you tried our sable 
brushes yet? 

Enquiries — If in doubt, here is a 
tip for you. It is now cheaper in 
many instances to phone us than 
to write a letter! The age of the 
instant reply. If you do write to us 
please enclose an s.a.e. as that is 
the only way we can reply with 
postal charges as they are today. 
Unless otherwise stated postage 
and packing charges for U.K. at 
15p minimum. Up to £8 — 10%. 
Over £8 post free. 

Overseas customers: 

Surface 30% 

Airmail 60% 

Any balance in your 
favour will be credited. 


Shop hours 

Monday to Saturday 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 

Sunday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 






JOY 


LUMINOUS 





E 




quality products for 

Stidan^, Staining 
Wshini, Paining I 


See in the dark with JOY Luminous Paint. 
Ideal for use on skeletons, toys, models, 
novelties, light switches, door numbers, 
paper, cardboard, and materials etc. 

Light active but not radio active. Outfits contain Base 
Rejecting Coat and Top Luminous Coat. Green shade only. 

is a registered trade mark of TURNBRIDGES LTD., LONDON. S.W.17. 
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1 1 :32 scale Crusader III 

2 Rommel’s half-track 

3 8th Army figures 

4 Queen Elizabeth I 

5 British Grenadier 1776 

6 US Paratroops 

1 

THE FIRST IN Airfix's new series of 1 :32 scale 
AFV kits is certain to prove a winner with 
military modellers everywhere. Containing 
nearly 180 parts crisply moulded in sand- 
coloured polystyrene, it depicts the famous 
British Crusader III Cruiser tank which saw 
extensive service in the Western Desert 
battles of 1942. 

One of the fastest tanks of the last war, 
the Crusader III was an up-gunned and 
up-armoured version of the earlier Crusad- 
ers I and II. carrying a 6 pdr gun and SO mm 
frontal armour, but lacking the earlier sec- 
ondary machine-gun turret. Although its 
armour plate was thinner than that of Ger- 
man tanks entering service in 1942, the 
Crusader Ill's low silhouette and high speed 
(27 mph) made it an ideal tank for the fast- 
moving desert battles, and despite its draw- 
backs it was extremely popular with its 
crews. 

Although lacking the internal detail which 
military modellers are now coming to 
expect in large-scale AFV kits, this model 
fills an important gap in the modelling mar- 
ket and is, of course, complementary in 
scale to 54 mm model soldiers. 

Decals are provided for two tanks, one 
from the 1st Armoured Division in the desert 
and one from the 6th AD in Tunisia, and a 
commander figure is also included with the 
kit, price of which is £1.75. 

2 

THE LONG-AWAITED SdKfz 250 half-track in 
1 :32 scale from Airfix probably ranks as one 
of the most intricately detailed large-scale 
military vehicle models currently available 
from any manufacturer. Moulded in sand- 
coloured plastic and containing over 200 
parts, it includes a wealth of internal and 
external detail, including the driver's posi- 
tion, command radio set and even a selec- 
tion of rifles and machine-guns to clip to the 
vehicle's sides. Surface detail on all parts is 
superb and construction straightforward so 
long as the instruction sheet is followed 
closely. 

December 1975 


The little German SdKfz 250 was a versa- 
tile half-tracked vehicle produced in large 
numbers and several different versions dur- 
ing the last war. The 250/3 variant depicted 
in the Airfix kit was the command version 
with special radio equipment and a frame 
aerial, as used by Rommel himself. 

A 1:32 scale personality figure of Rom- 
mel. as well as a driver and standing figure 
with binoculars, is included in this new kit, 
price of which is £1.35. 

3 

LATEST IDEA from Airfix is a range of 1:32 
scale military figures, moulded in white 
polystyrene, with interchangeable arms, 
legs, torsos and heads to enable a wide 
variety of poses to be constructed. The first 
of these sets includes over 100 parts and 
enables six British 8th Army figures to be 
built. 



We didn't manage to get photographs of 
assembled models from any of the new Air- 
fix kits in time for inclusion in this issue, so 
to give you some idea of the contents here 
are some of the pieces of box artwork. 
Above Front and rear view of the British 
Grenadier. Below Six of the poses which 
can be assembled from the 8th Army figures 
set. Bottom Rommel's half-track. 



iHICLEtSRElF' 
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Weapons and other items of personal 
equipment are moulded separately, and the 
box artwork demonstrates 12 basic poses 
which can be modelled, although the per- 
mutations are. in fact, practically endless. 

Component parts are cleanly and deli- 
cately moulded, even the heads provided alt 
having different facial characteristics and 
expressions. A choice of headgear and a 
sprue of weapons, including rifles and 
Brens, is also Included in this set, price of 
which is 55p. 


4 

SECOND IN Airfix's range of ' Famous Women 
of History' kits in 1 :12 scale Is a finely sculp- 
ted figure of Queen Elizabeth I to go with 
Anne Boleyn released earlier this year. 

Although the basic kit only comprises 24 
parts and Is simple to assemble, the model 
will test the painting ability of most model- 
lers and should not simply be dismissed as 
one for the girls'. Price is 55p. 


5 

LATEST RELEASE in the 54 mm Collectors 
Series of figure kits is a British Grenadier of 
1776. Finely moulded in white polystyrene 
with the usual attention to detail, the model 
actually represents a grenadier of the Sth 
Foot (Royal Northumberland Fusiliers) dur- 
ing the American War of Independence but 
can, of course, be painted differently. 
(Bryan Fosten's article on British infantry 
uniforms during the War of Independence 
in Airfix Magazine Annual 5 is an Ideal 
reference source.) The figure, which costs 
28p, also further widens the scope for con- 
versions from this range 


6 

LAST BUT BY no means least, Airfix have now 
released two sets of American paratroops of 
World War 2. in OO/HO and 1:32 scales. 
Moulded. In green polythene, the sets both 
contain figures in a variety of poses — lying 
prone, crawling, kneeling, marching, firing, 
throwing grenades and brandishing 
entrenching tools, as well as two radio 
operators and one guy who Is the spittin’ 
image of John Wayne . . . 

Price of the OO/HO set is 28p, that of the 
1:32 scale set S5p. 


Peter F. Quiver 


in the air 


USS Nimitz visits England 


CX)MMISSI0NED IN May of this year, the 
world's largest warship, the nuclear 
powered aircraft carrier USS Nimitz visited 
the Firth of Forth and the Solent in Sep- 
tember. The Nimitz, together with the 
cruiser USS South Carolina and the attack 
submarine USS Seahorse (both also 
nuclear powered) formed Nuclear Task 
Group '75. and this force had been 
deployed to Northern European waters for 
Integrated operations with other NATO 
forces. 

These exercises had involved simulated 
attacks by Royal Norwegian Air Force F-5s 
and West German Starfighters, with support 
provided by German Navy Atlantics. The 
Nimitz visited Willhelmshaven at the end of 
August, after which the Group sailed to 
Scottish waters for further operations with 
British forces. This included strikes by RAF 
Buccaneers, whilst Royal Navy Phantoms 
from No 892 Squadron carried out practice 
approaches on the Nimitz. The Group then 
headed for the English Channel, and 
throughout its deployment had been 
shadowed by varying numbers of Soviet 
warships and other vessels. 

By any standards, the Nimitz (US Navy 
designation CVN-68) has some Impressive 
statistics. The keel was laid at Newport 
News In June 1968. and launching took 
place in May 1972. With a combat load dis- 
placement of 86,363 tonnes/9S.OOO tons, 
the Nimitz has an overall length of 333 
m/1,092 feet, an extreme breadth of 77 


A-6E Intruder 152935 of VA-35 by the super- 
structure of the Nimitz. 


m/252 feet, and the flight deck has an area 
of over 4Vi2 acres. She has four aircraft 
elevators and four catapults, and can 
accommodate over 6,200 crew. She is pow- 
ered by two nuclear reactors which can 
operate for up to 13 years. Thus the space 
normally used for fuel for the ship can be 
used to carry extra aviation spirit, and the 
Nimitz can conduct flight operations for 16 
continuous days. 

All the aircraft on board the Nimitz were 
under the control of Carrier Air Wing Eight 
(CVW-8). and this consisted of nine squad- 
rons or detachments. This was the same 
Wing that was on board the USS America, 
which visited Portsmouth In October 1974, 
though in the past year there have been 
several changes in the composition of the 
Wing. 

Air defence of the Nimitz was In the 
hands of two units, each equipped with F-4J 
Phantoms. CVW-8's normal Phantom 
squadrons were absent on this cruise, but in 
their place was a US Marine Corps unit, 
VMFA-333, and a few F-AJs of VF-31, 
'borrowed' from the USS Saratoga. Three 
squadrons on the Nimitz operate In the 
strike role, comprising VA-82 and VA-86 
each flying A-7E Corsair Ms for light attack, 
whilst the Grumman A-6E Intruder is oper- 


Continued on page 204 



AFRIKA KORPS 
NEW MULTI-POSE KIT 


In 1941 the German High Command 
considered the strategic possibilities of conquering 
Egypt and the Suez Canal. In February, theSth Light 
Division containi ng elements from the 3rd Panzer 
Division were despatched to Tripoli and renamed 
the 21st Panzer Division, in April they were joined by 
the 15th Panzer Division. 

Together they formed the Deutsche Afrika 
Korps subsequently known asthe Afrika Korps under 
the command of General Rommel, who was promoted 
in September 1941 to the rank of Field Marshal. 

Inl942 Rommel lost at ElAlameinand finally 
on May 13, 1943 the African campaign ended in 
victory for the British Eighth Army (the Desert Rats). 

TheAirfixAfrika Korps come as a multi-pose 
kit-a totally new concept in model soldier kit 
building. Each box contains over 100 polystyrene 
parts which are interchangeable so you can cement 
them together in a variety of positions. 

There's a wide variety of equipment and 


uniforms, too, includingtropical and steel helmets, 
high-laced leather and canvas boots and weapons. 

For up-to-date news and details of Airfix 
models get the Airfix magazine. 

Also available are a set of detailed Airfix Books, 
These give all the background information to such 
models as the HMS Victory, Cutty Sark, Mayflower, 
Spitfire, Messerschmitt Bfl09, P.51 Mustangand 
Hawker Hurricane. 


Afrika Korps 1:32 Scale. 
New to the world's biggest range 
of construction kits. 
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Continued from page 202 
ated by VA-35 on all-weather medium attack 
missions. VA-35 also use a small number of 
KA-6D Intruders which have an in-flight 
refuelling tanker capability. 

In addition to the five main combat squad- 
rons, there were several smaller supporting 
units within the Wing. Another version of 
the Intruder is the EA-6B Prowler, and there 
were four of these aircraft on the NImitz 
flown by VAQ-130. With seating for four, 
these machines are used for electronic 
countermeasures, and they can intercept 
record, evaluate and jam hostile radar or 
radio activity. A pilot and three ECM 
operators are housed in two separate cock- 
pits, and the ECM avionics are mounted on 
the fin tip and In five external pods. 

Despite Its wing span of 24.56 m/81 feet, 
the weird-looking Grumman E-2B Hawkeye 
did not look unduly large on the vast flight 
deck. VAW-116 had four E-2Bs on the 
Nimitz, and these are operated on airborne 
early warning and command and control 

Continued on page 206 


Below EA-6B Prowler of VAO-130, also in 
standard grey and white, with a cream nose. 
Right Tail markings on an EA-6B of VAO- 
130. Basic colours are light grey and white, 
upper fin band and code 'AJ' are red. The 
dragon is light green with a red breast and 
orange lightning flashes. All other markings 
are black. 


Above A-7£ Corsair II serial 158662 of VA-86 
in standard grey and white finish. The panel 
on top of the fuselage behind the cockpit is 
orange with black edges. Left Markings of 
VA’86 on the taii of A-7E 157553 coded 
407/AJ. The snake is orange with black 
detail and white fangs, rudder is white with 
orange diamonds, and all other markings 
are black. 
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AIRFIX NEW MODELS FILE 

The Desert Rats, or the British Eighth Army as 
they were more correctly known, were established in. 
September 1941, They were organised by their 
Commander, General Sir Alan Cunningham, into the 
XIII Corps and XXX Corps-the latter incorporating the 
famous 7th Armoured Division. 

The British Eighth Army was formed after some 
of the most fierce battles of the Second World War along 
the North African coast. 

For three years German and Italian forces fought 
the British and Commonwealth armies to gain access to 
the vital Suez Canal. 

In November 1941 Operation Crusader relieved 
the beleaguered fortress of Tobruk. A counter-attack by 
Rommel early in 1942 forced the allied armies back to 
El Alamein. However,followinga major battle, the Eighth 
Army forced the Germans to retreat and finally on May 
13,1943 on the Cap Bon Peninsula the African campaign 
ended. 

Atotal of 43 British Army Regiments were 
represented in the Eighth Army and were divided into 
four armoured divisions and four infantry divisions. 

The Airfix Eighth Army come as a multi-pose kit- 


BRITISH EIGHTH ARMY 
NEW MULTI-POSE KIT 


a totally new concept in model soldier kit building. Each 
box contains over 100 polystyrene parts which are 
interchangeable so you can cement them together in a 
variety of positions. They wear the standard issue khaki 
drill shirt and shorts. And there’s a variety of caps, boots, 
helmets,and equipment. 

For up-to-date news and details of Airfix models 
get the Airfix magazine. 

Also available area set of detailed Airfix Books. 
These give all the background information to such 
models as the HMS Victory, Cutty Sark, Mayflower, Spitfire, 
Messerschmitt Bfl09, P,51 Mustang and Hawker Hurricane. 


British Eighth Army 1:32 Scale. 
New to the world's biggest range 
of construction kits. 


THE DESERT RATS THAT WERE 
A PLAGUE ON ROMMEL 










Above Tail view of E-2B Hawkeye 151715 
coded 711/M of VAW-116. Fin tips are 
maroon. Left Tail markings ofA-6E of VA-35. 
Fin disc white with black outline and ani- 
mal. 'AJ' is green, all other markings black. 
Below F-4J 153773 coded 110/AC of VF-31 
from USS Saratoga. Note black flaking off 
nose radome. 

Continued from page 204 

missions. During 1974 VAW-He were 
operating from the USS Constellation. 
Another large aircraft type were two RA-5C 
Vigilantes, used for long-range, high-speed 
strategic reconnaissance by RVAH-9. 

Anti-submarine operations can also be 
mounted by the Nimitz, and a number of 
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Sikorsky SH-3H helicopters were visible, 
these being flown by HS-15. Last but not 
least on the NimiU was a rather elderly look- 
ing and portly Grumman C-1 A Trader, which 
is used for carrier onboard delivery and 
other utility tasks. Also still parked on the 
deck in the Solent was an 892 Squadron 
Phantom FG1. 

Most of the aircraft on the Nimitz carried 
the fin code 'AJ' of CVW-6. the exceptions 
being the C*1A. two of the KA-60s. whilst 
the F-4J8 of VF-31 were coded 'AC. Q 


Top RA-5C Vigilante serial 156624 of 
RVAH-9 in standard light grey and white. Fin 
is all white with green bands, other mark- 
ings black. Above A-6E Intruders of VA-35 
in grey and white. Nose radomes and air 
intakes are cream. Note 'VA-35' on under- 
wing tanks. Right Tail markings on F-4J 
759903 of VMFA-333. Fuselage and fin are 
light grey, rudder white. Horizontal band 
white with green edging and shamrocks. 
Codes and serial black, warnings red. 
Below US Marine Corps F-4Js of VMFA-333. 
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Duplex Drive Sherman 
tank in 1:76 scale 

Sherman with a difference modelled from 
the Airfix kit by Richard Muggeridge 


THE SHERMAN 'Duplex Drive’ or 'DO' tank 
was designed as a means of enabling tanks 
to land without bringing their landing craft 
within range of enemy positions. By using 
their screens and propellers they could 
swim ashore to give supporting fire to infan- 
try. In practice they were dangerous to use, 
since they could be sunk by small arms fire 
while their own weapons were useless 
behind the screens. For this reason they 
were rarely used and at the crossing of the 
Rhine many were lost with their crews. They 
continued in service until they were super- 
seded by Centurions equipped with flota- 
tion screens. 

To construct this model I used the Airfix 
LCM3 and Sherman kit. First build the tank 
as normal, then add the hull from 20 thou 
plastic card. This fits around the bottom of 
the upper hull and curves downwards at the 
front as shown. The two small cylinders on 
the hull rear can be made from scrap or 
sprue. 

For the screens I used a piece of fine can- 
vas 10.5 inches long by 2.4 inches wide, but 
drawing linen or tissue could be used. Add 
the pipes shown reaching half-way up the 
screens, making sure to keep the seam at 
the front of the vehicle, then add another 
piece of canvas as shown in the diagram. 
Fix in the long pipes, then sew the screens 
together at the front. 

To support the screens bend a piece of 
wire to the shape of the flotation hull temp- 
late illustrated in the diagram, also curving 
downwards in front, and finally fold the 
large piece of canvas over it as seen in the 
diagram. Then glue the screens to the edge 
of the hull. The rigid supports were made of 


stretched sprue. 

Next add the small triangular spray cover 
on the front of the screens with a wire sup- 
port represented by a dotted line. The plat- 


form on the turret rear Is 9 mm wide. It was 
used for observation when the screens were 
raised. The propellers came from the LCM3 
and once reduced in size were mounted on 
pieces of sprue. A well-supplied spares box 
could supply alternative propellers. 

To construct the model with folded 
screens is easier and less canvas is neces- 
sary. The struts fold as shown in the diag- 
ram, and the pipes can be made of thick 
painted string. 

A DD Sherman, the basis for this model, is 
preserved at the RAC Tank Museum at 
Bovington Camp, Dorset, to whom I am 
grateful for valuable information. □ 


The two photos on this page show DD Shermans of 'D' Squadron (Amphibious Wing) 7th 
Royal Tank Regiment, in the tank park at Stokes Bay, Gosport, in 1950-51. The vehicle below 
sunk itself with its own gunfire! (via J. M. Hook). Drawings on page 210. 
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Michael J. R Bowyer 



Part 3 — The Lysander in action 

ON MAY 10 1940 the Air Component Field 
Force in France included five squadrons of 
Lysanders. Aithough an attack on France 
and the Benelux countries had long been 
expected its ferocity and suddenness were 
overwhelming. 

Lysanders in France stiii had siiver under 
surfaces and Dark Green/Dark Earth upper 
camouflage, wrapped around the fuselage 
belly on some aircraft. Type A roundels 
were carried on the fuselage sides and 
beneath the wing tips with Type B above the 
wings. No evidence has yet come to light 
indicating that the Lysanders were already 
wearing a yellow surround to their fuselage 
roundels, but it Is reasonable to assume that 
this was so, also that some carried fin 
stripes. The latter comprised a wide assort- 
ment as regards height and width on 
Lysanders observed in Britain immediately 
after the fall of France, so presumably this 
was a characteristic during the French 
debacle. Squadron letters were medium 
grey, unit coding being forward on the port 
side and usually placed in the same position 
on the starboard fuselage side. 

Action for No 2 Squadron commenced at 
dawn on May 10 when 75 bombs rained 
upon their detachment’s base at Senon. 
This caused the unit to hurry back to Abbe- 
ville. As soon as Belgium was violated GHQ 


ordered Plan D, thereby instructing the 
British Expeditionary Force to move for- 
ward to the River Oyle in Belgium and hold a 
line pivoted on Louvain. To provide air 
reconnaissance for the BEF part of the 
Lysander force was ordered into Belgium. 
Before it could do so squadrons involved 
needed to seek suitable Advanced Landing 
Grounds — easier said than done. 

First away was No 4 Squadron which nar- 
rowly missed a dawn onslaught by Heinkel 
Ills, and which had hurriedly dispersed 
some of its aircraft to Croix Moligneaux. 
Nevertheless, four hours before the army 
crossed into Belgium two Lysanders of No 
4, L4742 and P1733, entered Belgian air 
space to observe designated routes for the 
land forces, and seek an ALG eventually 
chosen nearAspelaere. At 14.30 hrs on May 
10 six He 11 Is appeared over Monchy. Spi- 
rited action by the gunners of No 210 Bat- 
tery using Bofors and LMQs drove off the 
enemy. At the same time enemy aircraft 
penetrated to Dieppe where, to escape 
destruction, the Lysanders of 26 Squadron 
were ordered into the air. It was clearly 
going to be a tough war. 

During May 11 Lysanders contented 
themselves by reconnoitring British 
advanced positions and the army drive into 
Belgium, since the enemy remained in what 


was designated the Strategic Reconnais- 
sance Zone, the prerogative of the Blenheim 
reconnaissance force. A photo mosaic of 
the British front line was obtained although 
the army advance was greatly hindered by 
the long, sad columns of refugees which 
were a great hindrance. 

Surviving records of the Lysander opera- 
tions in the French campaign suggest that 
initial offensive operations were undertaken 
by No 4 Squadron on May 12, although only 
the retreat of Belgian forces was seen. 

A special feature of the enemy's advance 
was the rapid deployment of anti-aircraft 
guns which accompanied the Wehrmacht. 
Reconnaissance even of most forward posi- 
tions was hazardous so that on May 13 
when No 4 Squadron made first contact 
with the foe PI 733 was badly shot up and 
P9063, flown by P/0 Vaughan, failed to 
return. Next day 'B' Flight of the squadron 
took up residence at the primitively equip- 
ped ALG at Aspelaere and soon after L4742 
was also missing. The task in hand was 
mainly to report on the position of the Ger- 
man advance, although location of enemy 
gun batteries to permit counter-battery fire 
was an equally important task. 

On May IS No 2 Squadron sent its ‘C 
Flight to Wevelghem to commence recon- 
naissance flights which this and 4 Squadron 
undertook during the day. 

Two more Lysander squadrons now 
entered battle. As soon as No 26 entered the 
fray it lost an aircraft. No 13 Squadron, 
which moved to Douai on May 11. was now 
also busy on operations. 

By May 16 the retreat of the BEF from the 
Dyle Line had begun as the enemy advance 
on the Meuse area produced an alarming 
aspect. It was clear that the squadrons In 
Belgium might easily become cut off. There- 
fore they had to be ordered back to France. 
During the day P/0 Langley on patrol was 
set upon by six Bf 109$. His gunner claimed 


N1294:LX-T of 225 
Squadron has spat 
side panels removed 
to prevent wheel bind- 
ing, a common feature. 
Under belly remains 
camouflaged and 
iower surfaces were 
presumably still silver. 
A gas detection patch 
is on the tailplane. 
LX:W has entirely 
different letter style, 
a white spinner and 
tall fin striping. The 
gas detection patch 
is on the front of the 
starboard spat, above 
the wing on LX:E the 
second aircraft in the 
flight (IWM CH1 180). 
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one. but 4 Squadron lost another aircraft. 
No 16 Squadron commenced tactical 
reconnaissance (Tac/R) sorties on May 17 
in the Le Cateau-Cambrai area. Occasion- 
ally by this stage of the campaign the 
Lysanders were involved in low level bomb- 
ing, but their small loads had little effect 
upon enemy columns. It was indeed fortu- 
nate that No 14 Squadron had by now vac- 
ated Aspelaere since on May 17 Ju 67s dive 
bombed the ALQ, although they did little 
damage. 

May 18 found No 16 Squadron busily fly- 
ing Tac/Rs losing L4604 in the process. 
N1221 of 13 Squadron was just airborne 
when a bomb fell from the Lysander. Its 
pilot orbited then landed. As he touched 
down at Glisy another bomb exploded 
destroying the aircraft. 

No 2 Squadron was now attached to 3 
Corps, but the enemy advance was ever 
gaining strength. A special group, 
AMFORCE, was moved to the Cambrai area 
and No 4 Squadron operated with this to 
provide intelligence material. Pilot Officer 
C. H. Dearden managed to bring KO:N back 
to his unit to relate how he had been set 
upon by nine Bf 109s near Cambrai. He 
eluded them by diving to ground level. 
Although his fuel tank was holed no less 
than 32 times he managed to fly for 20 
minutes to land at Douai. 

By May 19 it was patently obvious that the 
Lysander force was unable to provide much 
useful information to the army. Nos 2 and 
26 Squadrons were therefore ordered to 
retire to England, reform and resume 
Tac/Rs close to the French coast and also 


More points of differing detail are visible 
on R2007. Gas detection patches head both 
spats, the letter style is thin, bracing strut 
root appears to be black. All Lysanders 
seem to have had their unit letters ahead on 
the port side. 


from Abbeville the same day during the 
squadron’s return to Lympne, 

Nos 4 and 13 Squadrons gallantly held on 
in France making daily Tac/R flights but 
steadily retreated as their bases became 
untenable, although it was May 29 before 
No 13 Squadron quit France. 

By then the squadrons which had gone to 
England were busily operating, having 
resumed action on May 22. On that day No 2 
Squadron roamed around Boulogne asses- 
sing the situation and was to be seen over 
Campagne, Etaples and Arras. Pilot Officer 
A. F. Doige was despatched to Merville in 
KO:U. His gunner shot down a Ju 87 and 
soon after Doige destroyed an Hs 126 using 
his front guns. The same day six Lysanders 
of No 2 Squadron delivered a bombing raid 
on roads south of Boulogne but as P/0 G. 
Grant Govan landed P1672 at Bekesbourne 
three bombs which had hung up tumbled 
off and exploded, killing one of the crew 
and seriously damaging the Lysander, 

Some remarkable escapes following bat- 
tle damage were made during this phase of 
operations. On May 25 P/0 E. N. Baker of 
No 2 Squadron flew a Tac/R from Bekes- 
bourne to the St. Omer-Bethune area. 
Although one of his bracing struts was shot 
away, he made base. Later that day P/0 F. 
M. G. Scotter on a Boulogne Tac/R in KO:X 
was attacked for 20 minutes by more than a 
dozen Bf 109s. Although the Lysander was 
seriously damaged it was brought back to 
Hawkinge. 

Despite the Lysander's distinctive shape, 
failure to fire the colours of the day fast 
enough brought three Spitfires into action 
against L4801 of No 16 Squadron on May 
26. Three days later P/0 C. F. M. Chapman 
was on patrol near Dunkirk when anti- 
aircraft fire blew away three wing ribs ahead 
of the spar of KO:A. This forced him to 
maintain a speed of over 100 mph and led to 
a spectacular landing at Hawkinge. 

The most intensive operation of the whole 
campaign took place on May 27 when 22 
Lysanders including KO:U, S, F, C. D, V, Pand 
Continued on page 214 


A formation of Lysam 
ders of No 225 
Squadron in August 
1940. LX:E-L6865 

nearest still has a 
camouflaged under 
belly. LX:T-N1294 has 
unit letters aft like 
LX:M-N1256. All have 
the inner faces of the 
spats camouflaged 
(IWM CH1178}. 


fly bombing operations from the new main 
base. Hawkinge. Badly mauled. No 13 
Squadron made its way through Authio 
early on the 19th. No 26 Squadron had 
already retreated there from Glisy and soon 
it was told to proceed to England. Whilst the 
aircraft could easily reach it, home was only 
reachable by a tortuous route for the 
ground personnel. Such Lysanders as 
could not be flown home were left burning 
on the ground to prevent enemy capture. 

By skilful flying at low level and using 
good manoeuvrability the Lysander could 
escape from the Bf 109s. but flak evasion 
was not so easy. Lysanders were really too 
slow for the tasks upon which they were 
being employed. Even over their home 
bases they were easy prey, as when 109s 
shot down two aircraft of 4 Squadron at 
Marcq on May 19. Two others of No 16 
Squadron were shot down on a ferry flight 
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1 A Lysander of No 13 Squadron in the markings carried in August 
1940. The roundel was very large with a very narrow yellow sur- 
round. 


2 00:Z-L4767 of No 13 Squadron. This aircraft joined the unit in 
February 1939 and was held until February 1941. The markings 
shown were carried early 1940 when in France. 


Drawings by David Dean, who was also responsible for those of the Lysander in our October 1975 issue. 


Continued from page 212 
Bof2Squadron, L4798,L4793.P1669.L4795, 
L4806 and P1664 of No 16 Squadron and 
N1243. L6863, N1203 and L4756 of No 26 
Squadron dropped supplies in containers to 
the beleaguered garrison in the Citadei at 
Calais. 

Official records of the part played by the 
Lysanders in the French campaign are very 
incomplete and conflicting. It is unlikely that 
any detailed coverage will ever now be possi- 
ble. Thus any recollections and photographs 
relating to the period wouid indeed be wel- 
come. An estimate of the number of sorties 
fiown between May 10 and 31 suggestsabout 
500, and that another 100 were flown in the 
first week of June 1940, some by aircraft 
operating out of Rouen/Boos. Operations 
ended about June 6. An official return of 
aircraft iosses lists 34 Lysanders as being 
written off between May 1 0 and June 20 1 940. 

Aircraft and squadron strengths were seri- 
ousiy cut by the end of May, so much so that 
No 613 Squadron equipped with Hectors and 
receiving Lysanders was called to action. On 
May 24 six of its Hectors were flown to Haw- 


kinge and next day six of its Lysanders 
(P1670. L6872, L6855. P1724 and P1693) 
bombed guns near Caiais. The Hectors were 
unabie to operate because the bombs avail- 
able were unsuitable, but at dawn on May 26 
they went again to the advanced base and at 
0950 K9706. K81 1 1 . K81 27, K9721 . K9781 and 
K8106 set off each with two 120 ib bombs to 
attack the gun battery the Lysanders had 
aimed forthepreviousday.Afurtherattackby 
Hectors K9706, K8127, K3116, K9781. K9727 
and K6106 was carried out on Calais on May 
27. these being the only operational sorties 
ever flown by Hectors. 

Once their participation in the French 
campaign had ended the Lysander squad- 
rons were repositioned and Plan Banquet 
came into play with fears of an invasion of 
Britain. Daily, from mid-June at dusk and first 
light, pairs of Lysanders patrolled the coast- 
line, each squadron being allotted patrol 
lines between which it looked for any sign of 
invaders. 

Throughout that alarming summer of 1940 
there was concern lest the enemy resorted to 
the use of poison gas, particularly during an 


invasion of Britain. Accordingly Nos 2, 4, 26, 
225 and 614 Squadrons of Lysanders were 
chosen to carryout any retaliatory gasaction. 
Each squadron received SO 250 Ib Smoke 
Curtain Installation units sufficient for each 
aircraft to make two spraying sorties when 
allowing for an IE of 12 aircraft per squadron. 

The Lysander was clearly going to remain 
the main equipment of thearmy co-operation 
squadrons, and production had built up well. 
A refined variant came along in August 1940, 
the Mk III. Externally it differed little from the 
Mk 1. internally It had self-sealing fuel tanks 
and its engine gave more power. Twin Brown- 
ings were already in the rear cockpit. The first 
Mk Ills were delivered to 1 10 Squadron RCAF 
at Odiham (in the form of R9001-9008) on 
August 25 1 940. These were powered by the 
Mercury ME VI, whereas R9009 delivered the 
same day was the first with a Mercury XVA. 
The Canadians were chosen to work out any 
snags since they were not yet operational. 
The new mark was gradually phased in from 
October 1940 when R9012, '13, 28-30 joined 
No 4 Squadron and R9015-19 went to No 16 
Squadron. 
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3 LX:E L6865 of No 225 Squadron In the marking style of August 4 P1684 as recorded at Cambridge mid-August 1940. The rear 
1940 with Sky in place of silver, but the bracing strut still to be canopy sliding panel has been removed, spat covers are off, gas 
painted Sky. Such anomalies abounded on the Lysanders at the detection panel was above the starboard wing. Roundel was 
time. exceptionally large and the fin stripe too. 


Trials at Boscombe Down in April-May 1940 
had resulted in a Tl of a twin Browning gun 
installation for the rear cockpit. No 16 Squad- 
ron tried it out in mid-June 1940. It was not 
suitable and the usual Vickers GO gun was 
reinstated. Westland then produced an effec- 
tive unit, but it was deemed unwise to instal 
this until the autumn invasion period was 
passed. For the model maker a point of detail 
concerning the Lysander of this time is that 
the rear canopy over the gunner's compart- 
ment should be removed. This was to permit 
the gun to be at readiness at all times. 

Another feature of armament first tried in 
June 1 940 on K61 27 was the fitting of a 20 mm 
Hispano cannon to each outer side of the 
spats in place of the bomb stub. After pre- 
liminarytrialsatAFDUNortholtK6127wentto 
110 Squadron RCAF. Trials continued with 
firing against tanks, then it was decided to 
equip all Lysander squadrons with sufficient 
cannon for halftheir IE strength. Bytheendof 
1940 all except two squadrons had their gun 
establishment. These guns could fire adozen 
rounds per section each, but they cut the 
Lysander’s speed by 12 mph. Since only ball 
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ammunition could be supplied cannon were 
of doubtful value anyway against AFVs. A 
cannon-armed Lysander would make an 
interesting and easy model to build. 

The roles for which the Lysander was listed 
in summer 1940 were bombing with a load of 
12 40 Iband 1620 Ibon stub and beneath the 
rear fuselage on light series carriers, cannon 
attack and gas spray. The latter two roles 
meant some delay in conversion of course. In 
thecase of gas spray with the aircraft flying at 
between 25OandS0Ofeetadense cloud of gas 
could cover an area 600 yards long by 60 
yards wide, boosted to 600 yards wide when 
flying at up to 4,000 feet, but all dependent 
upon wind speed. 

Throughout August 1940 the Lysander 
squadrons stood at high readiness patrolling 
and awaiting the invasion. Twice in Sep- 
tember they were brought to Invasion Alert, 
but of course nothing materialised. Had it 
done so a fleet of Tiger Moths and Magisters 
placed at the disposal of HQ Home Forces 
underP/an Banquet Light and drawn from 15 
EFTSs and flown by instructors, approxi- 
mately 70 Flights each of about five aircraft. 


would have been attached to the 12 opera- 
tional Lysander squadrons operating by the 
autumn of 1940. Bomb racks were supplied 
and fitted at the EFTSs, and each army co- 
operation squadron held 2.000 20 Ib Type F 
bombs, eight of which wouid have been car- 
ried by each trainer. The task of the iatter 
would have been level and dive bombing of 
any troops once they were inland from the 
landing zone. Just how serious was the 
situation could be seen at the time when the 
trainers undertook operational training at 
home stations. 


Lysander markings 

Three colour schemes were evident on 
Lysanders between June and late September 
1940, viz: usual camouflage with silver under 
surfaces including the underside of the fuse- 
lage; usual camouflage with silver undersur- 
faces but with upper surface coloursextend- 
ing beneath thefuselage still evident on a few 
aircraft certainly up to August; and usual 
upper surface colours but with Sky under 
surfaces including the belly of the fuselage. 
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1.8.40 to Okehampton. 15.8.40 to Weston Zoyland. 
26 Squadron 10.5.40 at Dieppe. 11-12.5.40 to ALG 
Arras. 14.5.40 to Athie. 19.5.40 retired to Lympne. 

8.6.40 to West Mailing. 3. 8.40'B'FlighttoCambridge. 
Lysander squadrons established but not operated 

in France were: 110 Squadron, RCAF; arrived 
Odiham 27.2.40. 7.40 etseq used Redhill as advanced 
base. 225 Squadron: formed Odiham 3.10.39, toTil- 
shead 9.6.40.239 Squadron: formed Hatfield 18.9.40. 
'B' Flight detached Cambridge, other detachments 
toQatwick.241 Squadron: formed Inverness25.9. 40. 
268 Squadron: formed Bury St Edmunds 30.9.40. 
Detachment at Cambridge 1-24.10.40. 309 Squad- 
ron: formed Abbotsinch 28.10.40. To Renfrew 
6.11.40. 613 Squadron, Odiham 5.40, Netherthorpe 

6.40, to Firbeck7,9.40.614Squadron: Replaced Hec- 
tor at Odiham 2.40. To Grangemouth 6.6.40. 

Lysanders used by squadrons in France 10.5.40- 
8.6.40: official records, upon which these notes are 
based, are incomplete and contradictory. One listing 
states that 34 Lysanders were lost In action. The 
following notes are based onseveral sources. Where 
no dales are given the aircraft is believed to have 
served throughout the stated period 
2 Squadron L4809 FTR 31.5.40. L4611 ?. L4815. 
L4816, L6847. L6848, N1241. N1258. N12S9. N1261. 
N1262, N1316 31.5.40 et seq, also N1319. P1672 
FBOE 22.5.40. P1714 18.5.40-20.5.40, PI 723, P1742 

31.5.40 et seq also R1969 and R1997, N1242. 
P1721 ?. P1722 ?. 

4 Squadron L4742 FTR 14.6.40, L4745 FTR 14.5.40. 
L474B, '52. ’64, '55, 1,4814 FBOE 16.5.40, N1 263 FBOE 

18.5.40, N1264 FBOE 18.5.40. N1274, P1711 SOC 

6.40, P1734, P9061, '62, '63 FTR 13,5,40, '64, 

13 Squadron L4759. 60, '64 SOC 30.7.45. '65 SOC 

6.40, 67, '68, '69, '72, L4812 SOC 5.40, 1.6885. '86, 
N1213 used on 16.5.40 only. N121S. '19, '20, N1221 
FBOE 18.5.40. N1223 SOC 7.40. N1246 FTR 6.40. 
N1260 SOC 7.40. 

16 Squadron L4793 FTR 31 .5.40. L4794. '95. '96 FTR 

19.5.40, L4798, L4801, '02, '03. 04 FTR 18.6.40, '05, 
'07. '13. N1 244 from 31 .5,40 and N1 297, P1669, '74 on 
Charge from 31 .5.40 with P1675, '78: P1684. '85 FTR 

27.6.40, PI 687. P1720 FTR 28,5.40, P9077 and P1673 
on charge from 31 .5.40. 

26Squadron L4761 20.5.40 to FTR 1 .6.40. L4756 from 

20.5.40, L4773 FTR 27.5.40. L4774 Crashed 15.5,40, 
L4775, '76. '77, '78 FTR 3.6.40, L4750. '82 FTR 27.5.40, 
L4785 FTR 3.6.40, L6854. N1243 20,5.40 — FTR 

275.40, N1 269 20.5.40 et seq, L6B63 20.5.40 — FTR 

27.5.40, N1202 FTR 19.5.40. N1203, N1211 30.5.40 
FTR 4.6.40, N1212 16.5.40 — 17.5.40, N1243 20.5.40 
— FTR 1,6.40. N1253 20.5.40 — FTR 1,6.40, N1271 
FTR 3.6.40, N1275, '90 FTR 19.5.40, N1292 FBOE 

19.5.40, N1306from 30.5.40, P1664&P171420.5.40et 
seq. P1745 30.5.40 et seq. P9060 31.5.40 et seq. 
P9107. P9127 18.5.40 et seq. 

Abbreviations: FTR = failed to return. FBOE = 
written off after battle damage— Insome cases might 
have been more accurately FTR. D 


The cannon trial installation on K6127. The guns have bracing struts between each one and 
the fuselage. 


large, others comparatively small. The width 
and height of fin striping varied just as much. 
Pilots explained that they felt saferfrom naval 
and army gunners when the national mark- 
ings were the largest possible. With the Intro- 
duction of Sky the underwing roundels were 
deleted. There never was a norm for Lysander 
markings until very late in 1 940, and well into 
1941 the markings differed although new 
deliveries established more normality where 
roundels and fin stripes were concerned. 


Sky was introduced generally in July 1940, 
and all the Lysanderswhich I saw, drawn from 
four of the squadrons, had a ‘medium shade' 
of the green-toned Sky. 

Grey squadron codes varied in size and 
position, but the greatest variation lay among 
fuselage roundels and fin stripes. In August 
1940the Lysandersof2, 16 and 26 Squadrons 
were a daily sight for me and from personal 
observation I can state that their fuselage 
roundels differed in size almost from 
machine to machine. Some were extremely 
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fi1999 of 225 Squad- 
ron shows yet another 
marking style. The 
reduced size fin stripe 
IS raked, wing struts 
are partly Sky, inner 
faces of spats camou- 
flaged and the Sky 
under surfaces termi- y 

nate in a slightly wavy >'• 

line. Even the roundel f .(■ 

position is different j , 

from others depicted ' 

(IWM CH1 189). 




The F-15 Eagle, described as the "best, 
most manoeuverable fighter ever built" is 
the first pure air superiority fighter to be 
developed for the USAF since the F-86 
Sabre of 1948. High performing, heavily- 
armed. agile enough to perform 5g turns 
which would rip most aircraft to pieces, the 
F-15 has been designed to fulfil one 
specialist role: to rule the skies during the 
late seventies and early eighties. In simple 
terms, a dogfighter. 


First requirement for a new air superiority 
fighter came from the USAF in 1 965. Known 
first as the FX project, McDonnell-Douglas 
won the formal design competition and 
Pratt and Whitney the contract for the 
turbofan power units. Air superiority re- 
quires a combination of performance, 
avionics and weaponry, and 
McDonnell-Douglas made some 
500 design studies of features for 
the aircraft. High speed agility 
was of prime importance. The 
need to save on weight, cost and 
complexity ruled out a variable- 
geometry layout, but twin 
engines were adopted for 
survivability. Multiple control systems will 
keep the F-15 fighting in the face of battle 
damage, and the engine is module-built 
to allow for rapid repair. Off-the-shelf 
avionics have been used wherever possible, 
and flying controls have been kept simple. 

Main weapon for the F-1 5A is a General 
Electric 20mm Gatling gun mounted in the 
right hand wing root. The new Philco-Ford 
25mm gun - 6.000 rounds per minute ! - will 
be fitted to the second Air Force wing. 
Missile armament is a mix of 8 Sidewinders 
and Sparrows and the Navy's new Agile 
may be adopted later. Just as important as 


the impressive array of weaponry itself is 
the Hughes APG-63 "dogfighting" attack 
radar which gives the pilot a continual flow 
of information and calculations for air-to-air 
combat. 

The USAF has made some proud claims 
for the F-1 5. They say it will out-climb, out- 
manoeuvre and out-accelerate any MiG 
now or in the next decade. In simulation 
exercises against a MtG-25 Foxbat the 
Eagle has proven superiority with either gun 
or missiles. Even assuming that Soviet 
missile technology is further advanced, the 
F-15's manoeuvrability will still give it a 
clearly-defined edge. 

The Eagle made its first flight at Edwards 
Air Force Base on July 27th 1972 and by 
the end of 1 973 eleven were involved in test 
flight studies. Fully operational deployment 
should be attained during 1976. The Eagle, 
with Its smooth flat surface area painted 
"air superiority blue" looks every inch a 
lethal weapon. The dogfighter has returned. 

Revell's superbly detailed 1/72nd 
scale F-15 Eagle Kit makes the most of 
this stunning new dogfighter. The 
finished model stands over 10^" long 
with a wing span of over 7". Full- 
realism details include removable Pratt 
£t Whitney Turbofan engine. 
Opening clear canopy reveals 
cockpit instrument panel, 
control stick, pedals and 
ejection seat. To complete 
the kit optional position 
landing gear with movable 
wheels, speed brake, four 
sparrow missiles and full 
colour USAF markings. Add the 
Eagle's air superiority to your 
collection. 

At your stockist NOW I 
It's the latest addition to the 
Reveil range. CAT. NO.CBSI 

There are 66 other superb 1/72nd 
models in Revell’s range of over 270 
action packed Kits. 

Revell are the World's largest 
manufacturer., of plastic hobby 
kits. 

Revell (G.B.) Ltd., Cranborne Road. 
Potters Bar, Hertfordshire Telephone 58261 


Return of the 


l?evell 


a box full 
of action! 
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Converting Airfix figures for Renaissance armies 

ECW or 30 Years’ War 
musketeers 


THIS EXTENDS the range of the previous 
article to typical 17th Century and Eastern 
types who can be produced from Airfix 00 
scale figures with a minimum of trouble, 
thus making wargame armies of such con- 
versions a practical possibility. Most of the 
17th Century figures are usable for the late 
16th Century too, or even for earlier parts of 
the period with slight modification (for 
example, the pikeman could be given a 
morion, made as described in the previous 
article, or a plumed hat of Lansknecht style 
as for the cavalryman below). 

ECW or 30 Years’ War 
cavalryman 

He represents the 'standard' type of the 
period. As with our earlier 16th Century 
horseman, the basis is an Airfix French 
Napoleonic Cuirassier; once again built up 
below the waist with Plasticine, attached 
with Uhu and hardened with clear dope; this 
time, however, the Plasticine is shaped into 
the skirts of his buff coat. Pistols are made 
as on the earlier figure, with paper folded 
over plastic rod. and attached with Uhu. 

In this case, however, a ‘head transplant' 
has been performed: cowboy and Confed- 
erate heads are a ready source of the 
broad-brimmed hats required for so many 
17th Century troops, both horse and foot. 
Plumes are of Plasticine, treated as 
described, and are attached after the head 
has been fixed on. Glue alone is inadequate 
for the latter operation, and a cut-off length 
of pin must therefore be used, thrust down 
through the head and into the body. Similar 
means are employed to attach the horse- 
man to his horse, though in this case a pre- 
liminary hole is made in the saddle, a piece 
of pin inserted point up, and the rider 
pressed down upon it. Glue may be used to 
reinforce the joints and cover any gaps. As 
considerable pressure has to be used, these 
pinnings should be done before the 
attachment of any bits and pieces to the 
figure. 

Finally, the waist-sash is largely painted 
on. with outlining to make it stand out. but 
its flying ends are made from household foil 
and attached with Uhu. 

The completed figure could have a black, 
grey or tan hat. plumes probably black or 
white, black or polished steel cuirass, light 
tan skirts to coat, coloured sleeves — could 
be striped, and dark brown boots; the one 
shown proclaims his Cavalier affiliation with 
a red sash, but he could also be a Round- 
head, Swede. Dutchman or French caval- 
ryman. 
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There are several quick ways of produc- 
ing these essential gentlemen. One is to use 
the Confederate infantryman firing; main 
modifications are; shave down his lower 
legs with a sharp modelling knife, to repre- 
sent stockings; add Plasticine plumes to 
hat: glue short pieces of plastic rod, 
stretched sprue or similar along the cross- 
belt over his left shoulder to represent the 
cartridges hanging from his bandolier: and 
attach a pin sword-scabbard as described in 
the previous article. 

The figure can then be cut carefully from 
his own stand and heat-welded to a larger 
one (I use the ones provided for dead 
horses in various sets), allowing a headless 
pin to be thrust up through the stand and 
into the musket, as a musket-rest. 

Another figure I have used is the World 
War 1 British Infantry firing, which requires 
a Confederate head, but has the advantage 
of a longer jacket (that of the Confederate is 
so short that it must be painted as a sort of 
doublet) and breeches and puttees which 
will do as they are. Cut away packs, and 
replace the very thin rifle with a pin. A 
second pin is pushed up through his stand 
as a rest. 

ECW or 30 Years’ War pikeman 

You will need at least one of these to 
every two of the musketeers. Again, several 
figures could be used, but I have employed 
Japanese World War 2 infantry, as having 
suitable jackets, breeches and hose 
(puttees) and including several suitable pos- 
itions. 

All belts and equipment detail must be cut 
away and/or smoothed down with a hot 
knife blade: a corselet, if required, can sim- 
ply be painted on; tassets may be added 
from household foil, attached with Uhu. You 



could give them felt hats like the musketeer, 
or morion helmets or 'pof types (for the 
latter use World War 1 French Infantry 
heads), but the Japanese cap can be con- 
verted into a lobstertail pot by being cut to a 
rounded shape, leaving the peak, and hav- 
ing a foil neck-guard added as shown. Hel- 
met and corselet look most effective if 
painted in shiny black or black-silver mix, to 
contrast with matt painted clothing. Jacket 
skirts would be buff, but sleeves probably of 
a regimental colour. Breeches most likely 
grey or brown; stockings grey or un- 
bleached wool, with coloured ribbons 
painted in at knee. Pike is of course of thin 
wire, thrust through holes already made 
using a pin in a pair of pliers. 

Turkish cavalry 

Again, these could serve, with only minor 
changes, in Persian. Muscovite, Mameluke, 
Mogul and other Eastern armies. The two 
shown are both based on the horsemen 
from the Arab set. Whereas Western cavalry 
have to have pistols attached. Easterners 
need bowcase and quiver, made as shown 
in the diagram. The basic Arab figure needs 
little modification, the main change being in 
head-dress. The light cavalryman's turban 
could be made of Plasticine, but a stronger 
alternative is to melt the end of a piece of 
the sprue on which the figures come, over a 
candle. When you have a molten lump of 
suitable size, iab it down on top of the 




Facing page Turkish 
light cavalry standard 
bearer, based on an 
Airfix Arab horseman. 

This page The 'Croat' 
cavalryman based on 
an Airfix Waterloo 
British hussar. Right 
Turkish Spahi. 





'Arrows' of stretched 
sprue glued Into top 




Paper patch 
'pocket' with 
additional 
arrows or 
short javelin 
^could 
sometimes 
be added 


Above How to make a bowcase and quiver 
lor Eastern cavalry. 


Opposite page, far ieft 17th Century mus- 
keteer based on the Airfix American Civil 
War Confederate. Left The 'universal' 17th 
Century cavalryman, In this case a Cavalier, 
made from the Airfix French Waterloo 
cuirassier figure. 


This page below 17th Century pikemen 
based on Airfix Japanese infantry of World 
War 2. Right Janissaries, based on Airfix 
French Foreign Legion figures. 


figure's head, to which it will weld itself; 
drop it into a bowl of water to cool quickly, 
then cut off sprue and cut turban to shape. 
It needs a bit of practice, but is proof 
against careless handling, unlike the Plasti- 
cine version. 

The Spahi or heavy cavalryman has a 
helmet cut from a World War 1 German and 
glued on, with a nasal of stretched sprue 
and a neck-guard of tissue painted as mail. 

Both have shields, and for strength and 
speed I have used drawing-pins stuck into 
the figures, which look quite good though 
they are actually a little too large. The light 
cavalryman’s horsetail standard is a large- 
headed pin, with a tail actually cut from a 
'dead' Airfix horse; the Spahi has a pin 
lance stuck through his hand and decorated 


with a paper pennon. 

Dress could be richly-coloured, greens 
and blues being favoured, with possibly 
hussar-style frogging on the chest; turbans 
white with red cap in centre: boots usually 
yellow. 

‘Croat’ 

A very useful figure this, which can serve 
not only as a 30 Years' War Imperial Croa- 
tian irregular, but also with minor mods and 
changes of weaponry as a Hungarian. 
Cossack. Dell! or even Tartar. What is more, 
very little conversion is required. Just take a 
Waterloo British cavalryman (Hussar), cut 
his busby down to about half height and 
add a trailing pointed cloth crown from 
Plasticine; for a Croat add bolstered pistols 
and heat-weld on a carbine (cut from an 
infantry figure) slung on his right from a belt 
represented by a bit of stuck-on foil ; paint in 
reds and browns, with the saddlecloth 
perhaps painted as a leopard-skin or simi- 
lar, and you have him! 

Turkish infantry 

The Arab foot figures from the set whose 
cavalry you have already used are not 
wasted, but can provide excellent irregular 
infantry ('Azabs', 'Bashi-Bazouks'); the 
standing figure is best, requiring only a wire 
spear or bow and a turban made as already 
described. Spearmen would have a shield 
either round or of the shape shown. This 
can be cut from thin card or plastic card and 
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Turkish irregular iight infantryman. 


glued to a flat cut on the arm to receive it: 
joint can be strengthened by the addition of 
a smail piastic or paper 'strap' glued behind 
the shieid and round the arm. 

The Turkish regular infantry, the famous 
Janissaries, can best be made from the 
Foreign Legion figures, which already have 
suitable turned-back coats, breeches and 
‘stockings'. Main work is cutting away 
packs, etc — a pouch can be left attached to 
the waistbelt. The cap is cut down to a stub, 
and a paper or foii flap glued over it from 
the front, to hang down the back as shown; 
a piece of sprue is glued at the front as the 
gilt plume-holder which was worn, and on 
some figures I have added a plume from a 
bit of partly-unravelled thread. 

Sword in scabbard can be a pin as previ- 
ously described — in this case slightly bent, 
but on some of the figures it is possible to 
use the existing bayonet-scabbard, the 
lower part being cut free from the coat and 
bent slightly, using a heat-source to soften 
it. 

They are painted dark blue, with yellow 
sash and stockings; cap white with gold 
base and plume-holder; plume grey. A black 
line on the face indicates the customary 
Janissary moustache. 


As this is my last article for Airfix Maga- 
zine on Renaissance soldiers, I would like to 
thank all those readers who have written or 
spoken to me expressing interest. I hope the 
series has done something to open up a 
neglected but fascinating period to the mili- 
tary modeller and wargamer. and would 
again suggest that those interested contact 
the Pike and Shot Society (Treasurer Pat 
Wingfield. 95 Springhill Drive. Crofton. 
Wakefield. West Yorks, annual subcription 
£2). The society produces a magazine. The 
Arquebusier, runs a wargames champion- 
ship, and generally aims to cater for those 
interested in this period rather as the very 
successful Society of Ancients does for 
those interested in that era. □ 

For more in-depth information on this 
period and the figures described above, read 
the author's new book Renaissance Armies 
1480-1650, published by Patrick Stephens 
Ltd for £4.25. Ed. 



british 

army 

uniforms 

1660-1900 


15th (The King’s) Light Dragoons c 1778, by Bryan Fosten 


THIS FAMOUS regiment, later to become the 
15th Hussars, was raised in March 1759 
under the command of Lt General George 
Augustus Eliot and was also referred to as 
Eliot's Light Dragoons. It was the senior of a 
group of similar light cavalry regiments 



raised in 1759 and 1760 and soon attained 
an elitish quality which began to attract' 
young officer recruits from many wealthy 
and influential families. Eliot's probably 
gained an additional interest from impor- 
tant young men because of their early battle 
record. Only one year after their raising, 
on July 16 1760, they gained a magnificent 
victory by smashing five battalions of fine 
French infantry at the Battle of Emsdorff 
capturing many standards and cannons in 
the process. One of the squadrons in this 
action was led by a young Cornet, John 
Floyd, who was only 12 years of age! This 
victory was considered important enough 
to warrant the right to wear a 'battle 
honour’, one of the very first of its kind, on 
the front of their caps. 

The well documented 1768 Clothing 
Warrant describes the uniform for the NCOs 
and troopers as being red, faced with blue, 
and with half-lapels and white metal buttons 
set on in pairs. The regiment had the hon- 
our of wearing the King's Crest (The Lion of 
England) set within The Garter and with the 
Royal Crown above as its regimental badge 
on all the appointments. The holster caps 
and the housing were white decorated 
along the edges with the Royal (red gold 
and blue] lace. The trumpeters and the 
hautboists (musicians) are described as 
having red coats with blue facings all deco- 
rated with Royal lace. 

The Warrant goes on to say that the coats, 
of the private men of the light dragoons 
were to be lapelled to the waist, to have the 
sleeves turned up with the colour of the 
lapel and an epaulette on each shoulder. 
The sergeants had a silver buttonhole lace, 
a narrow lace round the collar and also had 
epaulettes. These epaulettes were the col- 
our of the facings with a narrow silver lace 
round it and a silver fringe. The sergeants 
wore pouches like their men and had sashes 
of spun silk around their waists with a cen- 
tral stripe of the facing colour. The corpor- 
als had a narrow silver lace around the top 
edges of their cuffs and also wore epau- 
lettes. These had a white silk tape around 
the edge and a white silk fringe. The light 
dragoons wore half black gaiters. 
Continued on page 222 


A captain of the 15th Light Dragoons based 
on the portrait of Captain Lord Ferrers. Note 
the distinctive cross-hilted sword and the 
silver buckle and tip to the sword belt. Other 
Light Dragoon regiments had a breast plate 
or clasp. 




LANCASTER 

DAMBUSTER 

IN 1/48th SCALE 


While this Lancaster in its standard B.1 Bill form won 
justified fame for its immense contribution to Britain's 
bomber offensive against Germany in the 1942/45 period, 
the aircraft earned an extra place in aviation history for 
its dramatic use In a number of hazardous special 
operations for which it required considerable 
modification. And the crews who flew the modified 
Lancasters on the special missions required, in turn, a 
special brand of courage and efficiency. 

The selection of the Lancaster bomber for the special 
missions was conditioned by the fact that it was the 
only bomber in service in 1942-43 which had a big 
enough bomb-bay and big enough lifting capability to 
carry the heavy bombing effort against Germany. The 
rugged character of the Lancaster, its viceless flying 
performance and tough airframe all helped the machine 
to be successful in its new "special " role. 


TAMIYA. 


MKKSPECIAL) 
AND DAMBUSTER LANCASTER 


May be built into one of two models A Oambuster . 
carrying the famous Barnes Wallis "Earthquake Bomb ' 
which was 7 ft. in circumference and shaped like a garden 
roller, or as the Mk I (Special) carrying the Grand Slam 10 


ton bomb, another fearful 
Whichever way you choose I 
of this exciting new Tami) 
features 

• May be built with 
undercarriage up or 
down. 

• Includes four crew 
figures — Pilot. 
Navigator. Bomb 
Aimer, and Ground 
Crewman. 

• Gun turrets revolve. 


invention of Barnes Wallis. 

> build your 1/48 scale model 

> Kit. observe the following 

• Rivet detail must 
be seen to be 
believed. 

• Beautifully moulded 
clear parts. 

• Full painting in- 
structions. 

• Parts included for 
building two of the 
four Merlin En- 
gines. 
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Continued from page 220 

The first guidon of the regiment was 
crimson silk and was made smaller than 
those of the heavy cavalry. The device in the 
centre of the flag was the Rose and Thistle 
conjoined with the Royal Crown above. 
Beneath was the Royal Motto on a scroll. In 
the first and fourth corners (called com- 
partments) on a blue ground was the spring- 
ing white Horse of Hanover and in the 
second and third 'compartments' on a simi- 
lar facing ground the number of the regi- 
ment ‘XV in gold. 

The second and third guidons were blue 
with the Regimental Badge in the centre. 
The White Horse appeared on a red ground 
in the first and fourth 'compartments' and 
the united Rose and Thistle on a similar red 
ground in the second and third. The third 
guidon was distinguished from the second 
by a figure '3' on a red ground set beneath 
the central badge. 

The following description of an officer of 
the regiment is based on a portrait of 
George. Baron Ferrers, the eldest son of the 
Marquess of Townshend who served as a 
Captain in the regiment, painted by Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, and the Inspection report 
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of 1777 which indicates that the officers had 
silver lace. 

The helmet 

A skull of black polished leather with a 
pointed front plate. In the centre of this 
polished front plate, the regimental badge 
with 'Emsdorff below the Garter, on a scroll 
and with the title of the regiment 'THE — 
and — KING'S', on either side of the Garter, 
The Garter itself was lettered 'HONI SOIT 
QUI MAL Y PENSE'. On each side of it were 
French flags with Fleur de Lys and other 
devices representing the honours gained at 
Emsdorff. Over the skull of the helmet was a 
metal crest, riveted to the skull part with a 
narrow flange, and with a fluted decoration 
along the sides. On the front of this crest 
was a Gorgon's Head and sewn along the 
top edge a red horsehair mane. The sides of 
the skull were further decorated with a rib- 
bing made up of sprays of metal leaves. 
Around the base of the cap was a blue 
pleated turban, the ends of which looped up 
over a metal hook at the back end of the 
crest with cords and tassels pendant. The 
turban was bound with fine chain. 

It is interesting to note that several ver- 


sions of the decorations to this cap have 
been recorded. Most modifications appear 
to have occurred to the front plate and 
probably reflect its appearance before and 
after the awarding of the battle honour and 
of receiving the title. For example, one ver- 
sion has a narrow metal fillet edge to the 
front plate lettered 'FIVE BATTALIONS OF 
FRENCH DEFEATED & TAKEN / BY THIS 
REGIMENT WITH THEIR COLOURS & NINE 
CANNONS ON THE PLAINS OF EMSDORF 
JULY THE SIXTEENTH 1760'. In this case 
the central badge remains the same but the 
motto scroll beneath the badge reads 
'MEREBIMUR'. All devices on this head- 
dress were stamped in the leather and 
decorated with silver. 

The coat 

Scarlet coat with a blue folded-down 
collar, blue half-lapels and blue cuffs. The 
lapels reach to just below the waist. Each 
collar front decorated with a square-ended 
loop of lace and button. Each lapel simi- 
larly decorated with four pairs of similar 
loops and buttons. The narrow round blue 
cuffs are plain and there are a pair, and one 
single chevron of lace above the cuffs on 
each sleeve, all with the central button. The 
skirts of the coat reach to just below the 
buttocks. Each skirt was turned back to 
reveal the white shalloon lining and had an 
ornament, probably butterfly-shaped, at the 
junction of the triangles of the revealed 
white linings. At waist level at the rear were 
two hip buttons. On either side of these 
buttons were two pairs of chevron-shaped 
loops. Between the buttons were two hori- 
zontal lace loops with a further two similar 
loops directly below them. The Regimental 
Inspection Report for 1777 indicates that 
the officers had silver-laced buttonholes 
and had black gaiters. (The painting of Cap- 
tain Ferrers by Reynolds appears to have 
gold lace.) 

The waistcoat 

White cloth without lace or embroidery 
and with cross pockets. 

The breeches 

White cloth. 

The tight-fitting gaiters were made of 
black linen and had a small black stiff top 
like a boot cuff. They had black garters, 
black buttons and uniform buckles. On 
some duties light dragoons wore half length 
gaiters. Spurs were buckled on. 

The officer wears a crimson net silk sash 
around his waist, over the waistcoat and 
under the coat. The plain white sword belt is 
worn over the right shoulder and has a sim- 
ple silver buckle and tip. The sword is of a 
distinctive pattern, worn only by the 15th. 
Exceptionally long-bladed, it has a simple 
cross hilt without a knuckle guard. The 
pommel is a lion's head. 

Light Dragoon officers were armed with 
two pistols with 9-inch barrels and when on 
dismounted duties with their men they 
carried fusils and bayonets until about 1776 
when they took to carrying swords, drawn 
and carried over their left arms, as heavy 
cavalry officers did when parading on foot. 

□ 
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MiG-21 MF ‘Fishbed J 
in 1 ;72 scale 


Conversion from the Airfix 
kit by Tim Perry 


THE FAMOUS MiG 21. mainstay of the 
Communist bloc fighter squadrons, has had 
a long history of shortcomings but, rather 
than build a complete new aircraft, its 
designers have continually improved upon 
the original airframe, increasing its range 
and armament capacity. This has produced 
a large family tree, the latest models having 
little in common with the original aircraft. 

Even so the basic shape of the aircraft has 
remained and conversions are relatively 
uncomplicated, being a matter of adding all 
the improvements which have been features 
of previous marks. Thus the MF version, 
compared with Fishbed C, the Airfix kit (on 
which this conversion is based) has a 
longer, wider nose and intake, more power- 
ful engine, larger fuselage spine, broad 
chord fin, and a conventional cockpit 
canopy (which. Incidentally, hinges on the 
starboard edge like a Bf 109). Also the 
brake parachute housing has been moved 
from under the fuselage to the base of the 
fin, the armament has been improved and 
the avionics updated. Even so, Fishbed K 
has an even larger spine containing more 
fuel and better avionics (see the Observers 
Book of Aircraft 1975, pp 138-9). 

In this conversion I have used plastic 
materials throughout, but this doesn't mean 
you must too. By all means use balsa or 
gelaton (a very even, fine grained wood) or 
whatever; this article is only a guide. 

The fuselage 

The majority of the work is concentrated 
on the fuselage. First, add any cockpit 
detail, like instrument panel, side consoles 
and joy stick. Personal taste and skill will 
dictate how much is built, but don't add the 
ejector seat as it will obstruct work on the 
spine. 

The fuselage halves can be stuck together 
and when dry the cannon blisters, ventral 
fin, spine and fin leading edge removed with 
razor saw and knife blade. Cement the 
intake (part 5) in place, remove the point of 


the bullet to the level of the edge of the 
intake and then cement a 12 mm disc of 30 
thou plastic card on to the front of the 
intake. This provides a dam for the putty 
which is now gradually layered on to the 
nose. The layers extend from the leading 
edge of the wing root fairing to the plastic 
card dam. Avoid thick layers of putty 
because the solvent in the putty dissolves 
plastic card more effectively than liquid 
cement — this I found, to my cost and 
annoyance, while making a scratch-built 
TSR2 model. When applying the putty avoid 
filling the nose wheel well and overflowing 
into the cockpit. When sufficient has been 
applied and is thoroughly dry it can be 
sanded to shape. I used fine emery paper 
taped to a six-inch rule, and plenty of water. 
This is quite a messy job so put plenty of 
newspaper on and around your work sur- 
face. 

Now the fuselage spine can be tackled. 
Five pieces of 60 thou plastic card are cut to 
the shape shown on the drawing, three full 
length and two short pieces, which can then 
be stuck in place. Notice they are oversize, 
allowing scraping and sanding down to the 
proper size. It is a good idea to add the new 
fin leading edge, also 60 thou, at this stage, 
making sure it is centrally placed. 

To produce the required section on the 
spine, hold the blade of your modelling 
knife, scalpel or whatever, with thumb and 
forefinger, and hold the handle in your palm 
with the rest of your fingers. Then, by draw- 
ing the edge of the blade along the spine, at 
right angles to the spine, excess material 
can be quickly removed in the form of thin 
shavings. But beware, they will blow around 
in the slightest draught and get everywhere. 
I cured the problem by putting each ‘knife 
full' of shavings in a plastic bag. This 
method is also used to produce the aerofoil 
section on the fin. Putty is then used to fill 
any gaps and to fair the spine into the fin, 
and when dry, carefully sanded smooth. 
While shaping the spine beware of the 


undercarriage bulges and wing root fair- 
ings, it is all too easy to damage them with a 
careless slip of the knife. The parachute 
housing is from sprue and putty. 

Now fill the air brake cavity; the air 
brakes supplied are not a good fit so I filled 
the hole with plastic card, topped it up with 
putty and then built up the new bulge, again 
with thin layers of putty, letting it dry 
between each application. When it is 
thoroughly dry. the new air brake bulge can 
be sanded to shape, the blister being made 
from 30 thou, and sanded to shape. 

The new nose cone is cut from the long 
drop tanks in the Airfix F-80C Shooting Star 
kit (parts 46-51 inclusive) but other drop 
tanks will fit the bill. If there is nothing in 
your spares box that fits, it's an easy matter 
to carve one from laminated plastic card or 
balsa. True up the edge, check its length 
against the drawing and cement it to the 
plastic card disc. Make sure the nose cone 
is central and then leave to dry. 

To make the intake leading edge and the 
extended tailpipe, cut strips of suitable 
width, 20 thou thick and about 10 cm long. 
Curl them by pulling each strip from under 
the edge of a rule. They can now be coiled 
to their respective diameters, both being 
two laminations (ie spirals, two complete 
circles). The rings are then glued with liquid 
cement, and when dry trimmed to complete 
circles and stuck in place. When dry they 
are carefully blended into the fuselage with 
putty. When dry sand the rings and putty 
into the contours of the nose and tail pipe. 
The side notches are cut with a sharp knife. 
A new ventral fin is now cut from 30 thou 
plastic card, the edges sharpened with 
emery paper and glued in place. 

There now follows a list of various bumps 
and bulges, all made from 30 thou plastic 
card, stuck in place and then sanded to 
shape when dry. 

Boundary layer exits ahead of the canopy 
and nose wheel well; auxiliary intake on the 
fuselage spine; angle of attack sensor on 
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the port side of the nose; and after burner 
coolant air intakes .either side of the ventral 
fin. The wing root fairing leading edge can 
be sharpened up with a file. The brake para- 
chute stowage and fairing is built up with 
plastic card and sprue and faired into the fin 
with putty. The GSh 23 23 mm twin- 
barrelled cannon pod can be made from 
two laminations of 60 thou. 

The air brakes above the cannon pod can 
either be painted or penned in with black 
paint or, as I did, cut the 10 thou plastic 
card, curved with the rule like the intake 
strip, and cemented in place, open a milli- 
metre or so. If this is done it is better to 
leave them until later as they could be easily 
damaged while work proceeded elsewhere. 

Underwing stores 

During any gaps in work on the fuselage, 
eg waiting for putty to dry. work on the 
weapons can be carried out. This mark of 
MiG 21 can carry a variety of stores and I 
chose one 106 gallon drop tank, two 
'Advanced Atoll' K-13 AAMs and two UV- 
16-57 rocket pods. Because the original air- 
craft was only designed to carry Atoll 
missiles under the wings only one pair of 
pylons were fitted, and they were attached 
very near the undercarriage wells. Thus 
when drop tanks were specified they could 
only go under the belly or on new outboard 
pylons, because there was no room on the 
inboard ones. Other store combinations are 
used but the ones on the drawing seem to 
be the most popular. 

The drop tank needs modification around 
the tail; cement the two halves together and 
when dry saw off the complete tail cone. 
Then, either using thick sprue or part of 
another drop tank, replace the old tail cone 
with a straight sided cone. New fins are cut 
from 20 thou (see drawing). 

The Atoll missiles supplied in the kit show 
welt that this missile is a direct copy of the 
American 'Sidewinder' infra-red homing 


Above Author's Fishbed J model in East 
German markings on left, w/fh basic Airfix 
MiG’21 featuring open canopy and Czech 
markings on right, clearly illustrating the 
considerable differences between the two 
variants. (All photos accompanying this 
article by David Odey.) Below Underside 
view of MiG-21 MF' showing underwing 
stores. 


missile. Indeed, an encounter between 
Chinese Nationalist and Chinese Com- 
munist aircraft resulted in a Communist 


MiG 15 getting home complete with unex- 
ploded Sidewinder stuck in its fuselage (the 
proximity, contact and self destruct fuses all 
failing). The missile undoubtedly found its 
way into Russia where it was copied. More 
modern versions of the missile, like the 
modern American Sidewinder, have a 
longer nose containing more sophisticated 
homing equipment. The longer nose can be 
made with stretched sprue or cut from a 
spare missile, glued in place and sanded to 
shape. For a better scale appearance, cut 
away the fore fins and replace with ones cut 
from 10 thou plastic card. 
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The UV-16-57 rocket pods are slightly 
more complicated; take two MATRA pods 
from the Airfix HS Harrier kit. Assemble 
them and when dry cut a groove on the nose 
cones, level with the trailing edge of the 
front rocket tubes. Then, by carefully paring 
away the front tubes, the noses can be 
reduced to a truncated cone with a central 
spike, the width of the resulting ledge being 
the diameter of one rocket tube. New, un- 
streamlined barrels can be made from 
stretched sprue or plastic rod. The gaps 
between the barrels should be filled with 
putty and shaped with a sharp blade so as to 
continue the streamlined fairing that covers 
the outer tubes, between the new inner tube 
muzzles (see drawing). Then cut off the rear 
6 mm and replace with a half-egg shaped 
piece of sprue. The join can be filled with 
putty and sanded smooth. Pylons are cut 
from 40 thou plastic card. 

Don't fit the underwing and fuselage 
stores until all the painting has been 
finished and transfers applied. RATO pods 
are also made from thick sprue (that 
between Airfix F-4 Phantom upper wing 
panels is ideal). 

The canopy 

Fishbed F saw the return to conventional 
cockpit canopies. The one supplied with the 
Airfix kit is in one piece and hinges for 
access at the bottom edge of the wind- 
screen. If the pilot had to eject, the canopy 
hinged about trunnions behind the head- 
rest, after being released from the front 
hinge, and folded over the front of the ejec- 


Diagram showing how to make the intake 
leading edge and extended tailpiane parts 
by pulling strips of plastic card from under 
the edge of a ruler, as described in the text. 



tor seat, protecting the pilot from the super- 
sonic blast. But because the shield took 
precious milliseconds off the time to para- 
chute deployment, it was more of a hindr- 
ance during the subsonic, low-level landing 
and take-off phases of flight, the times when 
accidents are most likely to happen. When it 
was found normal flying clothing provided 
adequate protection against the blast, a 
normal side-hinging canopy was fitted and 
it is with this type the MF version is 
equipped. 

There are many ways of producing new 
canopies for models, all documented fully 
In previous articles as well as in several 
modelling books, so I won't go into details 
now. However, I did use an idea I haven't 
seen in print, which readers may be 
interested in. First carve a wooden male 
mould and female hole, as illustrated in 
Chris Ellis’ book How To Go Plastic Model- 
ling. Then mould one canopy in clear ace- 
tate and one using 30 thou plastic card. The 
clear canopy is trimmed to fit over the 
cockpit and then dropped into the opaque 
moulding which is trimmed to the same 
size. The clear moulding is then put aside 
and the plastic card one put back on the 
mould. The frame lines are carefully drawn 
in and then with a very sharp blade, the 
clear portions cut away. Thus the mould 
provides a solid backing against which to 
cut (watch your fingersi). However, this 
does ruin the mould, so make three or four 
clear and plastic copies, in case you 
damage one in the cutting stage. The resul- 
tant (very flimsy) frame is glued over the 
clear moulding, making a more realistic 
canopy. Do not use polystyrene cements as 
these will dissolve the frames, use white 
(PVA) glue instead, diluted with water and 
applied with a brush. The rear view mirror 
fairing is made from a scrap of sprue and 
stuck in place using white glue. 

An ejector seat must now be made, unless 
you are satisfied with the rather bare one 
supplied in the kit. It is then painted and 
cemented in position, a gun-sight attached 
to the cockpit coaming (the coaming being 
built up with putty). Coaming and sight 
painted, and canopy stuck in position. 

The wings and tail plane can now be 
assembled and cemented in place, and any 
gaps filled with putty. The main under- 
carriage can be used straight from the kit 


Another view of the basic kit with hinged- 
forward canopy. 

but the nose leg needs replacing, and this 
applies to all marks of MiG 21. 1.25 mm rod 
was used for the main member, with shock 
absorbers, anti-shimmy dampers, all added 
from plastic rod, the drag link assembly 
being stretched sprue. The actual wheel 
and its yoke is from the kit leg. 

All the various aerials, probes, etc, are 
made from stretched sprue and plastic strip. 

Painting and markings 

The MiG 21 has served and is serving with 
many air arms across the world, and so 
there are many colourful marking schemes 
to choose from. I chose an East German Air 
Force aircraft as illustrated in this year's 
RAF Yearbook (50p), which contains mas- 
ses of very useful information including 
cut-aways of MiG 21 (inspiration for this 
model and article], HS Hawk, Panavia 
MRCA, Sepecat Jaguar, Spitfire. Hurricane. 
Bf 109. Fw 190, many articles and photos 
about today's and yesterday's RAF. Soviet 
Bloc air forces, and much more. 

Colours are light blue undersurfaces, with 
dark earth and green camouflaged upper 
surfaces, black nose cone and aerials on 
ventral and dorsal fins, and natural metal 
nose intake, tailpipe, undercarriage and 
wells, and nose probe. Atoll missiles are 
white with dark grey noses and fuselage 
bands and the rocket pods natural metal 
with black noses. 



East German National insignia. 

National insignia were hand painted 
(though there may be a commercial source 
of these markings) and the red '425's on the 
nose were from Almarks German World War 
2 numerals. □ 
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Wargaming Operation 
Sealion 

Continuing last month’s assessment of the 
basic problems, by Terry Wise 


so FAR AS the Wehrmacht was concerned, it 
seems pretty certain that about 90,000 men 
could have been landed between Dover and 
Brighton before breakfast time, supple- 
mented by some 15,000 airborne troops. 
Regular British troops in the area would 
therefore have been outnumbered by more 
than three to one. 

Airfields would probably have been 
seized, or at least prevented from func- 
tioning. by the airborne troops. Lympne air- 
field (abandoned in May because of heavy 
raids) and Hawkinge field are the two most 
likely to have been captured at S-hour. The 
Airlanding Division may have been landed 
on these fields; certainly the fields would 
have helped enormously in re-supplying 
and reinforcing the airborne troops during 
the first four days, after which the beach- 
heads were expected to be secured. (An 
example of advanced airfields being seized 
occurred during the Invasion of Norway, 
when the Germans clung to Stavanger air- 
field despite intensive attacks by the RAF, 
repairing the runways time and time again 
to enable the Luftwaffe to engage British 


carrier-based aircraft on more equal terms 
and eventually gain mastery of the air.) 

The Germans believed it would take the 
British reserves four days to concentrate for 
a counter-attack against the beachheads 
but England is a small country with (then!) a 
vast network of railways. An infantry divi- 
sion could be shifted by 40 trains, and there 
were 1,000 trains and their crews standing 
by. If the railways functioned properly rein- 
forcements would have been pouring into 
the south east corner within hours, so once 
again we are brought back to the question 
of air superiority — one of the Luftwaffe's 
targets was the railway network between 
London and the south coast. (I lived close to 
that broad track of main lines in 1940 and 
can remember the railway being attacked 
during the night raids of that summer, 
although the bombs seemed always to fall 
on the houses to each side!) 

German mobility was almost certain to be 
increased by commandeering vehicles and 
petrol — in France the panzers refuelled at 
deserted garages along the way and, 
although steps had been taken to prevent 


this happening in England, in the event it is 
highly likely that the inevitable panic and 
confusion would have helped the enemy in 
this respect. 

At least 300 AFVs would have been ashore 
at S-hour, of which at least 50 would have 
been PzKpfw IVs and perhaps 180 PzKpfw 
Ills. Both had guns the equal of the 2 pdrs of 
the British tanks (inferior armour penetra- 
tion was counter-balanced by longer 
range), of which there were 348 medium 
and Cruiser tanks, plus 51 4 Light tanks. The 
British armour was so deployed that less 
than SO per cent would have been in action 
on the first day, and if the Luftwaffe did 
achieve mastery of the air it is doubtful if 
2nd Armoured Division could ever have 
made the journey from Lincolnshire. 

On the debit side, the morale and confi- 
dence of local Wehrmacht commanders 
may well have been shaken when they dis- 
covered their Intelligence inaccurate 
regarding British dispostions (see Map 1, 
September issue) and found themselves 
facing divisions which were not marked on 
their maps. 

When setting up a wargames campaign 
based on Sealion all these facets will need 
to be considered and allowed for. Forces, 
equipment, organisation and deployment 
have all been covered in the earlier articles 
of this series. Weapon capabilities. AFV 
technical data, warship and aircraft arma- 
ment and performance etc can all be easily 
found in any of the many specialist books 
now available on these subjects. It is highly 
likely that there will be a dearth of volun- 
teers to command the Nazi forces — no one 
likes to lose, especially after a long and 
involved wargame campaign, yet there does 
appear to be a built-in, self-destruct element 
to the German invasion. As mentioned last 
month, this fact was recognised by the 
Sandhurst War Studies Dept, which allowed 
several adjustments to history; cancellation 
of Hitler’s order to switch from RAF targets 
to London; the feint Herbslreise to be 
enlarged to 10,000 troops landing in East 
Anglia and Scotland; and destruction of the 
railways between East Anglia and the south 
east corner. 

The warships involved in Herbstreise 
might have been used more effectively to 
protect the invasion corridors in the Chan- 
nel, but otherwise these three adjustments 
do allow a better chance of success for the 
German 'general.' However, there still 
remains the basic weakness of the German 
Navy. 

All sources quoted — the Telegraph 
Magazine, Cox and Forester — made their 
fictitious invasions in the second half of 

Continued on page 230 


Above left Inlantry and light artillery move 
in to consolidate the foothold gamed by the 
assault troops. (Models lor this part of the 
campaign will be described next month.) 
Left Storm boats, launched from fishing 
boats and minesweepers, were used to land 
the first assault troops. Dinghies would 
almost cerfa/r?/y have been used in a similar 
role. 
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It’s the detail that makes the difference. 
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September. The adjustments made lor the 
Sandhurst game are quite logical, but could 
we not stretch this allowance a little further 
and give Hitler the foresight to grab the 
opportunity which, because he was 
involved In the Battle for France, he allowed 
to slip away? Raeder first suggested the 
invasion of England on May 21; the BEF 
began to leave France on the 26th. Now was 
the moment when history might have been 
changed. Had Hitler listened to Raeder's 
report on the 2l5t and ordered an Investiga- 
tion into the possibility of an invasion, by 
the beginning of June he might have pulled 
13 infantry divisions, say four panzer divi- 
sions and an entire Luftflotte out of the line 
to concentrate In the rear areas and begin 
preparing for an invasion. (In June Hitler 
ordered the demobilisation of a sixth of the 
Wehrmacht.) Given the end of May for the 
staffs to begin their planning, and the whole 
of June to assemble the fleet and train the 
first wave, then an invasion might con- 
ceivably have been launched in early July. 
At this date General Ironside's defence-ln- 
depth plan was still in force and, although 
the building of fortifications for the GHQ 
Line etc would have been underway for two 
or three weeks, British forces and their 
equipment were still at a very low level, both 
in quantity and quality. (A look back to arti- 
cles 1 and 2 in this series will reveal how 
desperately weak the British Army was in 
early July. 

A landing would have been much more 
successful in early July than In mid- or late 
September — by which date the British 
forces were stronger and more organised — 
and the U-tanks may well have settled the 
fate of Britain, which at that time had only 
some 350 medium and Cruiser tanks, scat- 
tered throughout Great Britain in penny 
packets. 

It is even conceivable that in early July the 
entire Nazi airborne forces could have been 
dropped on London, the invasion fleet 
being used only as a threatening, back-up 
force. With the King, government and much 
of the capital in enemy hands It becomes 
doubtful if this island would have been 
defended at all. The main body of the Army 
might have continued the fight without its 
head as It were, but it is quite possible that a 
peace would have been signed by the poli- 
ticians who were primarily concerned about 


In June 1940 Britain 
had only 132 of these 
Medium tanks, plus 
103 Cruisers, with 
which to withstand an 
army equipped and 
trained lor blitzkrieg. 


Above In the actual 
wargame the heavy 
coastal gun position 
proved impregnable 
and continued to im 
flict heavy losses on 
German shipping. 
Left 1940 diagram 
of Royal Engineers 
transporting heavy 
vehicles across a 
river. The Wehrmacht 
had experimented 
with pontoons for 
shipping artillery and 
armour across the 
Channel. 


The opposing Fleets 

Type of ship 

Sept 

Germany 

early July 

Britain's 
Home Fleet 

Battleship 

— 

— 

5* 

Aircraft carrier 

— 

— 

r 

Cruiser 

4 

12t 

11 

Destroyer 

Submarine 

9 

19 

ratio of 3:2 in favour of Germany 

36 


*lf the invasion had taken place in the first week of July one battleship and the aircraft carrier 
would not have been with the Home Fleet. 

|lt is not really possible to equate RN and Kriegsmarine terms. The German 'cruisers’ con- 
sisted of the battle cruisers Scrtarn/jorsf and Gneisenau (9 x 11-inchand 12 x 5.9-inch guns); 
the armoured cruisers or pocket battleships L'Otzow and Admiral Scheer (6 x 11 -inch and 8 x 
5.9-inch guns); and the cruisers BlOcher, Nipper, Emden, Nurnberg, Leipzig, Koln, Karlsruhe, 
and Kdnigsberg. (There were also the two Schlesien class battleships mentioned in an 
earlier article.) 


230 


AIRFIX magazine 


Mexican 11th Infantry 
figure of 1847 

Another ‘American wars’ figure from 

Martin Windrow and Gerry Embieton 



German cyclists passing through the Menin 
Gate in 1940. At this date cyclists formed an 
important link in the transport system, and 
were highly mobile. For Sealion there were 
obvious advantages in cyclists — small 
cargo space, easy landing and no fuel. 


the threat from Communism and who 
believed that a deal with the Nazis was. In 
the long term, preferable to a bloody and 
pointless resistance. 

Even more Important are the changes to 
the naval situation such an early decision to 
Invade could have wrought, for then the 
appalling losses suffered by the German 
Navy off the Norwegian coast might have 
been avoided: — the cruiser Bliicher sunk; 
the pocket battleship LUtzow torpedoed but 
saved; the light cruiser Karlsruhe hit and 
later sunk by submarine: the light cruiser 
Kdnigsberg hit and later sunk by naval air- 
craft; ten destroyers sunk; eight submarines 
sunk; nine transports sunk; and many other 
ships damaged. These valuable warships 
might have made all the difference to a 
crossing in July, and there were even more 
valuable resources which might have been 
used in the Channel. 

On June 4 the Scharnhorst, Gneisenau,. 
Nipper and four destroyers sailed from Kiel. 
By the 23rd both the Scharnhorst and 
Gneisenau were badly damaged and had to 
dock for repairs. If the decision to Invade 
Britain had been made on May 21 , or soon 
after, this fleet would not have sailed and 
when the invasion fleet was launched It is 
possible the German Navy could have held 
the Home Fleet in check. 

There was one other reinforcement, the 
Admiral Scheer, raiding convoys in the 
North Sea. She would have been better 
used covering the Invasion. The table shows 
the possible strength of the opposing fleets 
in July, compared to the relatively insignifi- 
cant German naval forces available In Sep- 
tember. 

Next month we will return to square one 
and make a start on modelling some of the 
special items necessary for fighting Opera- 
tion Sealion on the wargames table. □ 
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AMERICA'S FIRST true ‘foreign' war — if we 
concede that the War of 1612-14 was simply 
a continuation of the War of Independence, 
a tidying up of loose ends left over from 
1783 — was her invasion of Mexico in 
1846-47. It was a very significant conflict, for 
America as a nation and particularly for the 
US Army. It gained for the United States 
huge tracts of territory — Texas, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Utah, Nevada, California, and 
parts of Wyoming and Colorado. It proved 
the professional excellence of American 
commanders and — by contemporary stan- 
dards — American organisation; and it 
marked the coming of age of her regular 
troops. 

The difficulties of marching huge 
distances over harsh terrain, supporting 
themselves in an arid countryside, maintain- 


ing their lines of supply and communication 
through a hostile wilderness, and keeping 
an army in being despite the ravages of 
disease, were as daunting as the military 
opposition they faced — yet all in all the US 
Army acquitted Itself with remarkable 
credit. 

No less impressive was the performance 
of the Mexican soldier. Usually a miserable 
conscript press-ganged Into uniform and 
condemned to bad conditions, worse 
treatment, and appalling leadership, the 
peon was capable of fighting with exem- 
plary patriotism when given the chance. 

Information on Mexican uniforms Is 
patchy, since that country's century of 
almost non-stop revolution and chaos was 
not conducive to the preservation of Impec- 
cable records of such details. Nevertheless 




Completed model of the Mexican rifleman; 
note that we omitted the white spat-type 
gaiters. They are shown in some prints, but 
not in others, and there is no documentary 
evidence for them. In simple fact many 
soldiers probably fought barefoot or in san- 
dals. The diorama modeller wishing to 
produce more than one figure should note 
that sergeants wore red fringed epaulettes 
on both shoulders, or the right shoulder 
only, according to grade; and that corporals 
wore a Vi-inch red diagonal from the inner 
sleeve seam above the cuff to the outer 
seam just below the elbow. Corporals 
carried a finger-thick wooden switch about 
two feet long, to 'encourage' their men — it 
was usually slung by a cord loop from a 
convenient coat button when not in use. 
Suitable terrain would be arid in appear- 
ance, rocky and sandy; broken adobe walls 
made from expanded polystyrene packing 
material would be a handy 'prop' in a larger 
diorama. Next month we will describe a 
simple conversion from a 95th Rifleman to a 
US Infantry private suitable for 'hand-to- 
hand' dioramas with this model. 


there is some basic information available, 
largely thanks to the efforts of Editions 
Nieto-Brown-Hefter, a group of Mexico- 
based military historians who have pro- 
duced a series of very useful booklets on 
Mexico’s military past. (A digest of useful 
information on both sides in the 1846-48 
campaigns is to appear in January 1976 in 
the Osprey Men-at-Arms series, The 
Mexican-American War 1846-48 by Philip 
R. N. Katcher.) 

The chaotic state of Mexican military 
organisation led to the national army taking 
the field in 1846 in a patchwork of uniforms 
more or less in accordance with three major 
sets of regulations, partially obeyed, then 
superseded, then superseded once more, 
with many survivals of earlier patterns 
cropping up in the ranks. It is thus 
extremely dangerous to generalise from the 
particular, and we have selected our Mexi- 
can soldier from a single known area of the 
regulations, specifically concerned with the 
11th Infantry.* 

The 11th Infantry was formed in 1839, the 
first battalion from the Active Militia of 
Toluca and the second from the Active 
Militia of Mextitlan: it drew recruits largely 
from the Mexico-Queretaro area. The 
battalion had one rifle, one grenadier and 
six fusilier companies, each consisting of a 
captain, a lieutenant, two sub-lieutenants, 
one first sergeant, four second sergeants, 
nine corporals, a drummer, a bugler, a fifer 
(four buglers in cazador companies), and 
about 80 privates, in action casualties, 
disease, and desertion greatly reduced this 
strength. The 11th fought at Angostura 
(Buena Vista) in February 1847, opposing 
Zachary Taylor's largely-volunteer army 
and, with the rest of the Mexican line, nearly 
dislodging it from its defences in a series of 

'For further details see Military Dress of North 
America 1665-1970, Chapter 4. Plates 9 and 10, 
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furious attacks, in April the 11th fought at 
Cerro Gordo against Winfield Scott's land- 
ing expedition which was marching inland 
from Vera Cruz, Scott's continued advance 
brought the 11th into action again at 
Churubusco in late August, at Molino del 
Rey, and in the fighting around Mexico City 
in September. Our model depicts a private 
of the rifle company of the 1 1th in the Buena 
Vista period: in later months the red trous- 
ers would have been replaced by the usual 
white duck of the Mexican peasant, and the 
rest of the uniform would doubtless have 
appeared ragged and incomplete. 

The model is made from parts of the 
Imperial Guard Grenadier and 95th Rifle- 
man kits in the Airfix Collectors' range, and 
from the new French Line Infantryman 1815 
kit. 

Shako 

Use the body of the Rifleman's shako, 
with cord trimmed off; and the peak and 
insignia of the French Line Infantry shako, 
with top pompon trimmed off. You will have 
to file the front line of this peak slightly to 
get a square-cornered effect, but go gently 
or you may destroy it completely. Score the 
'stack' of insignia across the back at the 


middle of the lowest plate, bending it gently 
backwards so that it will fit the front of the 
inward-tapering 95th shako, rather than the 
outward-tapering French type. Very care- 
fully file away the lower part of the tuft 
moulded on to the 95th shako, to produce 
the effect of a ball on a stem. After cement- 
ing the completed shako to the 95th head, 
add the chin-scales from the French Line 
shako. 

Coat 

You need either the front torso section 
from the French Line Infantryman married 
to the rear torso of the Imperial Guard 
Grenadier; or the complete Line torso with 
coat tails trimmed off and replaced by 
those of the Grenadier. The first method 
requires much trimming, offering up. filing 
and filling. We chose the second method. 
When the two halves of the Line torso are 
firmly set. saw off the tails along a horizon- 
tal line immediately below the top pocket 
button. Do exactly the same to the rear 
torso of the Imperial Guardsman, then 
cement the Guardsman's tails to the Line 
torso. This operation should on no account 

Continued on page 234 
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MODELMARK 


33 PLASHET GROVE, UPTON PARK, LONDON E6 

TELEPHONE; 01-SS2 0352 Monday to Friday 


F66 Sabre 36p 

MIG 17 55p 

FIOGA 90p 

Bronco 55p 

T33A 36p 

A7 Corsair SSp 

Lightning SSp 

Vigilante SSp 

HE51 36p 

847E £2.65 

Cessna A37A SSp 

T28 Talon 36p 

Mentor T34A SSp 

Mavis H6K5 £3.00 

HE51 floats SSp 


HASEGAWA 

Northrop F5 36p 

Intruder 75p 

F102A 90p 

Eagle F15A 75p 

Harrier SSp 

MU2S 75p 

Skyhawk SSp 

HueyUHIO SSp 

Marlin E2.50 

RarorbackP47 SOp 

Bubbletop P47 sop 

Zero SOp 

Bet^ S 6AKA bomb £1.95 

Peashooter 1/32 C1.B0 

Grumman Tracker. NEW ... £1.00 


MIG 21 SSp 

RF101 Voodoo 75p 

F100D 75p 

F4E Phantom 95p 

F105D 7Sp 

MU2J 7Sp 

Spitfire 1 SOp 

Shinmeiwa £3.50 

Neptune £1.55 

Mustang P5t0 SOp 

FuiiTiA SSp 

F4k Phantom 70p 

Emily £3.00 

F86 1/32 £2.00 


Black Widow .... £3.75 
Helldiver £1.15 


1/48 Scale MON 

Wildcat 90p 6f109E 90p 

Avenger £1.15 Dauntless E1.1S 

Thunderbolt £1.15 Stuka £1.15 

Mosquito £1.50 Devastator £1.81 

FW190 90p Black Widow .... £3.71 

Kingfisher £1.15 Helldiver £1.1! 

1/32 Scale 

Grumman Gutfhawk £1.75 

1/72 Scale 

Curtiss P36A 65p P40N Warhawk 

Hawk P6E 65p Catalina 

BtllO sop P51B Mustang 

HU16 Albatross £1.25 Tigercal 

Tomcat F14 £1.65 Eagle F15A... , 

Huey Gunships £1.20 

Plus the Big Specials: 

652 0 in 1/72 E6.50 


MONOGRAM 
SOp Spitfire 


Spitfire 90p 

Hellcat £1.15 

Typhoon £1.15 


Devastator £1.85 Trojan T28 90p 


P4dB Warhawk . . 90p 
Lightning P38 ... £1.50 


Hurricane SOp 

Corsair £1.15 

Airacobra £1.15 

00335 Arrow ... . £1.75 
Mustang PS1B .. . SOp 


Grumman F3F £1.75 


P40N Warhawk 65p Goshawk F11C 6Sp 

Catalina £1.10 Skyraider SOp 

P51B Mustang 90p D017Z £1.25 

Tigercal 90p Bearcat 90p 

EagleFISA £1.65 Twin Mustang £1.2S 


Macchi MC202 . . . 4Sp 

8I109F 45p 

S/Marine S6B . . . 45p 

MEIIOG S5p 

Javelin 9(R) 75p 

Vampire ssp 


Heinkel HE162 . . . 45p 

Tomahawk 45p 

ME262A 5Sp 

KittyhawK 45p 

Vimy IV 75p 

Avenger SSp 


Buccaneer 75p Tempest V 45p 


Barracuda 55p 

Meteor F4 55p 

P47D Bubble 55p 


Gannet ssp 

Lysander 4Sp 

JU87G Stuka .... SSp 


Wildcat IV 4Sp 

Mustang P51A ... 4Sp 

Sea Venom 5Sp 

Typhoon 45p 

Spitfire 14 55p 

Canberra 8 75p 

Corsair 45p 

Vengeance ssp 

ME410 S5p 

Fokker D21 4Sp 


We also have a small quantity of the following Frog kits in plastic bags, with 

F4K/M Phantom . . 4Sp FIOOD 45p BAC Lightning .. . 4Sp 

Harrier 43p Hellcat (1/32) ... £1.20 FW190 (1/32) .. . £1.20 


Hurricane lie ... 45p 

Hornet F3 5Sp 

FW190 45p 

D0335/A 6Sp 

Spitfire 5A 45p 

Mosquito S5p 

Firefly 1 S5p 

Beaufighter SSp 

Hunter 9 SSp 

no decals or instructions: 
A7 Corsair 43p 


1/46 Scale 

Buffalo F2-A2 £1.60 

RakJen £1.60 

Lancaster £7.49 


£1.30 Harrier £1,89 

£1.60 Hayate £1.35 


LATEST RELEASES 

Frog 1/72 Lightning F6 75p 

Frog 1/72 Phantom F4K/M 7Sp 

Frog 1/72 Mirage 1110 55p 

Frog 1/72 Typhoon 18 55p 

Tamiya 1/48 Lancaster £8.25 

(Dam Buster Version) 

Matchbox 1/72 Swordfish S5p 

Matchbox 1/72 ME410 SSp 

Matchbox 1/72 Wellington 85p 

Matchbox 1/72 HE111 65p 

Matchbox 1/72 HE115 85p 

Airmodet 1/72 Jungmann £1.50 

Airmodel 1/72 Retriever and Iroquois 

conversion Ei.35 

Hasegawa 1/72 FW190A 55p 

Hasegawa 1/72 FW190D 55p 

K.P, 1/72 Avia B35 65p 

Rareplanes 1/72 F860 £1.20 

Signal A7 Corsair Book £1.75 

Signal B24 Liberator £1.75 

Contrail Mayo/Mercury £5.50 

Contrail Northrop N3PB £1.10 

Supermodel RE2001 65p 

Supermodel Fiat G55 65p 

Supermodel Silurante 65p 


HORIZON 

1/32 Scale Vac-form conversions 

3219 Rule conversion £1.40 

3220 Mitsubishi ME163 £1.10 


3225 Avia S199 (Bf109) £1.20 

3226 Tanks/launchers for U.S. Harrier 4V8 £1.35 

3228 MIG21MF spine and gun packs £1.45 

Hasegawa 1/72 MS Tractor 40p 

Airfix Annual No 5 £1.95 

Airfix Ancient Wargaming £1.20 

Airfix Luftwaffe Camoutlage £1.20 

U.S. Military Modeller mag £1.00 

Badger Compressor loot sw £4.50 


MANIA KITS 

KI15 Babs 

Kate B5N1 and 2 (2 kits) 

Sonia Recce/assault — 2 kits m one box 
Nate type 97 — 1/48 


MODAKIT 

Nissen Hut 40p 

Control Tower 78p 

Blister Hangar £1.05 

4 VW Kubelwagen 6Sp 

2 German WW1 A7 tanks 45p 

P381 and Hetrer tanks 65p 

Porsche/Henschel King Tigers 6Sp 

Canvas/Planked card 40p 

Tank kits are all to 1/76 scale. 


1/72 Scale 

Junkers JU86D £1.60 

Henschel HS126 75p 


ITALAEREI 

Caproni CA311 £1.60 


LA-5FN 50p 


Thunderllash SOp Fiat BR20 £1.35 


Caproni CA313 £1.35 Thunderslreak 90p Gotha 242 £1.50 

CantZSOI £1.65 JunkersJU188 £1.55 


HASEGAWA SPECIAL PURCHASE 

Whilst slocks last we are able to offer the following kits at the tremendous price' reductions shown. All kits are 
totally complete, boxed with instructions and decals. There is a mixture of plated and ordinary plastic type kits. 
RFIOIC VOODOO 55p FIOOD SUPER SABRE 55p F104 STARFIGHTER 45p 


MATZ PISTOLS 

Full size pistol replicas, with working loading mechanisms, cannot fire. 

Coll 45 Government Model . . . Colt 45 Commander Model . . . Combat Magnum 
Walther P38 . . . V/alther Secret Agent . . . £2.65 each. 


Welkin 75p 

JU390 £2.20 

C46 £1.65 

HORSA £1.00 

London £1.55 

Southampton £1.50 


Bombay 

.. £1.25 

JU290 

.. £1.85 

Hevfprd 

.. £1.25 

Hendon 

.. £1.35 

Overstrand . . . 

.. £1.10 

WAC0CG4 .. 

.. 90p 



B36D 


Stranraer 

.. £1.55 

Perth 

.. £1.80 

Manchester .. 

.. 86p 

York 

.. 86p 


Luger Artiflery Model . . . 


Harrow £1.25 

Lincoln £1.50 

WAC0SG13 .... 90p 

Iris £1.80 

Seva £1.50 

TSR2 £1.28 


Please note that the Marrchesler and York are conversion sets. 


LIQU-A-PLATE 

The metallic finish specifically for airbrush use. Very 
quick drying. Colours: Aluminium, Dark Anodic Grey. 
Titanium, Bronze. Exhaust and special sealer 
7Sp each 


POSTAGE RATES 

Orders up to £1 20p 

Orders £1 - £2 30p 

Orders £2 • £3 45p 

Orders £3 - £4 SOp 

Orders £4 - £5 60p 

Orders £5 • £6 6Sp 

Orders over £6 are POST FREE. Overseas 
clients please send 2 reply coupons for 
exact Invoice. Please note that all corres- 
pondence requiring a reply must be accom- 
panied by a 5.A.E. 


PRICES 

Prices are correct at the time of going to 
press and are subject to levels ruling at the 
date of despatch. All goods are offered 
subject to availability. 
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Continued from page 232 
be hurried. It takes time, careful trimming, 
and patient cleaning up after the cement is 
dry, but it can be done. 

When offering up to check fit you can use 
the pocket and centre turnback detail to 
ensure an accurate join. When drying is 
complete, these areas need filing down — 
they are rather crudely moulded. You may 
have to fill with a spot of putty at the top 
outside edge of the new tails, fairing them 
into the line of the coat, but this is not hard. 

Add an extra button at the top of the verti- 
cal line of buttons on each side of the 
plastron on the Line Infantryman's chest, 
matching the spacing of the others and 
using buttons trimmed from another figure 
or shaved from a thin plastic rod. Remove 
turnback insignia from the coat tails. Cut 
the fringes away from the epaulettes of the 
Imperial Guard Grenadier, and file the 
edges of the crescents, leaving substantial 
fringeless contre-epaulettes; file off the odd 
button which appears on the outer top end 
of these, and cement to the coat shoulders. 

Legs 

Loose trousers were worn, so you can use 
legs from Coldstream Guard, 95th Rifleman, 
or Imperial Guardsman kits — we preferred 
the rolled trousers of the latter. The waist 
area may need trimming and filling — the 
Guardsman's stomach has a strange 'prow' 
which will need removal! 

Arms 

Your choice, as always, depends largely 
on the animation required. We used the 
Imperial Guard Grenadier's arms, with all 
cuff detail trimmed away to leave a smooth 
painting surface. 

Equipment 

Use the cartridge box from 95th Rifleman 
or French Line Infantry kits, slung on the 
usual crossbelt. Take a Baker rifle sword- 
bayonet from the 95th kit and sling it on the 
left hip from a second crossbelt. There is an 
oval plate to be carved from scrap and stuck 
on the junction of the belts, on the upper 
(cartridge box) belt. The Baker was the 
weapon of the sharpshooter companies of 
the Mexican Army at this time, and can be 
used directly from the sprue without modi- 
fication. We happened to have a spare 
sword-bayonet, so filed away the scabbard 
detail and used it in the fixed position, cut- 
ting the hilt from the scabbard slung on the 
crossbelt. 

(If you wish to add full marching equip- 
ment. use the French Napoleonic pack in 
brown cowhide with white strapping. A rela- 
tively smooth cylindrical cloth case was 
fixed to the top with white straps. It was 
dark blue, with a red stripe around each end 
right at the edge; protruding over the edge 
on to the vertical end faces, it made a red 
outer rim around these discs. There was a 
white circle in the centre of the ends, about 
a third of the total diameter across.) A 
wooden canteen can be added, but a gourd 
or skin water-bag is more likely, slung on 
cord. These will have to be made from scrap 
plastic. 
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Rough 
sketch 
of cuff 
detail of 
Mexican 
rifleman. 


Painting 

Complexion and hair Dead black hair, 
very tanned face — most of the common 
soldiers were Indians or half-breeds. Brown 
eyes. Shako Matt black body, gloss black 
peak and lower band, yellow top band, gold 
chin-scales and plate, green ball pompon 
on gold stem, tricolour cockade (red- 
white-green reading inwards) fixed with 
gold loop. Coat White. Collar, front 
plastron, turnbacks,* and deep straight- 
topped cuffs are pale blue edged with red 
piping. Silver '11' on each side of collar. 
Red contre-epaulettes with red retaining 
loops. Red piping on vertical three-point 
pocket flaps. On outside of each cuff, red 
rectangular slash with three buttons extend- 
ing to edge of cuff only: to rear of this, open 
yellow pique (see sketch). This latter was 
the insignia of the flank companies. 
Trousers Red — originally crimson, but 
probably faded — in winter, white in sum- 
mer. Boots (if worn) Black. Cartridge box 
and bayonet scabbard Black, brass furni- 
ture on latter. Belts, gaiters, and sling 
White. Rifle and bayonet Brown wooden 
parts, silver or dull gunmetal barrel, lock, 
sling-swivels and ramrod, other furniture 
brass. Brass bayonet hilt including semi- 
circular shell guard protruding down over 
right side of blade, silver blade. (If making 
fixed bayonet, remember to file this semi- 
circular shell from outside top of scabbard.) 
All buttons Gold. 

A fusilier of the 11th Infantry would 
appear exactly as described except for a 
'Brown Bess' musket and bayonet, the 
absence of the ‘preference patch' on the 
rear of the cuffs, and a red instead of a 
green shako pompon. The outside shape of 
the shako plate is very similar to the French 
plate, and in this scaie needs no alteration. 
The regimental number appeared in the 
centre of the lower semi-circular part of the 
plate. 

Pose your model on a suitable piece of 
landscape, and make him dusty and ragged 
if you prefer that type of finish — many of 
these poor devils had neither coats or blan- 
kets, and suffered appallingly in the winter 
rains. □ 


•There is some disagreement on turnback colour, 
one source giving blue piped red and another solid 
red. You pays your money and you takes your 
choice . . . 




Visit the Ror al 
Marines museum! 

It’s well worth it, as Terry Gander 
found when he went there recently 



traces the history of the bands. 

A similar process takes place on several 
other displays, the most elaborate of which 
outlines the 1918 Zeebrugge raid. Here the 
visitor can watch the progress of the raid on 
a large model where the progress is out- 
lined on the model by spotlit indications, 
projected pictures, and a spoken commen- 
tary. 

As the visitor enters the museum he starts 
in what was once an anteroom where the 
origins of the Marine Regiments in 1664 are 
outlined in an easy-to-follow display. Here 
can be seen a large model of Gibraltar as it 
was at the time of its capture in 1 704, and an 
account of the capture can be heard on 
tape. This room also tells the story of the 
origins of the Royal Marine badge with its 
globe in place of battle honours (granted in 
1827) and the laurels granted after the part 
played by the Marines at the Battle of Belle 
Isle in 1761. A little-known (to me) accom- 
plishment of the Royal Marines was their 
part in the early colonisation of Australia 
and this is shown in a special display, as is 
the long association of the Regiment with 
the tiny island of Ascension. 

Passing from the anteroom, the visitor 
enters the Entrance Hall proper. In this hall 
are the colours of the Regiment over the 
years, with the older Colours preserved in 
cases rather than the usual method of leav- 
ing them to hang. The main displays are in 
what was originally the Mess Dining Room, 
a magnificent room in its own right, but 
considerably enhanced by the collection of 


ON AUGUST 1 1975 the Duke of Edinburgh 
opened the Royal Marines Museum at East- 
ney Barracks, Southsea. This museum is 
housed in the old Royal Marine Artillery 
Officers' Mess, and no expense or care has 
been withheld to make this museum one of 
the finest regimental museums of its kind — 
indeed the Royal Marines Museum is a 
model of what other similar establishments 
should strive towards, and anyone with 
even a slight interest in matters military 
should make the effort to see it. 

The building in which the museum is 
housed is of great interest in its own right. It 
was built in 1864, in the Italianate style, and 
it is a superb example of Victorian ornate- 
ness and colour. Much of the original deco- 
ration and detail design has been pains- 
takingly restored, with a great deal of the 
Mess layout incorporated into the museum 
— thus the museum shop was once the bar. 
So while visitors are going round the 
displays, they are constantly being attracted 
by the sheer delights of the colourful decor. 

The displays themselves are magnificent, 
being attractively laid-out and informative. 
Many individual displays have the added 
attraction of backing up the display layout 
with extra audio-visual displays. A typical 
example of this is in the room devoted to the 
Royal Marine bands. The room itself is in the 
form of the interior of a marquee. Displays 
of instruments and uniforms are attractively 
displayed in well-lit cases and on one side, 
by the press of a button, a short slide and 
music presentation with a commentary 



Top The museum exterior. Above The Minstrels’ Gallery showing a few of the silver centre- 
pieces. Below left The entrance hall with the Colours in their wall case. Below The stand of 
drums In the entrance hall. Below right The Royal Marines Memorial Trumpets in the Band 
Room. 
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Above One of the cenfre-p/eces from the Minstrels' Gallery. This shows members of the 
Middlesex Volunteer Militia circa 1860, and was presented to an ex-Marine NCO. Below Part 
of the uniform display. 



relics of the Regiment from 1755 up to the 
Present Day. In this room the visitor will find 
such items as a reconstruction of a ship’s 
mess-deck at the time of Trafalgar. This 
serves not only as a small reminder of con- 
ditions on board in those days but also acts 
as a backdrop of the activities of the Regi- 
ment at the time of the Spithead and More 
Mutinies in 1797. Napoleonic buffs will be 
interested in the dining table and chair used 
by the great man while imprisoned on St 
Helena from 1815 to 1821. 

The numerous Victorian 'Little Wars' are 
well recorded, as are the lesser known 
campaigns that were carried out against 
China up to about 1900. World War 1 has a 
very imaginative display featuring a small 
section of trench with contemporary 
weapons well on show. The Zeebrugge pre- 
sentation has already been mentioned but a 
similar presentation is used for the Battle of 
Jutland. The formation of the World War 2 
Commandos is well covered while the 
lesser-known 'Flying Marines' get their own 
display. The post-war period covers Korea. 
Suez and the other less well known cam- 
paigns. 

Back into the Entrance Hall one can now 
ascend the beautiful staircase Into the old 
Minstrels’ Gallery. This has now been laid 
out as a dining room with silver centre 
pieces and a selection of regimental por- 
traits on the walls. This room deserves close 
study as it contains many delights — the 
highlight for me was a solid silver model of 
a World War 1 15-inch howitzer. 

Next comes the Medal room, once the 
Mess Billiard Room. Here the designer has 
done a magnificent job, for the walls are 
lined with cases and drawers of well-lit 
medals and orders awarded to members of 
the Regiment over the years. The main 
attraction of this room is the display of all 
ten Victoria Crosses won by the Royal 
Marines. To emphasise this the room is car- 
peted in the same colour as the VC ribbon, 
and the overall effect is most Inspiring. 

The Uniform Room has a collection of 
uniforms and badges from nearly all periods 
of the Regiment’s history, but unfortunately 
this proved to be very difficult to photo- 
graph due to odd light reflections and stray 
light. 

Next comes the already mentioned Band 
Room, and then down via the Minstrels’ 
Gallery for another look at the silver before 
going down to the Entrance Hall to the 
shop. As well as being a shop, this room 
also houses a section on foreign Marine 
regiments, a history of various Marine 
barracks and a section on Marine humour, 
with some delightful Giles originals. The 
shop sells a wide range of souvenirs and 
books but many modellers will be interested 
in a series of uniform postcards specially 
painted by Charles Stadden for the 
museum. 

Outside the building a small artillery park 
of captured weapons can be seen, and also 
on view is one of the massive grappling 
hooks used at Zeebrugge. 

The museum is actually inside Eastney 
Barracks, Southsea, and is situated almost 
on the seafront. Buses run to Eastney ter- 
minus, about one minute's walk away, and 
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cars can be parked on the Parade Ground. 
Visitors can be assured of a most interest- 
ing and well-worth visit. The displays and 
surroundings are magnificent, the staff very 
helpful and knowledgeable, and the actual 
museum contents are unique. Try to go and 
see it. □ 


Part of the weapons park. The gun in the 
foreground is a Type 94 Japanese 37 mm 
anti-tank gun. Behind is a 120 mm BAT and 
beyond that a 30 mm Oerlikon. On the right 
is an ancient Krupp piece. 
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squadron codes 

" and colours 



By Michael J. F. Bowyer and John D. R. Rawlings 

LV 57 OTU (C) 


Formed December 28 1940 from No 7 OTU 
at Hawarden. Used Master 1 and Spitfire I/ll. 
Later had Spitfire VBs, eg LV:E-P8700 
(LFV), LV:R-EF541 (LFV) and LV:Y-BL426 
(FVB). To Eshott November 10 1942. Unit 
closed June 6 1945 having used Spitfire Vs 
to closure. 

LW 74 Signals Wing (c) 

Used on Blenheim IVs, eg LW:G-V5790 and 
Hornet Moth LW;W5773 at Duxford 1941-42. 
Later at Biggin Hill. 

LW Unit Identity uncertain 

LW has been linked with 318 Squadron at 
the time of its formation at Detling in 1943. 
An example seen wearing this coding was 
Spitfire IX LW:T-PT676. 

LX 225 Squadron (c) 

Equipped with Lysanders coded LX, eg 
LX:W-N2177. Letters given up early 1942. 
LX 54 OTU (c) 

Used on Beaufighters 1944-45 at Enough, 
Eastmoor and Charterhall, eg LX:L-V8906, 
LX;B-KW109 and later Mosquito Tills, eg 
LX:H-RR281. 

LY No 1 Photographic 

Reconnaissance Unit (c) 

Formed at Heston in 1940 from PDU using 
assorted PR Spitfires. Used Mosquito PR 
1/IVs in 1941-42. disbanded October 18 

1942. Examples: Mosquito PR 1 LY:T 
W4059, Wellington 1 LY:P-R2700. Hudson 
LY:P5138, Anson LY;W2361. Spitfire 
LY:P9307 and Blenheim IV LY:P-P4899. 

LZ 421 Fllght/66 Squadron (c) 

Letters worn by 66 Squadron September 
1939 to April 30 1945 successively on Spit- 


fire Is, eg LZ:K-N3043, IIAs (October 1940- 
April 1942). eg LZ:H-P7317, VA. VB/VCs 
(March 1942-November 1943), eg L2:K- 
W3719, Vis (May 1943-June 1943), LF IX 
LZ:P-MK362, LF XVIE (November 1944-April 
1945). Reformed September 1 1946 with 
Spitfire 16Es retaining the code of 165 
Squadron. Recoded HI early 1947. LZ again 
used from 1949 to 1951 on Meteor IVs, eg 
LZ:J-VZ415. 

No 421 Flight formed in October 1940 
from 66 Squadron at Hawkinge for 'Jim 
Crow’ patrols over the Channel. Flight 
renumbered 91 Squadron February 11 1941 
at Hawkinge. Had first used Hurricane Is, eg 
LZ:E-Z2318. later Spitfire IIAs. eg LZ:K- 
P7382. 

L2 No Identity known 

L3 406 Fighter Group (c) 

Used on P-47s of 512th Fighter Squadron. 
L4 439 Troop Carrier Group (c) 

Used on C-47S of 91 st Troop Carrier Squad- 
ron February 1944 to September 1945. 

L4 No 27 MU (c) 

Confirmed post-war allocation. 

L5 297 Squadron (c) 

Formed January 22 1942 at Netheravon. 
Initially had Tiger Moths, eg DE302, DE303. 
In February 1942 received Whitley Vs and in 
July 1943 equipped with Albemarles at 
Thruxton. To Stoney Cross September 1 

1943. L5 came into use about April 1944. 
Received Halifax Ills at Earl's Colne in 
November 1944, eg L5:L-NA400. 

L6 Identity not known. 

Halifax II OT796 quoted as being L6:P. 

L7 271 Squadron (c) 


Letters used 1944-45 on Dakota IVs based at 
Down Ampney and Broadwell. 

L8 347 Squadron (c) 

Formed June 20 1 944 at Elvington, passed 
to French Air Force in October 1945 retain- 
ing L8 coding. Used Halifax Vs June-July 

1944. eg L8:D-LK99g and Mk Ills, eg L8:G- 
LW504. Mk Vis used March-October 1945, 
eg L8:P-PP165. 

L9 190 Squadron (c) 

Reformed January 5 1944 at Leicester East 
with Stirling IVs. eg L9;W-BK654. Converted 
to Halifax in May 1945. eg L9:D-PN266. Dis- 
banded September 1945. 

2L 441 Troop Carrier Group (c) 

Used on C-47s of 302nd Troop Carrier 
Squadron March 1944 to December 1945. 
3L Fighter Command Control 

and Reporting School (c) 
Post-war allocation. Used on Spitfire XVIs, 
eg 3L:N-TD343 and Oxfords, eg 3L:B- 
AT480. 

4L 391 Bomb Group (c) 

Used on B-26s, later A-26s, of 574th Bomb 
Squadron February 1944 to September 

1945. 

4L Station Flight 

Melton Mowbray (c) 

Confirmed post-war allocation. 

SL 187 Squadron (c) 

Reputedly used on Dakotas February 1945 

to December 1946. 

6L 466 Bomb Group (c) 

Used on B-24s of 787th Bomb Squadron 
June 1944-May 1945. 

7L 59 OTU (c) 

Used on Typhoons of No 3 Squadron. 59 
OTU from February 26 1945 to May 22 1945. 
Examples 7L;C-SW593 and 7L:P-SW635. 

7L Armament Practice School (c) 

Formed at Acklington when No 2 APS 
arrived from Spilsby mid-1946. Letters 
reported to have been used until 1955. 

8L 92 Squadron (c) 

Letters used from October 1950 when the 
squadron re-equipped with Meteor 8s. eg 
8L:Q-WA763. Replaced by squadron 
colours in mid-1951. 

9L No Identity known □ 



Spitfire LZ-P7490 of 
66 Squadron in the 
winter of 1940-41 has 
black under surfaces 
to the port mainplane. 
It joined 66 Squadron 
in October 1940. Note 
the brightness of the 
new Sky trim, prob- 
ably added shortly 
before the photo- 
graph was taken 
(IWM MOS63). 
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Orange series and Phantom F4 M/K, Wel- 
lington Mk X, Heinkel 111H and Heinkel 
He 115 in a new Red Series. The He 115 
floatplane in particular will be a welcome 
issue as an injection-moulded kit of this 
type has not previously been marketed by 
any company. 

AFV enthusiasts have been well catered 
for in the Matchbox range of kits, the Comet. 
PzKpfw III, Humber armoured car. Puma 
armoured car and Wespe SPG being par- 
ticularly interesting models. New ones in 



the range are the Jagdpanther, Chaffee, 
T-34, PzKpfw II and Hannomag SdKfz 251. A 
high proportion of these are not readily 
available, some only as imported kits, so 
they are assured of a home In any collec- 
tion. British. American and German figures 
to complement the tanks are also promised 
in the future. 

The introduction of new model car kits is 
comparatively infrequent but Matchbox are 
now entering the market with an exciting 
new range of ‘classics’. The first four which 
we have had the chance to examine are the 
1934 Aston Martin Ulster, 1934 BugattI Type 
59, the fabulous Jaguar SS 100 with a 
more modern racing Porsche 917 making 
up the initial quartet. Can we predict that 
this will lead to a revival of interest in model 
cars? All the models are beautifully 


Matchbox open day 

WE WERE RECENTLY pleased to accept an 
invitation to a Press Open Day at the new 
Matchbox factory at Peterborough to meet 
some of the enthusiastic staff of the works 
and the design department. 

Lesney Products are tenants of Peter- 
borough Corporation at Woodston on the 
outskirts of Peterborough where they 
occupy premises In a range of modern fac- 
tories, part of a large expansion programme 
aimed at doubling the size of the City with 
new houses, factories, offices and jobs. The 
demand for Matchbox kits has necessitated 
this major expansion in production facilities 
and the factories are solely concerned with 
production and despatch of kits of which 70 
per cent are expected to be exported. 

Of course, as modellers we were 
interested In just how the kits are produced 
and we were shown first the moulds, the 
most expensive investment of any new 
model. These are not cut at the Peter- 
borough factory but they do maintain an 
extensive workshop for repairs and modifi- 
cations of these. 

Before each run of a particular model a 
few test shots are run off and assembled as 
a check for correct fit. Constant checks are 
made during a run and before packing, and 
each 'sprue' is checked against a silhouette 
of parts so that any missing are immediately 
obvious. 

Little can be seen of the kit being pro- 
duced in the machines as these are com- 
pletely automatic with just a steady hissing 
and clunking as each kit is ejected down a 
chute from its bowels. They are checked 
and packed immediately with transfers and 
cockpit transparencies, tracks. Instructions 
and whatever added to the basic ‘shots'. 

Recent kit releases or ones which will 
soon be available are the Fairey Swordfish, 
Messerschmitt 41 0 and P38 Lightning in the 



detailed. Inside and out, with many 

Continued on page 240 


Above Matchbox Phantom F-4M/K (85p). 
Below Bugatti Type 59 (75p). Bottom Jaguar 
SS 100 (75p). 
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AIRFIX magazine 


PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS-ASSOCIATE MEMBER I.P.M.S. 


HASEGAWA A;C KITS 
Lockheed T-33A I/72 40p 

Curtiss SO C-3 Si-aeull ilTl 40p 

N.A. F-86F Sabre I/72 40p 

Heinkel HE-5I A-l I/72 40p 

F-SA Freedom Fighter I/72 40p 

T3eAKF-SB)Talon I in 40p 

A6M3 Mod 22 Zero I/72 50p 

A6M3 Mod 32 Zero I/72 SOp 

Heinkel HE.5I B-2 I/72 SOp 

C. Seagull Floatoplane i/72 SOp 

Cessna A-37A I /72 SOp 

Bell UH-ID iroquois I/72 SOp 

MIG-I7E/D 'Fresco' I/72 SOp 

P-47D Razorback I/72 SOp 

P-47D Bubbletoo I/72 SOp 

S. Spitfire Mk. I I/72 SOp 

P-5IO Mustang I/72 SOp 

Ki-44 Shoki iToio) I/72 SOp 

Ki^SI Hien fTony) I/72 SOp 

FWI‘-0k-S7 I/72 SOp 

FW 1 900-9 I/72 sop 

H.S. Hamer Mk. I I/72 60p 

BAC Lightning 6 I/72 60p 

Aichi E I3A 'Jake' I/72 60p 

T-34A Mentor t/72 SOp 

G.OV-lOA Bronco i/72 SOp 

Fuji T-IA Trainer I/72 SOp 

G.OV-IB Mohawk I/72 SOp 

G.OV-IA Mohawk I/72 SOp 

D-A4E/F Skyhawk I/72 SOp 

L.F.-I04G Starfighter I/72 SOp 

A6M2 Zero I/72 SSp 

ASMS Zero I/72 SSp 

F.4K/M Phantom I/72 7Sp 

FIOOO Soper Sabre I/72 7Sp 

R. F. lOSD Thundeichirf I/72 75p 

Type 94.1 'Alf I/72 7Sp 

Mitsoblahi MU.2S I/72 77p 

Mitsubishi MU.2J I/72 77p 

F. IS Eagle I/72 77p 

G. ASAIncruder 1/72 99p 

F-4E Phantom 1/72 SI.OO 

F-IOSA Delta Oart 1/72 £1.10 

F-I02A Delu Dagger 1/72 £1.10 

RA-SC Vigilante 1/72 £l.io 

S2F. I (S.2A> Tracker 1/72 £1.00 

L. P2V.7 Neptune 1/72 £I.SS 

M. C4MI Betty, with 

BakaBomb 1/72 £I.9S 

GSNI 'Rita' 1/72 £2.30 

Emily Flying Beat 1/72 £3.00 

H6K5 Mavis Flying Boat 1/72 SLOO 

Boeing B.47E 1/72 £3.00 

Shinmeiwa PS-1 or SS-2 1/72 £3.7$ 

SP-S6 Mariin 1/72 £3.75 

Boeing P-I2E 1/32 £I.3S 

Curtiss BF2C- 1 1/32 £1.50 

ME. 163 Komit 1/32 £I.3S 

ME. BFI09E 1/32 £1.50 

F.W.I90A 1/32 £1.50 

P-5IO Mustang |/32 £I.S0 

P-26A Peashooter 1/32 £1.70 

HE.262A 1/32 £1.95 

N. Ki43 Oscar I /32 £2.7S 

N.A F-SSF Sabre 1/32 £3.25 

F-I04J/G 1/32 £2.9S 

SUPERMODEL A/C KITS 
Macchi MC. 202 1/72 SSp 

MacchiMC. 205 1/72 SSp 

Reggiane RE 2000 I//2 Sop 

Reggiane RE-2001 1/72 SSp 

Reggiane RE-2002 1/72 SSp 

Fiat G.S5S Silurante 1/72 SSp 

Fiat CR.32 1/72 SSp 

S. M.61 Pipistrello 1/72 £1.95 

Cant ZI007 Single Fin 1/72 £i,9S 

Cant ZI007 Twin Fin t/72 £1.95 

ITALAEREI A/C KITS 
Lavochkin LA-5FN 1/72 SSp 

Reggiane RE-2002 t/72 So 

Henschel HS-I2S 1/72 BOp 

RF-B4FTbundernaih 1/72 90p 

F-84F Thunderitreak 1/72 90p 

Fiat BR.20 Cicogna I//2 £I.6S 

Caproni CA 313/3 14 1/72 £i.S5 

Junkers Ju-IBB 1/72 £t.65 

Caproni CA/31 1 1/72 £1.65 

Junkers JU-BS D. I 1/72 £1.65 

Cane Z.SOI F.Boat 1/72 £1.80 

Gotha Go. 242, 744 172 £1.80 


FROG A/C KITS 
F6F.3 Hellcat RMk.l 
H Typhoon IB (Bubble) 
D.H. Gypsy Moth 
G. Gladiator 
Fokker 0.21, 
Supermarine S-6B 
Heinkel HE.IS2 
Wildcat Mk. IV 
Hurricane lie 
ME.Bf I09F 
D.H. Vampire FB.5 
Spitfire 8/9 
P-40B Tomahawk 
P-5 1 A Mustang 1 1 
W. Wessex Mk.l 
V. Vengeance Mk. 1 1 
Messerschmitt ME4I0 
Swordfish Mk, I 
D.H. Hornet F,3 
ME262A 
Hunter FGA.9 
Sea Venom FAW 21 
F. Gannet AS, I /4 
P.38J Lightning 

F, Barracuda Mk. 1 1 
Spitfire XIV and VI 
Junkers JU-BTG 

G. Meteor F. Mk.4 
G. Avenger 1 1 TBF. I 

F. Firefly Mk.l 
P-470 Bubbletop 
Typhoon IB({ramid) 
Mirage II IE/0 
Tupolev SB2 

M. Maryland 
BAC Jaguar A2;T2 
Dormer 335 A-6/A-I2 
Beaufighter Mk. 21 
FIOOD S.Sabre 
Skyhawk A4H/K 
BAC Lightning F6 

N. A; Mitchell 1 1 
Buccaneer S,2A 
Dornier 0O-I7Z-2 
V Vimy Mk IV 

G. Javelin FAW9/9R 
Canberra B{l) Mk.B 
RF-IOI Voodoo 

L, Neptune 
Heinkel HE-1 1 1 
PUJIMI A/C KIT 
G.E.-2A Hawkeye 
HELLER A/C KITS 
Polikarpov 1-153 
Y4k-3 

Spitfire Vb 
ME.Bfl09E-3 
ME.262B-la/UI 
FW.I90A-8/F-3 
P-47N Thunderbolt 
Blech 152 
Dewoitine D-520 
Caudren 714 
Let Mureaux 1 17 
Morane M.S.230 
Morane M.S.406 
Potez 63 1 
Pecez 63-11 
Breguet 693 
Bloch 174 
Amiot 143 
Bloch 210 
Potez 540 

AIR CONVERSIONS 

Hunter T.7 kit Conv. 
Harrier T.2 kit Conv. 

WILLIAMS BROS A/C 
Martin B-lOB 
Boeing 247 
MANIA A/C KITS 

M. kiSI Sonia G. A. vert. 

M. Ki-51 Soma Rec. Vers. 

N. B5NI Kate 
N. B5N2 Kate 
M. Ki-15 Babs 

M. Civil Babs 

N. Ki-27A Nate 
N. Ki-27B Nate 
M. Civil Babs 


1/72 2lp 
1/72 45p 
1/72 45p 
1/72 45p 
1/72 4Sp 
1/72 45p 
1/72 4Sp 
1/72 45p 
1/72 45p 
1/72 45p 
1/72 45p 
l.'72 45p 
1/72 45p 
1/72 45p 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
I /72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1172 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SSp 
1/72 SOp 
1 172 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 sop 
1 172 75p 
1/72 75p 
1/72 7Sp 
1/72 75p 
1/72 75p 
1/72 7Sp 
1/72 £I.5S 
1/72 £1.15 


1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
I /72 SOp 
I /72 SOp 
1/72 sop 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
1/72 £1.10 
1/72 £1.10 
1/72 £1.10 
1/72 £1.10 
1/72 £1.10 
1/72 £1.50 
1/72 £I.S0 

1/72 SOp 
1/72 SOp 
KITS 

1/72 £2.90 
1/72 £2.90 


} 1/72 £3.0 


1/72 £3.00 
1/72 £1.50 


MODELDECAL DECALS 1/72 SCALE 

All listed sett available: 

I : BAC Lightning Mkt. lA, 2 and 6 (six alternatives in RAF service), 
li F.4 Phantom (VMFA-531. USMC; 497th TFS. USAF and 767 Sqn.. RN.). 

3: N.A. F-IOOD Super Sabre (four alternatives in USAF service), 

6; U.S. Navy (F4U.IA Corsair, VF.I7: SB2C-3 Helldiver. V8-7: OS2U-3 Kinefither. 

7: RAF Hunter F.6, 14 Sqn,; Phantom FGR2, 6 Sqn.: Meteor F.4, 63 Sqn,, and Harrier 
GRI, I Sqn. 

lOi USAF-S.E. Asia (RF-IOIC, F-I05D. A-IH and EC-47N). 

II: F-I02A, 460th FIS, USAF; Harrier Gft.l. 4 or 20 Sqn. RAF. Sabre 6, 430, Sqn 
RCAF and alternative RCAF Sabre fin emblems. 

IS: USAF-S.E. Atn (2): F-4E Phantom. 34TFS, 2B8TFW. Cessna 0-2A 23 TASS, AC.47 
432TRW. and USMC OV-IOA Bronco, HLM-267. 

17: T-33| RCAF; F-35 Draken. 72S Sqn., Danish Air Force; Mosquito FB.VI, 4 Sqn. RAF. 

Skyhawk. 805 Sqn.. RAN, and A-4K squadron markings for 75 Sqn., RNZAF 
18; Royal Navy— Post War: (Gannet 4 COD, Sea Hawk F.I.. 998 Sqn., Wessex Mk. I. 
Ark Royal, and Avenger S, 631 Sqn.). 

19s West German Air Force and Navy (RF-4E Phantom, AG5I or 52); F-84F Thunder- 
streak. Jabo 33: RF-84F Thunderflath, AGS I ; Sea King Mk. 41. 

20: H.S. Buccaneer S.2't. 8(X) and 809 Sqns., F.A.A.: NF-SA Freedom Fighter. 314 or 
315 Sqn., Dutch Air Force, and L-20A Beaver. 334 Sqn., Dutch Air Force. 

21 : A-4E Skyhawks VMA-31 1 VA-94; A.4F Skyhawk. VA-164. AD-4 Skyraider, VA-65. 
22: A-70 Corsairs, 356 TFS. 3S4 TFW., and 40 TfS, 355 TFW,, with alternative decals 
(or 357 TFS. 355 TFW; T.33A. 50 TFW., and F-BSA Sabre. I IS FIS. 

23: Phantom F.G.1 , 43 Sqn. Harrier G.R. I A, 3 Sqn. Lightnine F,2A. W Sqn. All RAF 
CFI04Starfighter421 Sqn.C.A.F. 

24: RAF Hunter F.6. 79 Sqn. Phantom F.G.R.2 41 Sqn. Sea Venom F.A.W.2I 809 Sqn. 

Sea Venom F.A.W. 21 890 Sqn. F.A.A. Wyvern S.4, 831 Son. F.A.A. 

25: Lightning F.2A, 19 Sqn, Canberra B(l)8 IS Sqn, Harvard T,2B, 500 Sqn, Hunter 
FGA.9, 45 Sqn, All RAF. 

26: Buccaneer S2B. IS Sqn, Hunter FGA.9, 58 Sqn, Canberra B.2 10 Sqn, Gazelle H3T 
C.F.S., All RAF. R.N. Gazelle HT2. 

27: Canberra T4. 231 OCU. RAF, Cottesmore 1974, Hunter T7. 4 FTS, RAF, Valley 
1973 (or SS Sqn. 1962). Phantom FGR.2. Ill Sqn. RAF, Coningsby, 1974. 
Buccaneer 52A. 208 Son. RAF. Honington. 1974. 

28: Canberra £15, 98 Sqn. RAF. Cottesmore, 1974. Hunter T8. 764 Sqn. FAA, 1964. 

Lightning F3. 29 Sqn, RAF. Wattisham, 1971. Jet Provost T5, 3FTS. "The 
^ Swords", RAF Leeming, 1974. (Serials provided to make any one of Team) 
'MODELDECAL' style fully illustrated instruction sheet, giving decal locations and 
full colour scheme details, it included with all ModeldecaT decals, and commencing 
with set No. 17 a selection of ohorocraphs is also included. 

prices. I 

Sets 17 to 28 SOp each oy.r I83 UK Rates. 


CONTRAIL (SUTCLIFFE) 
VACFORMS A/C. 

Vimy to Vernon Conv. 1/ 

Manchester Conv, 1/ 

Avro York Conv, 1/ 

Northrop M-3PB 1/ 

Waco CG4 Hadrian 1/ 

WaceCGI3A 1/ 

Airspeed Hprsa 1/ 

Overscand/Sidestrand I / 

H.P. Harrow 1/ 

H.P. Heyford 1/ 

Bristol Bombay I' 

TSR2 1/ 

Fairey Hendon 1/ 

Avro Lincoln 1/ 

S. Southampton 1/ 

S. Scapa 1/ 

S. Stranraer 1/ 

Saro London 1/ 

PB 2Y-2/3 Coronado 1/ 

C-46 Commando 1/ 

Blackburn Iris 1/ 

Blackburn Perth 1/ 

Junkers JU 290 1/ 

Junkers JU 390 1/ 

RAREPLANES VACFORMS 
Bell 206 Jetranger 1) 

Stinson Sentinel 1/ 

S. Spiteful 1/ 

Rep, P43A Lancer 1/ 

Fairey Fulmar I/I I 1/ 

N.A. rj-l Fury 1/ 

N.A. F-eSD Sabre 1/ 

Martin B-IO I, 

XFM-I Airacuda If 

D.H. Raoide (Dominic) if 

P-5IH Fuselage 1 1 

Super Constellation 
Incl. extra parts for 
EC-I2IU and WV.2 1/ 


HASEGAWA AFV KITS 

1. WIIIysJeep 1/72 40 

2. IS5 mm, M.2 Gun 1/72 40 

3. Stuart Mk. I 1/72 40 

4. M3 Lee Mk. I 1/72 40 

5. M3 Grant Mk. I 1/72 40 

6. M3AI H.Track 1/72 40 

7. M4A-I H.Track 1/72 40 

8. Tiger I.E. 1/72 40 

9. Panther G. 1/72 40 

10. 68 mm. Plik 18 1,72 40 

11. Sd. Kfz. 7 H.Track 1/72 40 

12. KubeJwagen and BMW 

Combination 1/72 40 

13. Schwimmwagen and 

Kettenkrad 1/72 40 

14. Sd. Kfz 7/1 with 4AA 1/72 40 

15. M-4 (A3g8) Sherman l/n 40 

IS. TX.40 Fuel Truck 1/72 40 

17. Toyota Starter Truck 1/72 40 

18. Sd. Kfz 7/2 37 mm. AA 1/72 40 

19. M-24 Cha.fee 1/72 40 

20. G.M.C. Personnel C. 1/72 40 

21. G.M.C. Gas Truck 1/72 40 

22. G.M.C. Dump Truck 1/72 40 

23. MS Tractor 1/72 40 

24. Daimler II A. Car 1/72 40 

25. Humber II A. Car 1/72 40 

TAMIYA A/C Kirs 

J7WI Shinden canard 1/72 SO: 

J2M3 Raiden (Jack) 1/72 SOi 

Ki-44 Shoki (Toie) 1/72 SOi 

Ki-e4 Hayate (Frank) 1/72 60i 

A6M3 Mod, 32 Zero 1/72 60) 

POSTAL SERVICE 
Postage and Packing. UK races 
(Books and Decals see special races). 
Up CO 70p, 22p Up to £1.50, SOp 
Up to £3.00, SOp Up to £5,00, SSp 
Up CO £7.50, eOp Up to £10.00 95p. 
Up to £1 5.00, £1 , 10 Over £1$, free. 
S.A.E. with all enquiries please, 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN Shop Hours 09.30-12.30, 13.30-17.30 Mon.-Sat. Closed Weds. 

S46 BingstonBd Pnr temmrtli 
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Tel * Portsmouth 61469 




Continued from page 238 

chromed parts, lift-off bonnets, simulated 
rubber tyres, etc. 

Not all the models mentioned are avail- 
able yet but are planned for the very near 
future and will be included in the new cata- 
logue, making a comprehensive collection 
from this comparative newcomer to the 
plastic kit world. 

Our personal thanks go to the members 
of the staff for their hospitality, help and 
patience in answering our questions — now 
we can understand some of their problems 
of design, production and finance 

Pactra paints 

MORRIS & INGRAM (London) Ltd, the Poole- 
based importers of the well-known Badger 
Airbrush, have now expended their interests 
one stage further in model finishing by 
announcing that they are now distributing 
the Pactra range of authentic colours. 

The company recently supplied a selection 
of these paints for us to try and they certainly 
live up to the growing reputation they are 
enjoying in the United States. 

Available in sets of authentic finishes that 
match the already established Humbrol 
range, the Pactra series offer a very wide 
scope for the aircraft, AFV, ship and figure 
modeller. 

Some of the sets available include: USAF 
(Vietnam). Luftwaffe, Japanese Air Force, 
Arm6e de L’Air. Aeronautics Militare Italiana, 
Russian Air Force. RAF (Europe). US Air 
Force, World War 1 Aircraft, Naval Vessels, 
Tanks and AFVs, and Combat uniforms, to 
mention just a few. 

Each set containssix Vb flu id ounce jars and 
have a recommended retail price of £1.05. 
individually the jars are 15p each. Other sets 
going underthestyleof'NAMELare 11 peach 
or 78p per set, these contain general colours 
which are very useful. 

The paint is very thin and is ideal for air- 
brushing when it dries almost instantane- 
ously with a smooth even matt finish. Colour 
reproduction is very good and the paints mix 
together well to give an endless permutation 
of shades and other colours. 

One particularly useful range is the 'Spe- 
cial Effects' which contain such useful items 
as: Mud, Rust. Weathering, Steel, Zinc 
Chromate (yellow and green), Brass, and two 
tintings one each of black and white. These 
colours take a lot of the headaches out of 
weathering and tinting but do require some 
practice to obtain thecorrectdegree of finish. 

Brush painting is also effective but the 
paint is so thin that several coats are needed 
and care must be taken not to get 'brush drag' 
overareasthat have partially dried, it is best to 
give one base coat without over brushing, 
leave this to dry, then give several thin coats, 
avoiding as much as possible going over the 
same area whilst the paint is still wet. 

The warning on the boxes should be strictly 
adhered to, especially in the cases of 
thinner and varnish. 

At the same time as the Pactra paints were 
introduced Morris & Ingram also announced 
they could supply Pactra cement. This comes 
in two versions, a toxic and non-toxic type, 
both of which are easy to use and most eft ec- 
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tive, producing good welds with nostringing. 

A colour chart is available on application to 
Morris & Ingram (London) Ltd, 156 Stanley 
Green Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 3BE. But 
remember to include a stamped addressed 
envelope for their reply. 


Collector’s choice 

SEVERAL YEARS ago Revell produced a wide 
range of World War 1 and 2 fighters which 
were above average at the time they were 
released. Marketed in black boxes with 
dramatic action-packed lid illustrations, 
these kits appeared to fade from the 
retailers’ shelves and rumours of their 
demise started the usual hoarding by those 
who collect complete kits rather than make 
them. Any such caches thus accumulated 
will now fall in value as the company have 
recently re-issued the kits in new boxes 
each containing three alternative sets of 
markings. 

In some cases attempts have been made 
to improve the original tools, but in the 
majority the kits are exactly as they were in 
their original guise. This does not mean that 
they are not good value for money, although 
some of them will now suffer much stiffer 
competition from other manufacturers who 
have since added better models of the 
original Revell subjects to their ranges. 

P47D 

This was one of the earliest of the World 
War 2 series and suffers the most from 
recent competition with the Hasegawa and 
Matchbox releases proving a real threat to 
sales. Although fairly accurate in outline, 
Revell’s 'Jug' suffers from a surfeit of rivets 
and is a little crude when compared with 
more modern examples, as it inevitably will 
be. Markings are for Major Jackson's P47 
Teddy' of the 56th Fighter Group, an all 
natural aluminium machine of the 350th 
Fighter Group, and a Mk 11 Thunderbolt of 
No 30 Squadron RAF. 

P40E 

Like the P47 the P40 also suffers from an 
overdose of 'rivetitis' but does make up into 
a nice replica of this popular World War 2 
subject. In this case the decals are for an 
early USAAF scheme, the ever popular 
American Volunteer Group ‘Flying Tiger’ 


and 'Old Exterminator’, the mount of Col 
Robert Scott. 

P-39 Alracobra 

This unusual mid-engined aircraft has 
been somewhat neglected by kit manu- 
facturers so its re-release is very welcome. 
The canvas-covered control surfaces are 
well simulated but much work is needed on 
the engine panels and underwlng cannon 
fairings. The model captures the general 
character of the P-39 very well and if time is 
taken on working up the less well moulded 
parts, a nice model results. Don't forget the 
weight in the nose though, or your model 
will definitely sit tail down. 

Markings are for Lt Zed Fountain’s 
'Whistlin Britches', a factory fresh P39Q-1 
and a P39Q flown by the Russian ace Ivan 
Poryshkin, including his 55 kill markings. 

Messerschmltt Bf109E 

The Bf109E should really be available in 
as many variants as its famous opponent of 
the Battle of Britain, the Spitfire. Sadly this 
is not the case and the Revell offering 
leaves a lot to be desired to redress the 
balance. 

Compared with the Matchbox version the 
Revell kit shows its age and there are many 
shortcomings in its general shape. It may 
have been acceptable when it was first 
released, but serious modellers will still 
probably give it the cold shoulder as a kit, 
although it will be attractive from the point 
of view of its decals, which are for a desert 
finished machine of Jg 27, the E-4 of Obit 
Franz Von Werra and the E-3 of Werner 
Molders. An optional belly tank is provided 
for the E-7 but there were a few more 
changes than this on the original machine. 

F-4U-1 Corsair 

Once again the distinctive shape of the 
Corsair will be Revell's main hope of attract- 
ing younger modellers to this kit as, like the 
P47, there have been much better releases 
since this one first saw the light of day. 
However, the model is generally the most 
accurate of the lot and makes up into a 
good representation of this heavy 
carrier-borne aircraft. Markings are for an 
F-4U1 flown by Ira Kepford. a late war 
machine from USS Franklin and the famous 
'ole 122'. 

AIRFIX magazine 



Sopwith Camel 

Of the Revell World War 1 kits, the Camel 
was one of the most pleasing available and 
it is good to see it back in harness. As with 
all these kits there are some faults but 
nothing that can’t be put right and the lack 
of serious competition from other pro- 
ducers makes this a good buy. Markings are 
for B6234 of No 3 Squadron, Capt Roy 
Brown’s mount from No 209 Squadron and 
a RNAS Camel of 10 Squadron, the latter 
being very colourful and attractive for a 
machine of this period. 

Fokker DR1 Triplane 

Like the Camel, this kit is sure to prove 
popular among World War 1 enthusiasts 
and it is a toss-up between these two as to 
which is best. Assembly is straightforward 
and for some reason or other the finished 
model is much more robust than the Camel. 
Replacement of the struts with sprue or 
plastic card will enhance the finished model 
and the true purist will want to check the 
shape of the wing tips very carefully. Mark- 
ings are for the aircraft of Lt Voss, Lt Kempf, 
and Von Richthofen. 

To sum up, at the price these kits are 
offered they certainly represent good value 
for money and the majority of them can be 
made most attractive. One word of warning; 
as excellent as the Revell decals are they 
should be checked carefully as In the 
interests of economy the company have 
used one of the main colours to 'stand-in' 
for the correct ones on some serials and 
fuselage codes. However, all the subjects 
have been well documented so finding the 
corrections needed is not difficult, whilst 
doing this it will also pay to check some of 
the colours suggested on the instruction 
sheets for camouflage schemes. 

RAREplanes Fulmar 

THE FULMAR is a most attractive aircraft and 
it is difficult to understand why it has been 
left in the cold by the kit manufacturers for 
so long. One cannot help but feel that if this 
aircraft had been produced by the Germans, 
Japanese or Americans, there would by now 
be at least three injection moulded kits 
available! As it is, modellers are saved from 
the frustration of conversion or scratch- 
building by RAREplanes who. over the 
years, have quite rightly established them- 
selves as the leaders in the art of producing 
vac-form kits. 

Instructions are clear and precise and 
although some of the parts included, such 
as wheels, and undercarriage legs, are best 
replaced by parts from the spares box, the 
kit is complete except for markings. Those 
who wish to 'borrow' parts from injection 
moulded kits may recall that a conversion 
from the Airfix Battle to the Fulmar was pub- 
lished in the August 1969 edition of Airfix 
Magazine. 

As stated, no decals are included, but 
there are three excellent drawings included 
on the instruction sheet/box which give 
adequate guide as to those to use. 

At £1 .1 0 this is very good value bearing in 
mind the small production run when com- 
pared with the mass-produced injection 
moulded kit. 
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MechWar 77 

THIS NEW GAME from Simulations Publica- 
tions visualises tactical armoured warfare in 
the 1970s. Most of the given scenarios show 
hypothetical clashes between US and 
Russian armour in Europe, but also 
included are scenarios for Israel/Arab and 
Russian/Chinese conflicts. The game lends 
itself well to the creation of further 
scenarios by the players, and for this pur- 
pose British and West German units are 
included among the die-cut counters, and 
the playing map is interchangeable with 
that used in SPI’s 'Panzer '44' to give a little 
variety to those who own both games. 

Most of the conventional hardware 
currently available on the battlefield, from 
the humble rifle to the helicopter, can be 
deployed in platoon or company sized units, 
the vehicle units being shown on the coun- 
ters in silhouette. 

The rules are kept to a minimum consis- 
tent with some degree of realism and reg- 
ular collectors of these games will find no 
innovations (do we hear sighs of relief?). 

Combat is considered to be simultaneous 
between opposing forces, making plotting 
of fire tasks necessary but by no means 
tedious. Movement, on the other hand, 
alternates between players. SPI having 
found that simultaneous movement adds lit- 
tle to the game other than a lot of record 
keeping. This is also true of some earlier 
games as a recent edition of SPI's magazine 
Strategy and Tactics (No 47) more or less 
admitted. 

A good game and a must for armour 
enthusiasts, 'MechWar ’77’ is available at 
£4.55 from Simulations Publications UK. 
Crown Passages, Hale, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA15 9SP. 

Blue and Gray 

OBVIOUSLY THIS is a game based on the 
events of the American Civil War, but it's 
more than that because this is Simulations 
Publications' first QuadriGame, providing 
buyers with four games for practically the 
price of one. And worth every penny. 

The four games represent the battles of 
Shiloh, Gettysburg. Antietam and Chlcka- 
mauga. Each game has its own map 
(smaller than usual at 17 Ins by 22 ins but all 
brightly coloured), blue and gray die-cut 
counters and special rules. In addition there 
is a standard set of rules applying to all four 
games. 

The battles chosen make for exciting and 
well balanced play, one side usually starting 
with a distinct but short-lived advantage, 
forcing the other to play defensively until 
reinforcements arrive. 

Except in Chickamauga, the Rebs gener- 
ally appear to come off worst, but that is not 


to say that they don’t get their chance, and 
anyway that is how it turned out in real life! 

Players will find themselves forced by 
terrain and circumstances to follow the 
course of the original battles with surprising 
accuracy despite, or perhaps because of the 
extreme simplicity of the rules. 

'Blue and Gray' is recommended both 
for newcomers to simulation gaming and 
for the old hands as an entertaining bit of 
light relief from the complexities of modern 
boardgaming. Price £6.75 from Simulations 
Publications UK, Crown Passages, Hale, 
Altrincham. Cheshire WA15 9SP. 
Napoleon at war 

THIS IS THE title of the latest Quadrigame 
from SPI, and contains four playing maps 
and sufficient unit counters to enable the 
battles of Marengo, Jena-Auerstadt, 
Wagram and Leipzig to be re-fought. 

Despite the popularity of the Napoleonic 
period with miniature figure wargamers, 
board gamers interested in this period have 
not been particularly well served up till now. 
so these games are particularly welcome. 

The basic playing rules are extremely 
simple, being based on the popular ‘Napo- 
leon at Waterloo’ set. Movement is alter- 
nate, with the usual terrain effects on 
movement and combat, zones of control, 
etc. Combat is also simple, with no step- 
reductions to worry about. Night movement 
is allowed, but not night combat. Artillery 
bombardment against non-adjacent enemy 
units is also permitted. 

One set of standard rules is provided, 
applicable to all four games, plus individual 
scenario folders giving initial deployments, 
demoralisation levels, any special rules, and 
victory conditions. 

Unfortunately, as with other Napoleonic 
board games. 'Napoleon at war’ does not 
accurately re-create the tactical capabilities 
and restrictions of the time, and the more 
ingenious player will probably wish to 
improve the game by devising rules for flank 
and rear attacks. Exposed artillery units 
should also be allowed to fire during the 
opposing player's game turn if they are 
being attacked, since artillery fire could and 
frequently did bring an advance to a halt 
before a m&l4e situation could arise. Simi- 
larly. players may like to devise additional 
rules reflecting more individually the 
national characteristics of the combatant 
armies, and possibly also individual com- 
mander characteristics. 

Overall verdict — a good one for begin- 
ners because it is easy to learn and play, but 
lacking the detail necessary for accurate 
historical simulations. 'Napoleon at war' is 
available from Simulation Publications UK, 
Crown Passages. Hale. Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA15 9SP, for £6.75. 
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Aviation 

Airfix Magazine Guide 1 1 : RAF Camouflage 
of World War 2, by Michael J. F. Bowyer. 
Patrick Stephens Ltd. Bar Hill, Cambridge 
CBS 8EL, in association with Airfix Products 
Ltd. Price £1.20. 

THE IDEAL COMPLEMENT tO Bryan PhllpOtt'S 
recent book on Luftwaffe camouflage and 
markings of World War 2 {Airfix Magazine 
Guide 10), this book contains a complete 
outline to the camouflage patterns and col- 
ours used on RAF aircraft of all types in all 
theatres during the period 1939 to 1945. 

Day and night fighters, day and night 
bombers, coastal, reconnaissance, training, 
transport, army co-op and other types all fall 
within its scope, while there are also chap- 
ters on roundel styles, special markings and 
exceptions to the rule. 

Each section is well Illustrated by 
numerous photographs as well as the 
author's drawings (based on official war- 
time marking instructions), making this 
handy book an ideal introduction to the vast 
and complicated subject of RAF camou- 
flage. 

The author is well known as one of this 
country’s foremost authorities on British 
wartime aircraft colour schemes, yet this 
book is no simple re-hash of his previous 
works but an original reference volume 
which includes much little-known informa- 
tion and several previously unpublished 
photographs. As such it will be of equal 
value to the newcomer seeking a sound 
base on which to develop his interests, to 
the experienced aviation historian, or to the 
modeller trying to improve the authenticity 
of his plastic construction kits, while at only 
£1.20 it is priced well within everyone’s 
reach. 

World War 11 Fighter Conflict, by Aired 
Price. Macdonald and Jane's, Paulton 
House, 6 Shepherdess Walk, London N1 
7LW. Price £3.25. 

THIS LATEST volume in M&J’s Illustrated 
War Studies is unquestionably one of the 
best yet, and a superb introduction to the 
evolution of fighter design and tactics on a 
multi-national basis. 

The book describes the art of fighter 
design up to 1939 and how it progressed 
during the six years of war which followed. 
The Improvements are noted from the view- 
points of aerodynamics, structures, power 
plants and armament, and reveal how 
designers working independently of each 
other in Britain, America. Japan, Russia, 
France and Italy tackled what were essen- 
tially the same problems in much the same 
ways — though with some exceptions, of 


course. 

The second part of the book contains 
excerpts from recently released wartime 
reports of tactical trials on four of the most 
famous fighters — the Focke Wulf Fw 190, 
P-51 B Mustang, Tempest V and A6M5 Zeke. 

Finally, in many ways the most interesting 
part of the book, particularly to the growing 
ranks of aerial wargamers. is the section on 
fighter tactics, which is very well Illustrated 
with clear line diagrams showing types of 
formation and manoeuvre. 

Alfred Price’s name will be well known to 
most of our readers, and his clear, crisp 
style makes this fascinating account all the 
more interesting to read. The book is also 
extremely well illustrated and overall one of 
the best aviation books of the year. 

Military 

Airfix Magazine Guide 12: Afrlka Korps, by 
Bruce Quarrie. Patrick Stephens Ltd. Bar 
Hill. Cambridge CB3dEL, in association 
with Airfix Products Ltd. Price £1.20. 

THERE HAVE BEEN many books published on 
the subject of Rommel and his famous 
Afrika Korps, yet this is the first to be written 
specifically for modellers and wargamers. 

It includes chapters on the organisation, 
vehicles, weapons and equipment of the 
DAK, a chronology of the desert war, and a 
brief biography of the Desert Fox’ himself, 
well Illustrated with numerous photos. 
Besides these, there is a chapter on 
uniforms, illustrated In his usual superb 
style by Bryan Fosten; a long chapter on 
modelling a variety of Afrika Korps vehicles 
in 1 :76 scale, by Gerald Scarborough, which 
concentrates on models unlikely to appear 
in kit form: and finally a chapter on model- 
ling Afrika Korps figures in OO/HO or 1:32 
scale, by Robert C. Gibson. Altogether a 
veritable mine of Information and ideas and. 
like all the books in this handy series, 
extremely reasonably priced. 

Spanish Armies of the Napoleonic Wars, 
by Otto von Pivka with colour plates by 
Michael Roffe. Osprey Publishing Ltd. 12-14 
Long Acre. London WC2E 9LP. Price £1.50. 

THIS, THE much-heralded 50th title in 
Osprey's Men-at-Arms series, is a good 
one, although not so much a work of origi- 
nal research as some of the same author's 
other books, relying heavily as it does on 
Oman. However, the essential uniform 
information, which really makes or breaks 
each title in this series, is excellent, being 
largely drawn from Cornelius and Christian 
Suhr's paintings, while Michael Roffe's col- 
our illustrations are as full of character and 
detail as ever. 


The Spanish armies of this period have 
been sadly neglected by military students, 
modellers and wargamers. mainly because 
of their poor fighting record, but this book 
helps to put the record straight on some 
points and could stimulate an upsurge of 
Interest. Let us hope so. 

Medieval European Armies, by Terence 
Wise, with colour plates by Gerald Emble- 
ton. Osprey Publishing Ltd. 12-14 Long 
Acre, London WC2E 9LP. Price £1.50. 

THE DEVELOPMENTS in weapons, armour and 
organisation which took place during the 
period of 1300 to 1500 covered by this latest 
title in the Osprey Men-at-Arms series were 
so great that it is perhaps a little too much 
to expect more than a general survey within 
the book's extent of 40 pages. But despite 
the inevitable danger of over-simplification 
the text is basically a sound precis of 
medieval armies of the period in question, 
and the lay historian or medieval enthusiast 
will find something of interest within. 

The principal let-down is the reliance on 
romantic 18th and 19fh Century illustra- 
tions, from the works of Samuel Meyrick 
and Francis Grose, to portray contemporary 
armour. Many of these are grossly inaccu- 
rate and Meyrick’s work has often been 
criticised, more and more so in the past 
half-century. It seems a shame to resurrect 
such illustrations now, when it would have 
been so much more informative and accu- 
rate to illustrate either genuine articles of 
equipment where they exist or else to 
reproduce the original sources upon which 
the figures were based. That, at least, 
would, for instance, have shown that the 
lower figure on page 4 is an Egyptian cross- 
bowman of circa 1250 and not an early 14th 
Century European! 

The best illustrations, of course, are the 
eight colour plates from Gerry Embleton. 
impeccably executed as ever. 

Hitler's Elite: Leibstandarte SS, by James 
Lucas and Matthew Cooper. Macdonald 
and Jane's. Paulton House, 8 Shepherdess 
Walk, London N1 7LW. Price £3.25. 

ONE OF THE most interesting aspects of the 
Leibstandarte SS division was that, 
although formed as Hitler's bodyguard and 
supposedly one of the most ideologically as 
well as racially 'pure' fighting divisions in 
Nazi Germany, in combat it rapidly 
developed its own unique identity and self- 
sufficiency without much recourse to politi- 
cal dogma — a fact which caused many 
high ranking SS officers some concern. 

The Leibstandarte was created as the 
cream of Germany's fighting troops, and 
every man in the division felt himself 
unquestionably a cut above any other 
human being. In the end, as this new book 
admirably shows, the Leibstandarte trooper 
enjoyed fighting for its own sake rather than 
for any strategic, tactical or political 
reasons, and these three factors above all 
else — esprit de corps, individual confi- 
dence and sheer belligerence — account 
for its successes during World War 2. 

The book begins by tracing the political 
background to the formation of the Leib- 
standarte. then analyses its unit character, 
training, organisation and uniforms before 



moving on to study its campaigns in Russia 
and France. Meticulously detailed and very 
well illustrated with photos and maps, this is 
undoubtedly one of the finest books to 
emerge on the Waffen SS. and will make 
fascinating reading to all military and politi- 
cal historians of World War 2. Highly 
recommended. 

Rail and steam 

British Railways Diesel Locos, British 
Railways Diesel Locos and Multi Units, and 
British Railways Electric Locos and Multi 
Units, by A. Williams and D. Percival. Ian 
Allan Ltd. Terminal House, Shepperton. 
Middx. Price 40p each. 

THESE THREE little books are virtually the 
modern train spotters' guides, enabling any 
of the present day motive power units to be 
recognised. Measuring some 6 by 4 inches 
they are easily carried in the pocket and at 
only 40p each should appeal to all spotters. - 

Highland Railway Album, by Anthony J. 
Lambert, Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, 
Shepperton, Middx. Price £3.75. 

BY VIRTUE OF Its remoteness, the Highland 
railway was comparatively unknown. Its 
strong individuality stemmed from the fact 
that it was upon landed rather than com- 
mercial wealth that it was established. This 
individuality was reflected in many respects, 
such as its very distinctive loco liveries. Its 
buildings, and the fact that one of the con- 
tributors was allowed to run his own loco on 
the line: obviously the directors had a dif- 
ferent approach to running a railway than 
their commercial rivals. 

The magnificent scenery associated with 
the works of well-known authors encour- 
aged a healthy tourist traffic, which offset 
the rather small numbers of local travellers 
and kept the railway viable. 

The unique character of the Highland 
railway is well captured In this profusely 
illustrated album, and the author is to be 
congratulated on covering his subject so 
thoroughly. The enthusiast and modeller 
will both find this extremely interesting and 
useful, and It well warrants a space on the 
bookshelf. 

Steam was my catling, by E. S. Beavor. Ian 
Allan Limited. Terminal House, Shepperton. 
Middx. Price £3.50. 

MUCH HAS already been written on the 
glamour of steam and the performances of 
the locomotives, but here is a working story 
from inside the shed, by a Shed Master. In 
clear, readable chapters, the author 
describes his career in motive power 
depots, and in no way could it be called 
humdrum. Being concerned with the 
design, construction and maintenance of 
steam locos under varying conditions 
involved a number of incidents, which are 
related in personal contacts and anecdotes 
and will awaken the memories of many rall- 
waymen of the period. 

The book, which is well illustrated with a 
number of hitherto unpublished photo- 
graphs, provides absorbing reading for all 
interested in railways and can be 
thoroughly recommended. 


Uniform information 

I THINK SOME comment should be made on 
Martin Windrow's article In the October 
issue about the doubtful quality of many 
contemporary sources of uniform infor- 
mation. 

The first part of the article should, I think, 
be reprinted as a foreword to every book on 
military costume published in this country, 
as then, perhaps, all modellers (and 
authors!) will come to realise the truth of 
everything Mr Windrow says. The facts he 
states have previously been obvious to only 
a very few experts, even authors falling into 
the traps mentioned in the article. Perhaps 
now that an author of Mr Windrow's stand- 
ing has written so superbly concise an 
article, in a publication with as wide a 
readership as Airfix Magazine, some of the 
truths about uniform 'accuracy' of the 
Napoleonic period may sink ini I don't 
doubt that many other readers will have 
sent their congratulations to Mr Windrow, 
but please add mine to the resti 

As the excellent series on Peninsular War 
figure conversions by Mr Windrow and 
Gerry Embleton has now ended, I think 
readers (and modellers) should be encou- 
raged to read some of the many volumes of 
reminiscence and autobiography written by 
men who served in this war. Apart from the 
historical significance, these contain large 
numbers of descriptions of individual 
uniforms which could help modellers to 
produce individual figures. 

As an example, how about this for an 
unusual addition to a diorama built from the 
Airfix 95th Rifleman kit, taken from the writ- 
ings of Edward Costello of that regiment? 

As a punishment for defaulters. Colonel 
Beckwith of the 1st Battalion of the 95th at 
the time of the Peninsular War, compelled 
miscreants to drag a ball and chain from the 
ankle to Indicate that they were undergoing 
punishment. One frequent offender. Rifle- 
man Tom Crawley, merely tucked the six- 
pound ball under his arm and strolled 
around the town without it causing him the 
slightest inconvenience. Beckwith, wishing it 
made obvious that Crawley was undergoing 
punishment, instructed that the most incor- 
rigible offenders were to wear an agri- 
cultural smock frock over their uniform, 
with a large green cross painted on both 
back and front. But Crawley found a way of 
turning this to his advantage and (presum- 
ably) arousing the sympathy of the local 
civilians, by explaining his strange 'uniform' 
as 'the new regulation of the Duke of York, 
and mustn’t all the likes of me. that are 
Catholics in our regiment, wear the cross on 
their dress'll 

P. J. Haythornthwalte, Nelson, Lancs. 


Contributions 

Letters to the editor selected for publication 
entitle the senders to each receive a free 
Airfix plastic construction kit, and the pub- 
lication of photographs from readers is 
similarly rewarded. Airfix Products Ltd 
award the kits on the following scale: 

ONE letter or photograph published is 
rewarded by any kit from Series 1-6 inclu- 
sive. For TWO letters or photographs any 
one kit up to and including Series 9 can be 
chosen, or alternatively two kits up to Series 
6. For THREE contributions the entitlement 
is one kit up to Series 12 or three kits up to 
Series 6. Readers can make their choice on 
the special form which we send out after 
publication. The kits are supplied direct by 
Airfix Products Ltd. 

Letters to the editor should be addressed 
to: the Editor, Airfix Magazine, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB3 8EL. If a reply Is wanted, a 
stamped addressed enveloiM (or Inter- 
national Reply Coupon) should be enclosed. 
All photographs submitted for consideration 
should be clearly labelled with the sender’s 
name and address on the back of each. 

Opinions expressed by correspondents on 
this page are their own end do not neces- 
sarily reflect the views of the Editor or Airfix 
Products Ltd. 


Exeter wargames 

EXETER UNIVERSITY Wargaming Society is 
holding a convention on Saturday/Sunday 
January 17-18 1976 at Devonshire House, 
Exeter University. It will take place between 
11 am and 10.30 pm on Saturday and 10 am 
and 8 pm on Sunday. There will be three 
sections, each dealing with either Ancient, 
Napoleonic or Modern periods. These will 
include set battles and other items of 
interest In each period. If you wish to attend 
please contact Mike Bradford, Crossmead 
Hall, Exeter University, Exeter, slating when 
you expect to arrive, if you require a game 
and in which period, and if you require 
accommodation (available 16th, 17th and 
18th). A self-addressed, stamped envelope 
should be enclosed. 

Easibinders 

WILL ALL READERS intending to order Airfix 
Magazine Easibinders please note that, 
from the January issue, the page size of A<r- 
fix Magazine will be increased to A4 (11%" x 
S'A"). and new Easibinders will next year be 
made available to suit the new size. These 
larger Easibinders will take the present size 
magazines, but not vice versa. If you want 
an Easibinder for your Volume 17 or 1976 
issues, therefore, please order the new size 
in January. Limited stocks of the old-size 
Easibinders will remain available for some 
time, but if you have any unbound volumes 
order your old-size binders now to avoid 
disappointment. 
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SPEEDRY 


Stoekecl by all Hie betl model ihopt 


Sand S.A.E. now tor brochure 


Sizes available 
26" X 6" X 7" higti 
18" X 7" X 9" high 
13' X 6" X 5" high 
18" X 7' X 6’ high 
6' X 6" X 2V%" high 
18" X 18" X 5'/i“ high 
5Vj" 'dla. X 5%" high 


Price 

E2.90 

£ 2.00 

£ 1.10 

£1.64 

£0.50 

£2.60 

£0.55 

£0.40 


Aircraft, Dioramas, etc. 


Fight the Desert War 
in a smaii way . . . 


with GHQ original Micro-Armour. You get classic detail on 
our 1:285 scale models — the sort that you associate with 
tanks many times their size. Like the shovel on the Sherman. 
Maybe you prefer the Eastern Front. Inspect our Tigers. Or 
else you like the 1940 campaigns. Our listing fits the bill. Look 
at GHQ Micro-Armour and see that small does not mean 
shapeless. Send 20p for our listing and a sample of the Tiger 
One to us. 

We know you will like what you see. 

Go for GHQ 

In packs of five from 40p to 72p (-i- VAT) 
per pack of five Items. 

NEW HOPE DESIGN NORTHUMBERLAND^ ENGLAND 


AEROGRAPH 






MODELMARK 


CHRISTMAS STOCK CLEARANCE . . . PLEASE REFER TO OUR MAIN 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR POSTAGE RATES AND OUR ADDRESS. THE 
KITS ETC LISTED BELOW ARE OFFERED SUBJECT TO STOCKS 
LASTING AND IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF ALTERNATIVES WERE GIVEN 


Rareplanes FJ1 Fuiy £1.00 

Tamlya 1/100 A7 Corsair, A4 Skyhawk, 
MIG19. Mirage 111. MlG2t. F104. 
Draaken. Lighming, Fiat G91 

40p each 

Frog Vimy IV 65p 

Frog Bagged Viggen 3Sp 

Reyhex Mosquito/Beaufighter nose 
sets 

(loose) I5p 

Reyhex Pelican HH3F nose radomes/ 

window set 2Sp 

Testers Glosscoal 26p 

Pactra Zinc Chromate 9p 


Micro Thinner 

Frog Fokker D21 ... 
Eidai Aerosabaru 200 
Tamiya 1/48 Harrier 
Contrail Waco 4 . . . 
Frog Bagged MIG21 
Frog Bagged Harrier 
Testers Dullcoat ... 
P47 1/72 decal shee 
Rub 'N' Buff Gold . . 

Frog Firelly 

Eidal Cessna 02 . .. 
Frog Gipsy Moth . . . 


Credit notes given tor unavailable Items. Ends Dec. I6th 


Titan Dustcovers 


tharmotormed In lightweight 
crystal-clear plastic 


P&P 

Extra 

66p 

50p 

48p 

50p 

20p 

60p 

20p 

20p 


Suitable for 

Ships 

Large Tanks 
Cars 
Aircraft 
Mllilaire 


(foot and mounted] 
Dioramas, etc., etc. 


TITAN MANUFACTURING CO. Tei. 01-574 3173 

24/26 HIGH STREET - SOUTHALL • MIDDX. - ENGLAND 
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i 


Speedry Magic Marker has solved the space and power 
problem for all Air Brush users. Twin-pack 20 oz. 
cans of propellant for use with Aerograph Super '63 
Air Brushes by DeVilbiss — or any 
other make of air brush — ensure 
instant power control whenever and 
^ wherever you need it. No more 
H cumbersome pedal pumps or noisy 
B electric compressors. Speedry Magic 

" Marker propellant can save you 

space, time and money and ensure 
24-hour instant air brush power. 
Available from your nearest arts/ 
|i|||||jl^ graphic products supplier, or write 

” I to the address below for the Speedry 
Magic Marker Graphics Catalogue 
illustrating the entire range of 
Aerograph Air Brush accessories 
K and Speedry Magic Marker graphic 

products. We'll send you the address 
of your nearest stockist. 


SPEEDRY MAGIC MARKER DIVISION Royal Sovereign Group Ltd Britannia House, 100 Drayton Park, London, N5 1NA. 
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SUPER QUALITY AMERICAN 

PACTRA PAINTS 

— AT REDUCED PRICES — 


BRUSHING ENAMEL I MILITARY FLATS 


Black- White - Royal blue 

- Leaf green- Mandarin red 

- Lemon yellow - Aircraft 
grey - Chrome silver - 
Gold leaf- Insignia orange 

- Flesh - Chocolate brown 

- Wood tan - Sea blue - 
Clear - Thinner - Hot rod 
primer - Metallic red - 
Metallic blue - Metallic 
green - Custom pink - 
Exotic purple - Metallic 
Burgundy - Turquoise - 
Sapphire blue - Chartreuse 

- Hot pink - Military green 

- Orchid - Flat black - Flat 
white - Flat yellow - Flat 
green - Copper - Flat 
insignia red - Flat insignia 
blue - Flat clear - Flat 
brown - Flat battleship 
grey - Flat dark olive - Flat 
earth - Flat zinc chromate 

- Flat light olive - Flat sea 
grey - Flat metallic tan - 
Flat light blue 
11peach 10 for £1.00 

Set of 

CUSTOM COLOURS 

Metallic - Candy & Exotic 

10 assorted 
Special price 90p 


Set of nine bottles - Scale 
black - Brick red - Forest 
green - Navy blue - Olive 
drab - Light earth - Camou- 
flage grey - Primer white 
-Thinner. 

Were £1.19 

Our price 90p SAVE 29p 


AUTHENTIC 

INTERNATIONAL 

COLOURS 

Each pack 6 bottles + thinner 
USAAF Vietnam 
Jap Air Force WERE 

Tanks & Vehicles £1.10 

RAF European 

Italian 90p 

Russian Air Force eA%#c 

W.W.1 Aircraft 
Naval Vessels 20p 

Combat Uniforms 


PAINT LOCKER 

GLOSS 9 BOTTLES 
Instead of £1.09 ONLY 75p 

Black, White, Blue, Green, 
Red, Yellow, Silver, Gold, 
Thinner. 

SAVE 34p 


SOFT SPRAY 
’NAMEL 

Gloss black - Flat black - 
Gloss white - Royal blue - 
Leaf green - Insignia red - 
Flat white - Flat red - Copper 

- Lemon yellow - Aircraft 
grey - Satin brown - Chrome 
silver - Gold leaf - Orange - 
Wood tan - Clear - Sky blue 

- Candy apple red - Metallic 
blue - Metallic green - 
Metallic burgundy - Candy 
Parisian green - Candy orient 
purple - Candy sapphire blue 

- Undercoat gold - Hot red 
primer - Candy wild cherry - 
Candy turquoise - Candy 
lime green - Metallic bronze 

- Candy root beer- Gold mist 

- Blazing red - Sparkling 
burgundy - Star blue - Light- 
ning purple - Radiant lime - 
Lustrous turquoise. 

50p each 

CUSTOM SPRAYS 

3 assorted diamond flake 
£1.50 including post 

COLOUR CHARTS 

Limited number available for 
deposit of 50p which is 
returnable if colour chart is 
returned, clean, with order 
exceeding 50p. 


POSTAGE 

SPRAY PAINTS 

Orle tin 18p; other tins, each 10p to 48p parcel post. 

OTHER PAINTS 

Sets 2Sp; Second set, add 15p up to parcel post 48p. 
December 1975 


BRIDGE-^MOOELS 

i-2 STATION PARADE, HOE STREET BRIDGE, 
WALTHAMSTOW, LONDON E17. Telephone: 01-520 4565 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. every day except SUNDAYS 







^RMTEC 


Sel 1 ' GERMAN. MACHINE GUNS 
Set 2 - TEN JERRY CANS 
Set 3 • AMERICAN AFV TOOLS 
S«t 4 ■ GERMAN PIONEER TOOLS 
S«( S - GERMAN VEHICLE 

BREAKDOWN EQUIPMENT 
S<l 6 ' SIXTEEN GERMAN SPARE 
TRACK PLATES 
Stt 12 • BRITISH AFV TOOLS 
Set 13 • SANDBAGS 
ThetbOfe uu *'* III fi'ictd It t3p 


Sel 482 • EIGHT JERRY CANS 

(GERMAN) pncKf It 13p 
Sel 461 - TOW CHAIN (48 Kale 

feet) pficid It 19V)p 


Sel 9 ■ GERMAN MACHINE GUNS 

MG-34 t3p 

Set 10 - GERMAN MACHINE 

GUNS MG-42 13p 

Sel 11 - GERMAN Bimm MORTAR 
Kit ol pint I9>^p 

Set a - TOW CHAIN 135 Kale feet) > 

prkit/ II 19Kp 


S£T 14 - 1/36th Scale 


British Bren Gun & Bovs I / 
Anti-tank Rifle - 13p*Y 

1/7lith SCALE HETZEH RUNNING 
GEAR SET (Suitable fer all 3Si 
converiioni or Kratch-buildsI 27p 

• 

Vacuum formed converiion his for 
mooifying 1/76 scale AIRFIX kits. 

CONV.1 - Cast Hull and Sand 
Shields lor M3A1 LEE 27)4p 

C0NV.2 - Cast Hull and Sand 
Shields lor M4A1 SHERMAN 27Xp 


)/ 





1 s 

.99 Bmi AT iifie ^ 'I 

.50} ertn LMO tj 

I 4i All prices include VAT at B% " 


Sel 7 - TOW CHAIN (70 scale leet) 
pfieidll 19Kp 


,1-2 UNIFAX WOODS WAY GORING-BY-SEA SUSSEX Tel; WORTHING 46999 


ROS FIGURES 


N«w items in 1/300 scale detailed white metal 
Railway Items & Armoured Trains 

German armoured locomotive (lOp); German Armoured wagon with 
turretod 10.5 cm and 3.7 AA (lOp): Pz IV turret on flat car(IOp); Pz 38(t) 
on Hat car with ramp (lOp); Fial car for mine defence (10p). German 
'Panzerdraisine' rail patrol trolley (Sp). Linking straight track and curved 
track (6p per section). Look out for new Soviet train and German railway 
guns! 

AFV's etc at 8p 

German; Lynx, 6IV demolition vehicle. Raupenschlepper Ost. Brumm- 
baer, Sturmtiger. Karl giant mortar. 

Soviet: T28. T35, BA-64, Katyusha on Studebaker, Katyusha on GA2, 
Italian; M13/40. L6/40, Semovente 75, Semovente 47/32. 

Send sae tor toll lists and lists of 25 mm Ancient, Napoleonic and ACW 
wargame figures at bargain prices. We accept Access and Barclaycard, 
Just send us your number. Post & Packing; UK 10% in £, Overseas Air- 
mail 50% in £. Seamail 20% in £. 

ROS FIGURES 

IS WARNER AVENUE, SUTTON, SURREY, ENGLAND 


ALEXANDERS (Model Dept.) 

268 Kentwood Hill. Tilohursl. Raadlng, Berks. RC3 6DR Tel. 0734 27279 

MATCHBOX 1/72 Scale HASEGAWA 1/72 Scale 

PK 112 Fairey Battle S5p Willy's Jeep 40p 

PK113Me410A2/U4 SSp Schwimmwagen 40p 

PK 75 Humber Mk II A/Car 30p 8 Ton Vi Track 40p 

PK 76 Puma A/Car 30p Fuel Truck Isuzu TX-40 40p 

PK 77 Sd Ktz 124 Wespe 30p Starter Truck Toyota GB 40p 

PK 76 M16 Half Track 30p GMC Personnel Carrier 40p 

MONOGRAM 1/46 Scale 

817 Flying Fortress £5.95 ESCI 1/72 Scale 

TAMIYA 1/48 Scale PZJG IV Jagdpanzer 60p 

Avro Lmicastef £7.99 3 Ton TracCsdKtz II 60p 

German Afnka Korps 60p 

AIRFIX 54 mm Figures British Eighth Army 60p 

1015 French Line Infantry 28p German A/Tank Gun PAK 40 60p 

1776 British Grenadier 28p Opel Blitz Ambulance 60p 

We always have a full range of kits in slock and deliveries are by return. POST FREE 
on all orders over £1.50 add 15p postage for orders up to £1.5o. Personal shoppers 
made welcome. Open until 1 p.m. Sundays. Merry Christmas to all our customers. 


RUB 'N BUFF 

Pearl Blue i 
Silver 

GoW ^ 

Copper 


EACH 
POST FREE 


FROG KITS 


Javelin FAW9/9R 

75p 

Dornier Do 17 Z 

75p 

Vickers Vimy Mk 4 

75p 

Buccaneer 2A/50 

75p 

Mosquito Mk IV/VI 

6Sp 

Dornier 335 A6/12 

6Sp 

Me 110G/2G 

65p 

Jaguar A2/T2 

65p 

Westland Lynx 

65p 

Mirage 111E/0 

SSp 

Typhoon IB 

SSp 

Hunter FGA9 

SSp 

ITALAEREI 1/72 


Fiat BR20 Bomber 

£1.65 

Caproni CA 313/314 

£1.6S 

F84F Thunderstreak 

99p 

RF84F Thunderflash 

99p 

Henschel HS 126 

80p 

Lavochkin LAS 

SSp 

Gotha GO 242/244 

£1.80 

Cant Z 501 

£1.80 

Caproni CA 311 

£1.65 

Junkers JU86D1 

£1.65 

Junkers JU 188 

£1.65 

JOHN L. 

SIL 


1/72 Reyhex Conversions 

HH 3F Helicopter 30p 

Canberra Mk 11/19 39p 

Phantom RF48/C/E SSp 
Sea King Helicopter 20p 
Mosquito/Beaufighter 20p 


Thunderbolt P47D SSp 
Hornet F Mk 3 SSp 

Firefly F Mk 1 SSp 

Sea Venom 21/53 SSp 

Swordfish Mk 1 SSp 

Mustang P51 A 45p 

Soitfire Mk 8/9 45p 

Heinkel He 162 45p 

Tomahawk P40 4Sp 

Hurricane IIC 45p 

Vampire FB 5/50 45p 

B.A.C. Lightning F6 75p 

TAMIYA 1/48 

Nakajima Ki 184 1A 
Hayate £1.99 

Nakajima A6M2 N 
Type 2 £1.99 

Mitsubishi JSM3 Raiden £1.99 
Hawker Siddeley Harrier £1.99 
ZeroA6M2 £1.99 

Avro Lancaster BI/BIII £7.99 
Brewster Buffalo £1.99 
Hughes H500 Cayuse 90p 

TAMIYA 1/72 

Zerosen, Shoki. Raiden, 
Hayate. Shinden 60p each 


BADGER AIR BRUSHES 


Model 
250-1 
200 EX 
100 XF/IL 
100 GXF 
150 IL 

Compressor 


List Price 
£5.46 
£20.04 
£28.84 
£29.92 
£30.56 
£44.25 


My Price 
£5.00 
£16.95 
£24.65 
£25.80 
£26.30 
£37.25 


Price includes 
Hose, valve & 2 jars 
Hose, valve & 1 jar 
Spare needle 
Spare needle 
Spare needle & 1 jar 
V 4 " thread adaptor 


Tyre adaptor 
20 oz. Propellant 
6 ft. air hose 
Foot switch 
Propellant regulator 


92p 

Spare jars 

21 p 

£1.50 

On/off valve 

£1.21 

£1.63 

10 ft. air hose 

£2.33 

£3.24 

Air filter 

£7.29 

£3.19 

Most spares in stock 



NEW HUMBROL MODELLER’S 
AIR BRUSH — Only £3.25 

EXPO DRILLS 


Reliant Mini Drill £4.80 

Titan Drill £9.00 

Reliant Mini Drill Kit £10.40 

(ir>c. 20 Assorted Tools) 

Titan Mini Drill Kit £14.72 

(Inc. 20 Assorted Tools) 

Reliant Major Drill Kit £39.17 

(Inc. stand, transformer & 40 tools) 


Titan Major Drill Kit £43.35 
(Inc. stand, transformer & 40 tools) 
12v. Transformer/ 
rectifier £9.24 

Multi purpose stand £9.96 
SEND S.A.E. for BROCHURE 


(MEMBER I.P.M.S.) 


Post and Packing: Please add 10% (min. 25p) to all orders 
under £8,00. Payment by Access welcome 


51 THE PAVEMENT, PARK HILL, 
SHEFFIELD S2 5RD Tel. 0742 23897 
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dIus postage and packing 


Since the very beginning of man's 
history, armed conflict has often been 
the means of settling disputes between •»»» 
individuals, tribes and finally nations - in A 
recent history on a world wide scale. Hj 
Today there is a huge demand for books I 
on every aspect of military operations - 
ancient and modern, on land, sea and in 
the air. ~ 

Top quality booka at substantial 
savings ||f 

The Military Book Society brings to its I 
members a wide range of subjects ; V 
notable campaigns, military biographies, r 
special operations, equipment and . | 

weapons, the tools and dress of war. : 

Superbly produced works, often lavishly 
illustrated . . . exactly the same as 
publishers' editions except that members 
enjoy a substantial saving on every book 
- never less than 20%, usually more I 
You decide which books to take 
Every month you receive the Society's ’j 

free Bulletin reviewing forthcoming j 

selections from which you take only 
those you want. All we ask is that you 
accept a minimum of four books from i 
the large number offered during one ^ 

year of membership. * 

See for yourself 
Send for your gift-price introductory 
package today and see for yourself. No 
obligation - return them if you are not 
entirely delighted. 

Choose your introductory books from this great list - without obligation ! 




024 SEND HER VICTORIOUS 

U.Cmdt.MIchMlApM.rhttpItndM I I 

iloivo>*lici«hc«rii«i.MM.5. V/rlwtous ■ FREEPOST Applic«tion Form. ■ 

NoimillY eS.TS S To: Mllllary Book Soclitv (FREEPOST) P.O. Bo>20. B 

1ST THE LOST COMMAND 8 APlnpOon. Oxon 0X14 4BR g 

Alssisil RtvM. Bombot Commsnd'f long q PIms»*cc«di my •ppiication loioin r/)«M, Mary Book SoeiNyano g 

andcoftlywatllmaoHansIva. ■ ’F'td ''*o Mok$ whou numPais i hava indicaiad in iha p 

Nof/m/fyC3fS M boxas oiovldad For thaaa you win invoice maiusi SSoaach plus an q 

TMF Furvri nOEnia nc am ■ '""S* o' ‘0*> '» 'ovai iha coat ol post and packing Uniats g 

"“NLTCIOPEDIA OF AIR g enilialv daiignied I may laiuin Ilia iniioducioiy package and III do S 

WARFARE g to wimin 10 days my mambaisnip will Pa cancelled and I will owe g 

Ediled. lain Paitoni. 320colOuc ■ noinmg Fiom me salacuon ol llilas lavlawad avaiy month In tna g 

dtawingi. Ovoi 300 (uptib picluroi - g Society s liaa Bullelm i agiaa. at a mambai. to taka at laaai tout g 

many In colour. lOOOOOwerda ■ duilng my liiai van ol mambaithlp at u>inga ol 20% oi moia on g 

No/miffy C3 SS M Pubiithata' pricaa (plus p & p> altar which i may cancel at any rime, g 

SSBTHELANCASTERATWAR 5 / am over r« ya.ri o/ ape I 1 1 8 


481 THE BRITISH BOMBER SINCE 
1914 

Paiar Lawit. Slaty yaaraol daveloomani 

Hundradaofilluairation»and3-viaw 

diawinga. 

NotimMy C4.50 

016 ARTILLERY THROUGH THE AGES 
Col. H C B Rogars. Fascinating pictofial 
study from t4th eanlury topiasantday 

NoiimiiY esso 

7S1 THE ROYAL NAVY IN OLD 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Wilfrid Pym Trotlar. From ships Isunchad 
m Nelson's day to 191 3. 

NoimiHy €4 50 

019 GERMAN ARMY UNIFORMS AND 

INSIGNIA 1933/46 

Bilan L Davis. Richly illusirslad. 

Noimilly £4.75 

014 THE RECOLLECTIONS OF 

RIFLEMAN HARRIS 

Edited by Chtislophai Hibbaci. VlvUly 

told personal eaperiancas o( iha 

PanInsulaiWar. 

Noimilty £2.50 


1S3GERMAN ARMY HANDBOOK 
W J K Davlas. Plciorlalsurvay ol 
Garmany'i wanima land lorcaa. 
Noimiltr £3.00 

sat THE ART OF WAR : WATERLOO 
TOMONS 

William McElwaa. Slaty years ol 
revolutionary technology. 

NoimMy £4.50 

4BB THE ULTRA SECRET 

F W Wintaibotham. Amazing story ol t 

larpstkabla Brillsh Inialligancacouo. 

NomiUr £3.25 

182THEZULUWAR 

Aten Lloyd. Vivid laconstructlon ol a 

bloody colonial war. 

Notmilfr £235 

381 A MATTER OF HONOUR 

Philip Mason. An account ol iha Indian 

Army. Its ofllcars and man. 

NpmttMy £5.75 
3MTHE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR 
PatatYoung/RIchard Holmes. A military 
hWoty el the Cromwellian Wars. 
NonnMy £6.26 


I SignaTura. 


Address. 


H i/.K. only Oye/siis ippllctnts sinp lot dttiils 
N Sand no money now^^o not oltla stamp. 

S FREEPOST means we pay application postapa. 


TT^ 

n 
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KICIA/ for your CHRISTMAS 
IN C VV MODELLING 


1/72 Scale Vacuum Formed Kits 


SHORT MAYO COMPOSITE 


Mala Flying Boat by Contrail 
Mercury Float Plane by Airframe 

£5.50 

NORTHROP N-3PB 

86p 

HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

SHORT SINGAPORE III 

£1.80 

Available from; 



SUTCLIFFE PRODUCTIONS 

The Orchard, Westcombe, Shepton Mallet 
Som. BA4 6ER 


S.A.E. for full list of kits P & P UK only 50p 


NEXT RELEASE — BLACKBURN BEVERLEY 
And for 1976 — The Big Ivans — 

Tupolev TU*20 'Bear' Tupolev Tu 114 'Moss' 
Myasishchev 201-M 'Bison' 

Also — Douglas B7 

And for the Vintage Fans — Virginia/Victoria. Zeppelin Straaken 



SUPERBLY DETAILED 

METAL MODEL CAR KITS 

to large 1/24 scale 


^ 



MG TD — £7.56 inc. VAT and postage 

(unretouched photo of model) 

Send top stamps for two fully illustrated catalogues and price 
list. 25 different models including: Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, 
Bentley, Jaguar SS100, BugattI types 35b and 59, Austin 
Mercedes SSKL, MG types K3. M. etc: 

Simple assembly with adhesive, (no soldering). A Metal Model 
has a particular quality about it. Why not try one? 

Export a pleasure. 

Only obtainable direct from the manulaclurers: 

WILLS FINECAST 

LOWER ROAD FOREST ROW SUSSEX RH18 SHE 



JUST PUBLISHED; 

The Battle of Fontenoy Charles 
The Battle of Waterloo B J Hurren 
The Battle of Salamis Richard B Nelson 


Background Books for Wargamers and Modellers 

Hontenoy 


A great new series of in-depth studies of the most militarily 
interesting battles in history. Each title examines in detail the 
political and military background to the conflict, the personalities 
involved, forces engaged and the terrain, and then goes on 
discuss the various ways in which the battle can be 
on the wargames table. Each book illustrated with 
diagrams and plates. £4.50 net. 


CH«tfcS OKAWr 


Artists House 14-15 Manette Street London WIV 5LB 


William Luscombe 

Pit Mitchell Beazle) Gr»u|) 
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Starting with a Model Railway? 

Fleisiltmonn 

Quality first — because it lasts! 

Starter Sets in HO and N that can easily be extended 
with one or more track packs to suit your own designs! 

‘HO’ Gauge — 6315 Set — £17.50 + vat 
‘N’ Gauge — 9305 Set — £17.50 + vat 

EACH SET INCLUDES TRACK + TRANSFORMER 

Ready to Run! 

Fleischmann 

the complete railway system with the 
name that means QUALITY! 

Available from all helpful model shops! 

Sole U.K. Importers: 

M & R 

(Model Railways) Ltd. 

2 & 3 Hove Place, Hove, Sussex 

Tel: (0273) 736391 777374 

Fleisch Showrooms 

Rooms 18-27, Regent Palace Hotel 
Piccadilly Circus, London W1R 6EP 

Tel: 01-734 7000 Ext. 27 
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make model kit 
painting easier 

Revell's new range of enamels is ideal for all types of 
plastic modelling. 

There are 24 of them. 12 gloss, 11 matt and a thinner, 
packed in tough, screw-top bottles. They’re smooth-flowing, 
fast-drying and non-toxic. And fully mixable. That’s important 
because from those 23 basic paints you can make literally any 
colour you need. 

That's the Revell enamels colour scheme - a range of paints 
that cover the whole spectrum of plastic model painting. And to 
help start you off Revell have produced an easy to' follow mixing 
chart*, giving directions for mixing a further 16 colours. The 
latest Revell kits contain extra-detailed painting and mixing 
instructions too. 

Revell Enamels are easy to buy. You just can't miss the 
colourful Revell Enamels dispensers in all the best model 
shops.Easy to find, easy to use and fully mixable-that’s the 
Revell Enamels range. Great for plastic modelling and great 
to have around the home too - for wood, glass, metal and 
ceramics. 

*The Revell Enamels Painting/Mixino Guide is available from model 
stores or direct from us, and is also Included in the Revell 1975/6 
enthusiast model 48page colour catalogue, available from your model 
shop or send 30p to:- 

The World’s largest manufacturers of plastic model kits. 


I?cvcll 


Revell (GB) Limited. 
Cranborne Road. Potters Bar, 
Herts. EN63JX 
Tel: Potters Bar 56261 


The Revell 
Enamels 
Colour Scheme 



HEROICS FIGURES 

Modern Micro-Tanks In 1/300 scale. Detailed white metal castings 

SnISi: T-70', T-62‘. T-55’, T-55 dozer’. T-10W. PT-76', 8MP-76. 8TR-60, 
6TR-40, BROM-2, BROM-2 + sagger. ASU-ftS, UAZ-469, BM-21 RL’, 0-30 122 mm 
gun + crew'. 152 mm M-1955 howitzer', M-1955 100 mm AT gun*. Mil Mi-24 
ounship. Sukhoi Su-7. 

Freneh; AMX-30*, AMX-13', AML H-90, EBR-75', AMX-30 155 How', AMX-10, 
AMX 13 -I- SS11 missiles'. 

UK: Chieftain', Centurion AVRE', FV432. FV438, Abbot', Saiadin, Saracen, Fox. 
Ferret 2/6, Scorpion. Jaguar. 

USA: M60Ar, M60A2’ M551 Sheridan*. M113, M114, M109', M726 CEV'. 
Commando, XR311. Huey Cobra, Skyhawk. 

Others also available. Send sae for full lists. Including lists of modern and other 
period micro-men In 1/300 (NEW: Byzantines and Sassanids). All tanks 8p, or 10p 
where asterisked. Aircraft & gunships 15p. 

Fkjst & Packing UK 10% in E, Overseas airmail 50% in C. seamail 20% in £. We 
accept Access and Barclaycard. Just send your card number. Overseas trade Invited. 
(£1 =$2.05) 

HEROICS FIGURES 

22 MOWBRAY COURT, MOWBRAY ROAD, LONDON SE19 2RL, UK 


History — Reference 
Modelling — Engineering 
Computers — Navigation 
Flying — Construction 

We carry a comprehensive U.K. 
and International range of 
books on all aspects of aviation 
and armour. 



You Ask 
We Deliver 

Kits, Ideas, 
Technicalities 

Above all 

DETAIL 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER: 

10% off 1/72 Aircraft Kits 
Send S.A.E. for lists 

MAIL MODELS 



THE OLD MILL 
THE WARREN 
CROWBOROUGH 
SUSSEX 

Tel: Crowborough 2414 


Stockists of 
Hasegawa, Frog, 
Revell, Matchbox 
and others 


BOOK NEWS 


IAN ALLAN 


Terminal House Shepperton 
TW17 8AS 



in the Fifties 






a ^ ^ 


GREAT 
WESTERN 

Pre-Croupu^RaOnffySemeNal 
t:dilalbyaS.I^ 


Superb New Railway Titles 

Top Shed 

P. N. Townend 

Himself in charge of the King's Cross locomotive depot ’Top Shed’ from 1956 until Its closure in 
1963, the author combines the history of the first 100 years with an inside story of the workings 
of the final years of this great shed. The remarkable collection of rare photographs shows a 
lively picture of steam shed life, plus a panorama of the locomotive types that have operated 
from 'Top Sh^'. 

9V4" X 7" 176 pp fully illustrated £4.50 


British Rail Main-Line Diesels 

Compiled by S. W. Stevens-Stratten 
Drawings by R. S. Carter 

Revised and enlarged edition. All drawings in 4 mm scale. 

SV^" X MVt" landscape. 64pp drawings £3.30 

London Steam in the Fifties 

Brian Morrison 

Evocative photographs capture the postwar steam scene in and around the capital. 

9V4 ' X 7 " 128pp fully Illustrated £3.60 

Pre-Grouping Railway Scene No 1: 

The Great Western 

0. S. Nock 

A selection from the famous Rixan Bucknall collection of picture postcards depicting the 
steam railway scene before the 1923 Grouping. 

9V4'' X 7 ” 16pp fully illustrated £2.40 


Roaming the Northern Rails 

Eric Treacy 

Beautiful large photographs show the great variety of rail power in this tribute to railways in the 
north of England. For the first time, Eric Treacy has included some modern diesels amongst his 
studies of the steam era. 

11" X 8W 208pp, over 250 illustrations plus 4pp colour £5.95 


Steam in the West Midlands and Wales 

B. J. Ashworth 

A wonderful evocation of the final years of steam in this picturesque area. 

9%" X 7" 112pp fully Illustrated plus 8pp colour 


Books are obtainable from leading booksellers or from our Retail Department (address above). When ordering direct, please 
send re/7J/ffa/ice, adding 12p in the £ (from 25p minimum to 60p maximum) to cover postage and packing. VAT inclusive. 

Book tokens can be accepted as payment. 
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MODEL 

CORNER 

We have a large range of kits 
to suit all tastes 

AIRFIX REVELL 
TAMIYA HASEGAWA 
BANDAI EIDAI 
FUJIM! ITALAERI 

RADIO BY McGregor 

Railway — HORNBY; PECO: FARRISH 

30 North Street, Horsham, 
Sussex 

Phone 61533 

Postage — Please add 10% (25p min.) to all orders up to £5 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS 


REVOR OPTICAL & 
TECHNICAL 


“ dia. lens 

FLEXIBLE 

MAGNIFIER 

WITH CAST IRON BASE, 

PRECISION GROUND AND 
POLISHED LENS, CHROME PLATED 
FRAME AND FLEXIBLE TUBE. 

IDEAL FOR HOBBIES, AND 
DETAILED WORK WHICH REQUIRES 
BOTH HANDS FREE. 

CALLERS ARE WELCOME 

(Subject to price ruling at the time of issue) 


12/13 HENRIETTA ST., 
LONDON W.C.2 
Tel. 01-836 4536 

. £ 6.50 

Including 
Pottage & Packing 



WORTH 
OVER 
£1 _ 


This superb box of 
PACTRAauthentic 

militarycolours when youbuy one of these gufls 


Ideal partner to the Badger airbrush series, these PACTRA paints are 
renowned for their complete colour authenticity. Made from finely ground 
pigments which ensure even coverage and tone control without clogging. 

This pack of 9 bottles of military flat paints — worth more than £1 — are 
yours FREE when you buy either of the famous BADGER airbrushes shown here, 
But don't leave it too late; the offer closes on December 31st. 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR USUAL SUPPLIER 


Model 100XF 
A really magnificent air* 
brueh, offering the flneet 
pottibie control for hair- 
line detail work 


4. I nttant fine/full adjustable 
^^control, Fitted Teflon head 
'and needle bearing. Excellent 
Model 200 brush for more experienced 
modeller. 


156 Stanley Gieen Road Poole Dorset BH15 3BE Tel: Poole (02013) 3757 


We ere the exclusive distributors (or the COMPLETE range of Badger Airbrush equipment 
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PETITE PRECISION 

a power tool for the modeller 


Diameter: 

33 mm. 

Weight: 160 kg. 


Chuck Size: 

2/10 to 
2.5 mm. 


POWER 
9-14v. d.C. 

2 batteries 
4.Sv. in series 
AC/DC Trans. 
Car battery 


THIS PRECISION EXAMPLE OF FRENCH ENGINEERING IS A MUST! 

The high power “palm” size drill operates from 2 x 4.5v batteries or any DC source (a model 
train transformer for example) up to 14v, so is equally suitable for “field” or “workshop” use. 
The drill may be hand-held for routing, engraving, polishing, cutting and so on or clamped 
in the special drill stand — an optional extra, but for which space is provided in the carrying 
case — for precision drilling, etc. 


SUPER-10 kit In 9f/^x2x4ln. case with Drill, Battery holder, 

3 collets, 10 tools £11.50 + p.p. 65p 

Flexible drive shaft £5.00 + p.p. 35p 

Transformer 240v AC/12v DC £5.50 + p.p. 7Sp 


PRICES 

Complete SUPER-30 kit as Illustrated (less batteries, 30 

tools) £15.01 + p.p. 75p 

Mk. M Drill Stand £3.76 + p.p. S8p 

Drill only £7.00 + p.p. 35p 


All above prices include VAT 


3. Flexible drive approx. 16 In. long 
with collets- 


1. Selection of tools in Super 30 kit. 


2. Drill shown in 
stand. 


4. Complete 30 tool kit in case 
showing space for stand. 


EClS 







ROS FIGURES 

^5 mm budget series of white metal detailed wargame figures. 
49p + 6p postage per pack of 10 infar>try. 4 cavalry troopers 
and horses or one gun and five crew. Command packs of 
standard, two drummers and two officers 29p + 6p postage. 


MARLBURIAN 15 mm FIGURES 


French 

Guard Grenadier 

Qren. Command Pack 

Guard Engineers 

Guard Lancers 

Guard Chasseurs a Cheval 

Guard Dragoons 

Carabiniers 

Guard Horse Artillery 

Guard Foot Artillery 

Line Grenadiers 

Line Fusiliers 

Line Command Pack 

Line Chasseurs a Cheval 

Line Lancers 

Hussars 

Line Dragoons 

Cuirassiers 

Line Foot Artillery 

Polish Infantry 
Russian Grenadiers 
Austrian Musketeers 
Austrian Grenadiers 
Austrian Jager 


erltlah 

Inf. Belgic Shako 

Inf. Belgic Shako FI. Co. 

Line inr Command Pack 

Inf. Stove Pipe Shako 

Inf. Stove Pipe FI. Co. 

Rifleman 

Highlander 

Highlander Command Pack 

Hussars 

Light Dragoons 

Scots Greys 

Hy. Dragoons 

Horse Artillery 

Foot Artillery 


Prussians 

Musketeers 

Command Pack 

Jaegers 

Uhlans 

Dragoons 

Artiflery 


Ancients and ACW aiso available. Send s.a.e. for full lists. 
ACCESS and BARCLAYCARD accepted, just send your card 
number. 

ROS FIGURES 

15 WARNER AVENUE, SUTTON, SURREY, U.K. 


F101 Grenadier marching (mitre) 4p 

F102 Private marching (tricorn) 4p 

F103 Hautboy marcliing (tricorn) 4p 

F1CM Drummer marching (tricorn) 4p 

F105 Officer with standard 

marching 4p 

F106 Officer with halfpike, marching 4p 
F107 Sergeant standing, with 

halbert (mitre) 4p 

F108 Grenadier firing (mitre) 4p 

F109 Private firing (tricorn) 4p 

Ft 10 Grenadier st^dmg. shoulder 

(mitre) 4p 

F111 Private Standing, shoulder 

(tricorn) 4p 

F112 Drummer standing (tricorn) 4p 

F113 Officer with standard. 

standing 4p 

F114 Officer with halfpike. 

standing 4p 

F115 Sergeant marching, halbert 

(tricorn) 4p 

F116 Sergeant standing, halbert 

(tricorn) 4p 

f 117 Grenadier drummer, marching 4p 
118 Grenadier, drummer. 

standing 4 p 

Flld Grenadier, lighting grenade 4p 

F120 Grenadier, throwing grenade 4p 

FI 21 Grenadier, advancing 4p 

F122 Private (tncorn) advancing 4p 

F123 Grenadier kneeling 4p 

F124 Private (tricorn) kneeling 4p 

A101 Gunner with wheelbarrow 4 d 


A102 Gunner with sponge, 

horlaontal 4p 

At 03 Gunner with handspike 4p 

A104 Gunner with port fire 4p 

A10S Gunner with sponge vertical 4p 

A106 Drover with whip, walking 4p 

A107 6-pdr. cannon (4-part kit) I2p 

A108 Limber (3-part kit) 12p 

A109 Pioneer with pick 4p 

Alio Pioneer with shovel 4p 

A111 Tumbrel cart (3-part kit) 12p 

A112 Muleteer 4p 

A113 Powder cart (3-part kit) 12p 

At 14 Gunner with barrel 4p 

Alls Pontoon 16p 


A116 Howitzer (3-part Mt) 12p 

A117 Pontoon wagon (5-part kit) 16p 

Alio 24-pdr. Siege cannon 

(4-parl kit) 12p 

A119 Gunner wllti bucket 4p 

A1 20 Gunner with cannon ball 4p 

At 21 Mortar 12p 

A122 4-wheeled mortar cart 16p 

A123 4-wheeled baggage wagon I6p 

A124 Gabion 12p 

M101 Dragoon, musket slung, 

horse walking ap 

M102 Dragoon, musk^ at port, 

horse walking Sp 

M103 Mounted Officer, horse 

standing 6p 

M104 Draught horse, walking 6p 

MlOSCavafry, drawn sword. 

charging Bp 


P & P extra. Orders up to £1, Up: £2, 15p: £3. 17p: £4, 19p: £5. 21p. 
Over £5 Post Free. Sertd lOp for Nst sample figure. Over 400 items 
in 9 different periods available. 

PETER LAING 

Minden, Sutton St. Nicholas, Hereford HR1 3BD 

Tel. 518 (STD 043 272) 



Getting it 
reguiariy? 

Wise readers make sure of getting their copy of Airfix 
Magazine each month by taking out an annual 
subscription. No more hunting bookstalls for the 
latest issue — have it delivered right to your front 
door. That way you make certain of not missing the 
article, review or advertiser's bargain you particularly 
want to see. Place your subscription now by using 
the form below. 


To Airfix Magazine, Subscription Department 
Surridge Dawson & Co (Productions) Ltd. 

136/142 New Kent Road. London 5E1 

Please send my Airfix Magazine each month by post on 
publication for a 12 month period commencing with 

the issue. I enclose my cheque/postal order 

(not cash or stamps) forES.10 (postage included). (USAS12.00). 


Terminal House Shepperton TW17 8AS 


I 

Please write clearly in block capitals A1 
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AIRFIX 

magazine 


Please address your correspondence to 
Airfix Magazine, 

Classified Advertisement Department. 
Bar Hill. Cambridge, CBS 8EL. 


Rates 8p per word. Minimum charge 60p. 
Box numbers 30p extra charge. 

All advertisements must be prepaid. 

Please state classification required. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTS 


Closing date for next available issue December 15 


FOR SALE 

Approximately 900 books and magazines 
of interest to modellers and historians. 
Send S.A.E. for list to: S. A. Cole, 56 Donald 
Drive, Chadwell Heath. Romford, Essex, or 
telephone 01-590 2506. (1885S) 

Nearly 2,000 aircraft photos to choose 
from, also military vehicles, steam vehicles, 
photosets. Lists and sample print 25p. T. A, 
Brown, 45 Clifton Road, Southall. Middx. 
UB2 5QP. (1886S) 

Tamiya Military Kits — Fantastic reduction, 
at least 10% off. Send S.A.E. for free list, to 
MAIL-A-KIT, 101 Vicarage Road. Watford, 
Herts. (1893S) 

Airfix Magazine Oct 72/Sept 75; Scale 
Models Sept 70/Oct 75; Air Enthusiast Aug 
72/Sept 75, (1900S) 

Aviation, Military, Naval Books, 
Magazines. Used, new. Some imported 
titles. Stamp or I.R.C. for lists. Overseas 
enquiries welcome. Pidler, ‘Kelston’, Chaw- 
leigh.Chulmleigh, Devon EX18 7HA.(1901S) 

ntty Aircraft Kits, magazines, Profiles, 


Th« publishers of AIRFIX MAGAZINE must 
point out to readers that, while every care Is 
taken to check the bona fide nature of all 
advertisements, they cannot accept any 
responsibility for disputes which might arise 


paints, transfers (Modeldecals), plans, Al 
extra etc. S.A.E. with wants — Beirne, 38A 
Broughton Place, Coatbridge, Lanark- 
shire. (1905S) 

For Sale. Send S.A.E. for latest list of dis- 
continued and rare Frog kits. P. Oliver, 17 
Drapers Avenue, Margate. Kent. Thanet 
27317. (1906S) 

Frog Thunderjet, Scimitar. Attacker for sale, 
or exchange for Frog Oxford Magister, 
Proctor, Baltimore, Beaufort, Mastef. Hots- 
pur or Airmodel N.F. Vampire conversion 
kit. S.A.E. for details: Nicholls. 16 Parson- 
age Fields, Monkton, Kent. (1907S) 

Airfix Magazines November 1966 to 
October 1975. Mint condition. Offers with 
S.A.E. 'Four Winds', Harrowsley Green 
Lane, Horley, Surrey. (1908S) 


Airfix Magazines — complete years: 1961, 
1963, 1964. 1965, 1967. 1968. Good condi- 
tion. Offers — Jones, 8 Sutherland Gardens. 
Rainham, Kent, Tel. 0634-360091. (1909S) 

Aircraft Books, magazines, few models, 
board wargames, ‘N' gauge railways. S.A.E. 
stating wants: Tonks, 6 Lifeboat Avenue, 
Skegness. PE25 3EW. (1910S) 

WANTED 

Vacuform Conversions for Dragonfly, New 
Gannet and Vampire Trainer. Also Frog 
Attacker. Scimitar. DH-110 and V-Bombers 
(made or unmade). Doherty, 4 Owenmore 
Place, Londonderry BT47 1XG. Tel. 0504- 
860213. (1902W) 

Top prices offered for any made/unmade 
pre-war Frog Penguin kits, ie Empire £25, 
Monospar £15. Hart £9. Box No 
1911W. (1911W) 

Require 1/72-1/75 Reppu, Shiun, Zuiun, 
Seiran. Grace. Jill, George. Quote price and 
condition to — P. Bebbington, 55 Watford 
Street. Shelton. Stoke-on-Trent. 
Staffs. (igi2W) 


AIRFIXV^MRRC 


FOR YOUR AIRFIX 
MOTORACE SETS 

and 

ACCESSORIES 

and all 

SLOT CAR RACING 
EQUIPMENT 


Please send lOp for catalogue and price lists to MRRC Ltd.. 

29 Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 






What a bind! 

The Classified Advertisement columns in Airfix 
Magazine prove that copies of every issue become 
more and more vaiuable as time goes on — and 
especially those which have been preserved in good 
condition. Protect your investment and at the same 
time tidy up your bookshelves by keeping your 
copies in AIRFIX MAGAZINE EASIBINDERS. Order 
now for your valuable back numbers, your last year's 
copies or even your next year's copies, using the 
form below. 


^ 

1 To Airfix Magazine. Easibinder Department 

2 PSL Publications Ltd. Bar Hill. Cambridge CB3 8EL 




Please send me special Airfix Magazine 

Easibinders immediately at £2.25 each Including VAT and 
postage, l enclose my cheque/postal order {not cash or stamps) 


for £ Signed 

Name 


Address 


Li: 


Please write clearly in block capitals 


A12/75 



December 1975 


255 









PSL books make perfect presents 



We publish a very wide variety of titles from 
modelling and wargaming to photography, 
so there’s bound to be something for you! 
Here Is just a selection from our more recent 
titles: 

Aviation 

Fighting Colours: RAF fighter camouflage and 
markings 1937-75, by Michael J. F. Bowyer (£3.95 
net, £4.25 if ordering by post) is a compietely 
revised and updated edition of this famous book, 
covering every type of RAF fighter marking and 
camoufiage scheme from 1937 to the present day. 
204 pages, SVz" x SVi", 176 photos and 247 
drawings. 

Our World in Space, by Isaac Asimov (£7.95 net, 
£8.57 by post) is an imaginative iook forward to 
what the next few decades may hold in store for 
us, lavishiy iliustrated in fuii coiour by Robert 
McCall (who prepared much of the original 
artwork for 2001: A Space Odyssey) and with a 
foreword by 'Buzz' Aldrin, second man to set foot 
on the Moon. An ideal Christmas present for the 
science fiction enthusiast. 176 pages, 11W x 77", 
67 col plates and 41 b&w Ulus. 


Modelling 

How To Go Railway Modelling, by Norman 
Simmons (£3.95 net, £4.25 by post). This new 
edition of the basic book on ali aspects of railway 
modelling is selling so quickly you'd better order 
soon before we run out of stock. Covering 
layouts, electrics, locos, stock, scenery and 
accessories, it is the ideal Christmas present for 
every railway modeller from eight to 80. 

216 pages. 8Vz" x 5V2". 110 photos and over 100 
drawings. 

Modelling Miniature Figures, edited by Bruce 
Quarrie (£3.75 net, £4.05 by post). A complete 
guide to modelling, painting, converting, casting, 
carving and displaying model figures in all scales 
and materials. The book for every figure modeller. 
152 pages, 9" x 6", 88 photos and 119 drawings. 

Maritime 

A Dictionary of Ships of the Royal Navy of the 
Second World War, by John Young (£3.95 net, 
£4.25 by post). A complete listing, cross indexed 
by name and class, of every RN ship during the 
last war, with all essential data. An invaluable 
reference book for the naval historian and 
enthusiast. 192 pages, dVz" x 5V2’', 27 photos. 


Military 


Renaissance Armies 1480-1650, by George Gush 
(£4.25 net, £4.55 by post) is the very first detailed 
English language book on the armies, uniforms, 
weapons, tactics and equipment of this 
fascinating era. Containing nearly 600 
illustrations, it covers the forces of all the major 
and most of the minor European and Asiatic 
nations from the time of Charles the Bold up to 
the English Civil War. 128 pages. 9y2" x 7V2", 597 
Ulus. 


Wargaming 


Dreadnought: A History of the Modern 
Battleship, by Richard Hough (£6.95 net, £7.57 by 
post). A complete description of the world s 
battleships from the first HMS Dreadnought in 
1 904 through the First and Second World Wars to 
the present day. Big format and hundreds of 
illustrations. 288 pages, 10W x 8W’, 180 photos 
and 78 drawings & diagrams. 

Send for a full list of books. Please state which 
subjects interest you most, 
iii^ Published by 

Patrick Stephens Limited 

lEsU Bar Hill, Cambridge. CB3 BEL Tel Crafts HiU 8001 


Skirmish Wargaming, by Donald F. Featherstone 
(£2.95 net, £3.25 by post) is a lively look at 
wargaming with small groups of figures, which 
includes complete playing rules and ten scenarios 
enabling you to fight enjoyable and stimulating 
games ranging from a Viking raid through a pirate 
boarding action and a Wild West gunfight to 
street fighting in Monte Cassino. 100 pages, OYrt" 
X eVs", 7 7 photos and 10 drawings. 


To Your leading bookseller or model shop 
or Patrick Stephens Limited 
Please send me the following books 


HiU 


I 


I enclose my remittance of £ 


Name 


I 


■ Address 
.^kplease us* 


use block capitals 
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Printed In England by Blackfriars Press Ltd.. Leicester 


NEW A.F.V.'S 
E.S.C.I. 1/72 
SCALE 

3 Ton Opel Blitz Truck 
iigd Penther IV Tenh 
3 Ton H*1f Track 
SdKfz 1 1 

Afrika Korps Tieurcv 
Pak 40. Pak 3S.'36. 

AA Flak 36 
Opel Ambulance 

Mo oach 

RED SABLE 
BRUSHES 

Geld Star Kol/naki 
table hair. 

Siaet 

00. 0 or I blp each 
2 S3p •aeb 

^ £1.15 each 

I £ 1.65 each 

WRITING AND 
PAINTING BRUSHES 

A BMW direct import from Japan 
FINE BRUSHES FS Mp FM ISp 
FLATS F2 Wp F4 Up F6 14p 

ROUNDS RO ISp Rl I6p R2 I7p R4 IBp 
MIXED SET OF S BRUSHES at packed PSp 

PLASTICARD-WHITE 

»h«et 


BMW FOR MAX KITS 

us WW 1 1 Armoured Cavalry Scout Car £1.90 

Br.tiih WW 1 1 V.C.M.P. Light Truck £3.20 

US M>6 37 mm A tank fun carriage £3.20 

US 1i ton Personnel earner £3.20 

US 3l4 ten Weapons carrier £1.60 

US Command and Reconnaissance Truck £1.60 


S thou 
10 thou 
■ 5 thou 
20 thou 

30 thou 
40 thou 

60 thou 


lOp 

lOp 

tip 

I4p 

lip 

17p 

40p 


WAR GAME RULES 

Ancient 1000 BC to AD 1000. Now 

in third edition 90o 

l7S0>ia50 for use with 20, IS and 
30mm figures, easily adapted for 
12) and ISmm figures 
I915-I97S Infantry action. Bated 
on the Infantry scale for S4mm 
figures each 6Sp 

I91S-I950 ArmourJInfantry. Has 
provisions for all aspects of 
tactical land action. For '20' 
figures and models 90p 

Reference books 
Armies of the Macedonian & Punic 

Wars. Coversoeriod 3S0-I50 BC £1.30 
Armlet and Enemies of Imperial 
Rome I50BC-A0603 £1.75 


AIRFIX WARGAME 
WATERLOO £6.00 


«p new TAMIYA AFV's 

I 35 scale 

M4I Walker Bulldog (motorised! £1.77 
US MIO Tank (remote control) £3.68 
US M4I Walker Bulldog. 3 figures £2.1)4 
German King Tiger, 2 figures £2.50 
Russian T34/76 £2.32 

German Harder ll.lfigures £I.B4 

German Sd.Kfz 223, 1 figure £1.39 

Russian KV-I I Gigant. I figure £3.59 
German Leopard. I figure £2,50 

German Panzer Grenadiers. 6 figures 74p 


AIR BRUSHES NEW KITS 

TAMIYA 
I 700 Waterline 

Gneisenau £1.67 

Schamhorst £1.67 

Hunsbrel Modeller's Airbrush Illustrious AC'earrier £1.67 

£3.10 — comes in its own bon and Victorious AC'Carner £1.67 

contains, airbrush. 2 iart. cower 

pack connecter, measuring cup, and AIRCRAFT I 48 scale 


PLASTIC 

AIRCRAFT 

KIT 


COLOURED BALLAST 

Ideal for Wargamet and Model Railways, 
in three grades. 

Colour Grade 0 00 HO 

Gray No. 5 I 9 

Brown 6 2 — 

Mountain Green 7 3 — 

Miked Brown/Red 8 4 — 

ONLY I7p per 12 ot. jar. 

NEW FROM ITALY . . . 
WOODEN SAILING 
BOATS 

'THIS* Models complete with fittirsge 
I '70 scale 

Phantom. New York Pilot cutter ilS.M 
English Yacht 1830 £14.59 

I/M scale 

Trabacolo. Adriatic Barge £23.31 

l/lOO scale 

Intrepid 1840 £19.44 

Half Moon (Hudson's ship) £21.34 


MONOGRAM 1/48 scale 

aJi 

BI7G FLYING FORTRESS 


VAT 

Please add 3 % « 
all orders including 
cost of postafe 
and packing ezeepi 
books 

POSTAGE 

Minimum Charge 


Up to £1 


3Sp 


£ .£2 


60p 


£2*£3 


eOp 


£3.£4 


£4-£l0 


£ 1.10 


£l(>.£tS 


£1.30 


Over £15 


Trade 


Enquiries 


Invited 


instruction leaflet (no power pack). 

Power pack for above: 

Standard refill 70p Large refill £1.10 
This is easy to use. for all models, 
built in pami and air flow controls 
gives a wide range of finishes. 

HUMBROL BADGER 

SPECIAL OFFER 
200 Airbrush set. Contents. 200 
Airbrush; airline power pack; con- a,,„.|i_ i,«ro 
neetor; 4 jars; power pack and _ V " 

instruction leaflet was £19.40 
NOW whilst stocks last £15.90 
BADGER SPRAYS A AIRGUNS 
lOOXF Fine Line airbrush 


Lancaster Bl 'Bl 1 1 Dambuster 

or Grand Bomber versions £7.40 

HASEGAWA I 71 scat* 
GrummanS2F-l (S-2A) Tracker 93p 

BODY PUTTY 60o per lube 
HAWK I 48 kits 


P47D — Banshee. Westland Lysander, 
Freedom Fighter. North American 
Bronco Cessna Skymaster 

£ I.SO each 


HASEGAWA t 72 Seale 
FWI90 A 
FWI90 O 


with cup £16.70 

100IL Fine Line airbrush 
with cup £26.70 

I SOIL Poster airbrush 
with cup 

160GXP Fine line gravity 

feed Airbrush 

200EX Airbrush set 
without propellant 
Spares for above- 
20 oz. propellant 
1 2 oz. propellant 
COMPRESSOR with i' pipe 
thread fitting 
Foot switch 
6fc air hose 
lOft. air hose 
Propeibnc on 'off valve 
Propellant air regulator 
Tyre adaptor 
Air filter for use with 
compressor 
Jar gaskets, 3 
Jar hose 

200. lOOXFor lOOIL needle 65p 


HINCHLIFFE 
£16.70 ail the latest releases including; 

Assyrian 4 Horse Chariot £1.11 
£28.30 Italian Death Volunteer, 19 17 £1.32 

£27.70 FU)IMI I TOO Waterline 
r la BC USA Battleship New Jersey 
tio.ae Battleship Missouri 

£1.10 

70p 


£2.09 

£1.09 


Revel 1 1 71 scele 
TH I6A Helicopter Plascek 
Starfighter F 104 
Danish of Luftwaffe 
1/32 Me no C'4 
Italacri I 71 
JU 86 

FUllMI I 48 JETS 
Northrop T.3B Talon 
Northrop F>S8 
F.5A Freedom Fighter 
Douglas A-4E Skyhawk 
Dassault M.ragelUC 

SPECIAL IMPORT 
from Germany 
REVELL COMMERCIAL 
AIRLINERS 

Douglas DC 10-30 Lufthansa 

£2.05 

Eastern Airlines Tristar 
Lufthansa Boeing 717 
Lufthansa Boeing 747 (v 


S6p 


S6p 

£ 1.55 


74p 

88p 

88p 

68p 

£ 1.11 


FORMASHAPE 

A new series of typical. British A DO 
. Buildings in HO/00 scale for kfl 
Ti'71 Railway Enthusiasts and Wargamer.s, 

vHS ^9- * A pair of Terrace Houses '* POCHER 1/8 SCale 


£ 2.12 

99p 

Int) 

£3.02 

£1.24 

£1.14 


£39.82 


£6.75 

<8p 

I2p 

each 


lo. 4 three outbuildings, (Garden T .. tll'T? 

Stables and an Dffice for Coal Slug Alfa Romeo 8 C.2300 Monza £50.93 HOME 
or Goods Yard) • Rolls Royce PhMtom 1 1 Droe_ _ 

ONLY 56p each 


United Airlines DC 8 
Lufthansa Boeing 707 

Home Trade Orders Dept, 
tor personal service to every small 
retailer. Other B.M.W. Depcs. are: 
OVERSEAS 

Retail Mail Order 
Trade Orders 


No! 3 A Ch'u^h'Hall ' Fiat I 30 H^rand Pr 

No. 4 Three outbofldings._(Garde/i 

ReuH Mail Orders 

head coupe 1932 £78.71 Home Trade Orders 

Alfa Romeo Spider Gran Spores and naturally visitors are 

1932 £60.16 always welcome to OUR SHOP 


BMW MODELS. 327/329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON. LONDON SW19 Telex 928374 91.546 7333/4 


YOUR INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 

Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 


